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EASTERN FRONT, HUSKER-DtJ, REBEL TRUTH 

NATIONAL SCENE REPORTS, DADA AND MORE . 
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y rii Ttss jAD'i imms i-inai 
EP, dacuftenting will thia now 
defunct tand with thilr 2nd 45. 


IRECORDSI 


MECROS nci 4- eons EP *«ldueit'a 
FIRST hardcore relesafla Out o'" prints 


HEATHEN TiG6 ALQOD SAUSA^C 
TTftSn^ iP that aecoapllihoi 
what FEAR only triad to do* 
IrOOUA^ fOA A/ftiS and OMS 

lUO TO §0 guarantiid 
[to of find anyona and avor^ona 


THE FIX T AP a nMqCAMCl /JM 7HtS fOi^M 
important first raloasa by^hlt band 
"FOB Lanalng. jQijt of print. 


lOACH TAG? 10-aonf EP. Hind- 
tan -gnarly* daaperat* 

I ear In a aultar. Feataraa TAlfi 
aHd CAAn JILL AO OAC 


NEGROS TA 03 / 0 l 8 chord 4 i 9 -aong EP. 
Joint ■>■ lean B with D.C,*a Diachord 
Roaorda. Intonaa blaata of toanags 
fury* Ineludaa JO )l t /lAC£ flJOT. 


NEW RELEASE 


HEATHE?; TACB CAlPPU^t UHLOMit SUCA 

Is On* thatifht It va« pi»a»ible. but thu 
EF aak** tlMD taund tiald la cdi 

f ar lean With tonEt liki SLOt/ AC JAiV, J 

I# r&A 7A£ ClvlSi. o*fy or Oft and SPAi 

C4T A$0fl£ They ^tdld th«Bi«lv*« 


PROCESS OF ELIHIWATIOH EP* TSGi 
7 Inchaa of B bands -HECROS* THE 
FIX* HEATHEN* NEGATIVE APPROACH* 
YOUTH PATROL* TOXIC REASONS^ Hc- 
DOHALOS and VlOLERl APATHY. 


TOUCH AND GO RECORDS, THE MIDWEST'S FOREMOST HARDCORE LABEL 
PRESENTS THE LAUNCHING OF A SUBSIDIARY LABEL ( SPECIAL FORCES. 
THIS LABEL IS DESIGNED TO RELEASE RECORDS BY BANDS WHOSE MUSIC 
IS JUST AS INTENSE BUT DOESN'T FIT INTO THE REALM OF HARDCORE. 
SPECIAL FORCES FIRST RELEASE IS BY DETROIT’S L-SEVEN. FUTURE 
PROJECTS INCLUDE A TWELVE INCH BY BLIGHT. 
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SPECIAL FORCES 

RECORDS 
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OVER RATED 


went over 


The first issue of our mag 
real well* We got rid of almost all 
3,000* The most satisfying aspect of the 
whole thing was all the great letters 
we got from all over the country. We^d 
like to encourage you by printing as 
many responses as possible* including 
scene reports from around the world (as 
many as room permits). Keep it up, but 
keep it brief. 

As "successful" as that issue was, 
personal gratification doesn’t compen- 
sate for all the fucked-up situations 
we are trying to change by our cover- 
age. Whether it’s the continuing dete- 
rioration of human values in the worldp 
or the effects of that cancer on the 
burgeoning punk scene, these matters 
far overshadow our meager gains* It’ a 
a good start, and it’s always important 
to gather together one’s hope and opti- 
mism, advancing an inch here or there* 
But we. won’ t be happy till the world is 
safe for intelligence and love, till the 
morons are on the run* 

So take heart in our effort, let ua 
know about yours, but never, never take 
our word for what is right or wrong. 
Think for yourselves* 

Tim Y. 


t-HOT SO qbXBT ON VE^EEN FTtONT-LP(VAj 

2- anything by TERVEET KADET ^ 

3- MIA-LAST RITES 1/2 LP m 

4- 7 SECONDS- SKINS, BRA INS,CUT5-£P r 

5- faith/void-li* 

6- BEAOTIE BCYS-POLLY WOG ^TEV-EP 

7- UHSAF* AT ANY SPEED-EP(VA) 

8- CRUCIFUCKS-CASSETTE 

9- 30CIAL infitEST-RAT IN A MZE-EP 
lO^NIHILimCS-ArFER DEATH-SP 

11- GHAOTlC DISGHOHD-FUCK THE tfORLD-EP 

12- FALSE PHOHiErS-GOOD CtEAN FiJN-45 

13- CHAOS UK-W3UD,I0LITIGAL...EP 
t4-AHERIGAN TOOTH REPORT-LPCVA) 

15-OTHAPS-BRIXTON-ifS 

MAUS-SOdETY'S REJECTS-EP 

i7-HAYHEH-CEmi£ MUHLER-EF 

1 3- KRA UT- UNSMFLO YEB-EF 
19- SINS- MOOD KDSIC-EF 
Za-N,Y. THRASf-OLS3ErTE(VA) 


1- HOT SO dUIEr ON WESTERN FRONT-LP(VA) 

2 - SALVATION ARHY-LP 

3- CHA.MDMASrEH FIASH-THS MES3ACE-45 
if-EVSRrrHIMG BUT THE ClBL-45 

5- RAIN PAflADEJ^5 

6- RED CHOSS-LP 

7- barraguiias-sf 

e-R.E.M.-EP 

9-KEAT PUPFETS-I^ 

10- VOX POP-EP 

11- LIFE IS SO UGLY-LP(VA) 

12- EIRTHEAY PAHTY-JUNKIAHD-LP 

13- DREAW SYNDICATE-LIVE CASSETTE 

14- MINUTE hen-bean SPILL-EP 

15- SS DECONTROL-LP 
t6-UN3AFE AT ANY 3PEED-EP(VA) 

17- PELL HELL-GASSETTS 

18- CREEH ON RED-EP 

19- VAVE3-HIGHTMARE-45 

20- DRED FOOl^ A DIN-J^5 


t^mUKMIBlAT IfTTS ^ 

2 *mn 3D dn western fbont-lpCva) 

3- NDC-MILlJOir OF EKAD OOFS | 

4- BIBlllDAY FABTY-JUmOAItD-LF 

5- BirrTBOLI SURFSRS-^SSETTE 

6 - 3 TRAP 3 -B(m( 45*3 

7- IJX3CKABGI-HEAR NOTHIKI * . . LF 

S-UALSt IfiOiKITS-COOD ClEAH ftm-45 
9» DEGA TBNr-mr-ATK>SPK£RE-45 

10 - SIN 34 -DIE lAUGHINC-EP 

11- CBH-Cm BABY AmC3CED-LP 
t2-R£D SCSARS-CASSETTB 

13- 3IN5-NOOD HUSIC-IF 

14- NBJ- CASSETTES 

15- UKIIK-RX5ING FBOH THE DRSAD-EF 

16- JU3T Vl-BO-SArD-45 

1 7 - CEUdflJCIKS-GA SSETTE 

1 &-HAWXWIND-VALIUH TEN-EP 
i 9 -KIIKSHAKE 3 -PLEA^ D 0 K*T TELL .,45 j 

ZO-KAHHW WILOOX A QAHES-CROOYY CaUBWOBM- 


1 - GRASS- CHRIST THE ALELTM 

2- NOT SO qUIET ON WESTERN FR0HT-1J‘(VA) 

3- HUSKER-DU-IN A FREE IANI>-EP 

4- DEAD KENNED Y3- BLEED FOR 

5- kdg-million of dead GOFS-LP 

6- PETER a TESTTUee BABIES-RUN..45 

7- VARDKERS-IX)N*T wanna be a victiw-ep 

8- CHAOS UK-LOUD, political.., 

9- Si;BKUMANS-fl£LlClOUS WAHS-EP 

10- MINUTE hen-bean SPILL-EP 

;tl-ICON A.D.-D0N*T FEED US SHTT-EP 
It2-RA1NCCATS-N0 ONE'S LITTLE GIRL-^J 
il3-GHm) MOLE^ERS-WIH LIZBEH...EP 

14- SPK-IA3T ATTEMPT .*.. CASSETTE 

15- RUDIHEMTARY PENI-FARCE-EP 

16 - GHRON geh-livs EP 
,17-CBAVATS-RIIB ME OUT-45 

1 1 8-7 SEOOMDS-SKINS , BRA INS * * , EP 
|19“CURRENT OflSBSSIONS-EP 
20 -RE JECT0R3-TH0UC STS OF WAH-KP 


1 - NOT SO quisr on western front -lp(va) 

2- void/fxith-lp 

3- aherigak youth report-lp{va) 

4- 7 SEC0NDS-3KINS, BRAINS, GUTS-EP 

5- iOA/GENOai^-lASr RITES-LF 

6- CHAOTIC DISGHORD-FUCK THE WORLD-EF 

7- CHAOS UK-LOUD, POLITICAL*,. EP 

3-KAYHEM-GENTI£ HURDEH-EP 
9-S3 DECONTROL- KIDS WIL. ..LP 

10- UNSAFR AT AMY SPi;ED-EP(VA} 

11 - DEAD KENNED Y3- BLEED FOR HE-45 

12- youth BRIGADE-SOUND 4 FURY-LP 

13- sogial uhreot-rat in a HAZE-EP 

14- SIN 34-DIE UUGHING-EP 

15- N.Y. THRASH- GASSETTE(YA) 

16- MAU HAUS-S0GIETY*3 REJEOTS-EP 

17- SrRAPS-BRlXTON-45 
le-CHASS-GHHlST THE ALBUM-LP 
19-BEASrlE BOYS-POILY WOG STEW-EP 
ZO-J-lDC- MILLIONS OF DEAD GOPS-LF 


1- NOT SO Qunrr on western front- lp(va) 

2- MEAT PUPPETS-LP 

3 - glint miller -bertha LOU -45 

4 - 30 CIAL UNREST- hat in A HAZE-EP 

5 - PELL HELL- cassette 

6 - DHSD FOOLE 4 DIH -45 

7 - MINUTEMEK-IF REAGAN PlAYED ..EP 

8 - DEAD KENNEDYS-LIFE r,ENTEHGE -45 

9 - life is so pcly-lp<va) 

tO-CRASS-CHRIOT THE ALBUM 
It - problemist -POP RELIGION-GASSETTE 
IS-PULLSAUAMA-DEVIL LIVES -45 

13 - EUCENE CKADBOURNS'S CHADBOURNES-CAS, 

14- 3CRSAM{S0, GAL.) -CASSETTE 

15- EDDIE VINSON SINGS-LP 

16 - INFIATABLE boy ClAMS-EP 

17- LYDlA LUNGH-13,13-LP 
IS-WAVES-HEY WARPlG-45 

19 - CULT URGIDE- YEAR ONE-CASSmS 

20- TWO MINUTE HATE-GASSBTTTO 


We have discontinued our reel-to-reei 
radio syndicati on , and are doing it our- 
selves now on cassette. The program is 
available at $4 per i hour show* Inter- 
ested stations should get in touch. 

Mowf Heard On 


KPFA-SF Bay Area 54. 1 FM Tues 3 PM 

KFCF-Fresno CA 88.1 FH Tues 5 PM 

KPFT-Houston TX R0*1 FM Weds 1 PM 

WZRD-C hi ca go IL 88.3 FM Sun 1 PM 

WMUC -Col lege Pk MD 88*1 FM Sun 7 PM 
W3RH-Easton PA 90*5 FM Mon Mldnlte 
KUGS-8ellingham WA 89.3 FM Wed 11 PM 
WMUR-Milwaukee WI 750 AM Wed 9 PM 
WHR W-Blnghamtori NV 90.5 FH Tues Midnlte 
L ,A , Listeners -KPFK has cancelled us, 
with no expianatl on* We are now search- 
ing for a new station in your area* Watch 
here for further Info* 

Front Cover Photo by Dave Rave 

Ooops ! Last Issue's cover photo of MDC 

was by Dave Ra ve« 

NOTING THAT MANY OF US HAVE LISTED HIGHLY 
THE MAX RNH IJ'"NOT 30 QUIHT..'', I SHOULD 
:-2NTI0N that we HAVE NO FINANCIAL INTEREOT 
IN rr. PRECISELY SO WS COULD PROMOTE IT AS 
THE GREAT RECORD IT IS, WITHOUT A (XNFUGT 
OF INTEREUT. TY 


1-NOT SO qUIETT OK WEOTERN FRONT- LP(VA) 
Z-CSU3S- CHRIST THE ALBUM 

3- BUCK HUMOa-UJVE C0D**.LP 

4- SOGIAL UNREST-RAT IN A HAZE-EP 

5- 30^:EONE GOT THEIR HEAD. . .LP(VA) 

6- 1ANA-BUSSI-45 

7- DISRUPTERS- SHELTER FOR THE RICH-EP 
a-7 SECONDS- SKINS, brains 4 GUTS-EP 
9- STRAPS-BR UTON-4 5 

10 - TROOPS OF TOhORROW-Ep 

11- LONE RANGER-HI HO SILVER AWAY-LP 
IZ-EUTZ- VOICE OF A GENERATION-EP 

13- REALLY RED-OLD STRINGS FOR ***EP 

14- BLlGHT-EP 

15- SUBHUMANS-HELIGIOUS WARS-EP 

1 6 - GRISIS-HOLOCAUSr-Ep 

17- proletariat- VOODOO EOONOMIGS-EP 
IB-FALSE PROPHETS-GOOD CLEAN FUK-EP 

19- CmOS UK-L0UD,P0LmGAL. ,.EP 

20- MDC-HILL10N3 OF DEAD 00P3-LP 


FOB WHAT IT* 5 WORTH , mx'S 
THE MAKIMJM R'N'B D.J.*3 
CUBBSNT l&VES, FLKA^ 3IID 
US YOUR tRJSXC-fitODBDS 01 
CAS^ms-2 OOFUS OP KACS 
IP P0SS1BLI(1 FOB THE RADIO 
sm, 1 IDl NAGARHS BIVIEU) 
SEND TOtNAXXHUM BDOC'N'ROU, 

^ P*D* BOX 288 

B£RK£1£Y, CA 94701 




LETTERS 


LETTERS 


LETTERS 


Black Humor* Reactionary 

Dear MRR; ^ 

I am questioning your reasons for 
reviewing the BLACK HUMOR LP. 

When I listened to It, I was com- 
pletely surprised by the lyrics* 

,, This is black humor? Come on* I rea- 
llre some people get off on so- 
called ''gallows humor", but what's 
the point of a record like this when 
there are so many really important 
subjects that need to be discussed 
with song lyrics? 

"Hometown Vigilante" comes across 
as an invitation to go out and shoot 
anyone you might not like* 

"Zebra Killers" is blatantly rac- 
ist with its Jungle tribal sounds. 
So the original Zebra Killers (the 
press-hype name for the group, by 
the way, and never the name used by 
them) were racists; must we be the 
same In return? 

"Kill Them" [has] something to of- 
fend everyone* Starting with "kill 
all these little kids that Just got 
their Dead Kennedys album for 
Christmas from Mom and Oad and by 
New Year's they're stone cold hard- 
core punks", it gets worse from 
there, to the point of nausea. 

”Au wiedersehn Judea" (Goodbye 
Jew), the most antlsemetlc diatribe 
I've ever heard. 

I can’t go on. I'm not sure I want 
you to print this [since] l don't 
want to give BLACK HUMOR any more 
publicity. Tom Mallon should be 
ashamed for recording this In his 
studio* 

I should have known by the record 
label of a swastica made of crutches 
that this was_ not for me. Hho are 
Dan House and' George Miller who put 
this bile together? 

Hooray I for bands like DKs, MDC, 
HUSKER DU, TOXIC REASONS, CRASS and 
all the bands on their label* 

A* Morgan 

s*r . 

Black Humors Brilliant 

To A* Morgan and others, 

When you buy a BLACK HUMOR album, 
there are liner notes inside* I 
think that these should be read be- 
fore any decision is made. They out- 
line their intentions song by song, 
not unlike your letter. But let us 
consider . 

"Hometown vigilante" is about a 
place where one member of BLACK 
HUMOR grew up^ (as llher notes 
state), I seriously doubt that If he 
believed in what those people stand 
for, he'd be here writing parodies 
of them, 

"Zebra Killers" has no lyrics. It 
Is a collage of African tribal 
music* Personally, I really enjoy a 
lot of types of music, African being 
one. Do you think that they are 
really being malicious? Do you think 
that if they were truly racist they 
would make such a lovely piece based 
on traditional black music? They do 
talk about the Zebra Killings brief- 
ly in the liner notes. They dedicate 
the piece to the insanity of the 
whole event. Using such an ethnic 
piece brings out the racism and sad- 
ness of the Zebra killings* 

Now we get to the meat of BLACK 
HUMOR, yah, gallows humor* In my 
mind, thought-provoking humor like 
"Kill Them" Is masterful. They layer 
voices and run through every deroga- 
tory buzz word imaginable - terrible 
words. They throw in combinations of 



these words 


their ab 


Like I said in the interview, it's 
a very 'touchy subject', in a feeble 
effort to put forth the facts sur- 
rounding tne band, I got crossed-up 
or shut-up or whatever, and never 
got to the punchline. 

The punchline Isi I like IRON 
CROSS and I do not think they are 
Nazi or fascist band. Period. 

If you have a problem witn that 
write me at Dischord or IRON CROSS 
at 2706 N* forth, Arlington, VA 
22201 and find out for yourselves^ 

Ian HacKaye 


kids with their first OKs record 
makes a sham of all those Jaded 
punks who ramble on about the first 
Nuns show and how all these younger 
punks are so ignorant. This song 
isn't bigoted* This song displays 
how rampant and silly bigotry Is. 
What sets this song apart from POI- 
SON GIRL'S "Persons Unknown"? 

Aufweldersehn Juden", upon lis- 
tening, has only a couple of distln- 

11 might 
notes but 
It isn't 
emotional 

appeal to shed guilt for a moment in 
history when we weren't even alive, 

1 don't agree that we should forget 
jit, but there is no difference bet- 
ween this sentiment and NOH MERCY'S 
"Caucaslon Guilt", i.e., I'm not 


Rastafonies 


Dear MRR: 

Great magazine and great MDC in- 
terview! I am glad that others are 
beginning to speak out about the bo- 
gus, discriminatory attitudes of the 
BAD BRAINS and other bands like 
them- When they were Is Tucson, I 
couldn't overlook the clash between 
their 'love everybody' message and 
their homophobic, racist, mysogynist 
'born-again' attitude. Everyone down 
here told me (in effect) to go burn 
a bra , that I was taking them too 
seriously and besides, who was I to 
question these rock gods? This all 
smacked of the very rock establish- 
ment we're all so disdainful of. I 
take this very seriously. Here are 
these guys undermining all that 1 am 
as a person and I'm supposed to go 
'haha' and buy their fucking rec- 
ords! I'm glad MDC isn't selling out 
to the good old American dream. Af- 
ter all , Isn't what the Bad Brains 
are saying the same old shit In a 
punky wrap? 

Nurse K* 

Tucson, Az. 


not agree with the liner 
they do explain themselves 
ant i-semltism. It is an 


ponsiblllty for the stupidity of 
those before me. 

"Too Stupid To Die" is about a 
bird that got hit by a truck* 

I too could go on. 1 am obviously 
a fan, but I think that you are 
overreacting and taking a super- 
ficial view of the symbolism here . 
Which is why 1 won't dven attempt to 
analyse the twisted swastika made of 
crutches Cone friend told me It mean 
"Nazis are lame"). Their most visi- 
ble logo (which Is on the cover or 
Inside those hand-designed mon- 
strosities) is 9 collage of Reagan 
holding a cross in front of an Amer- 
ican flag whose stars are swastlcas. 
This Is one of the most striking 
anti-fascist images around* 

I still contend that Black Humor 
are brilliant. 

Ruth Schwartz 


IwayB never fijn 


Humans ; 

...Thanks for the Church Police 
interview* They're a great band 
(even if they've never sent me the 
tape I sent away for)* A strange 
thing happened at show In Walnut 
Creek. Tim said, "You know. Circle 
Jerks, AC/DC, they're all the same*" 
After that he was unhip and people 
spat, threw stuff, and flipped him 
off in his face. If we aren't open- 
minded as a group, people oughta 
call us short-haired hippies, Tim 
could've gotten up there and said, 
"AC/DC sucks, Circle Jerks rule," 
and the people would've loved him 
even though he was using George 
Thoroughgood appeal... He has guts... 

Grux 

Napa, Ca. 


iron tro£(£( 


I This Is an apology and an expla- 
nation* The apology goes to IRON 
CROSS* In the space of two or three 
paragraphs (MINOR THREAT interview, 
MRR 11), 1 severely damaged their 

reputation with my poorly-chosen 
words. What I said was true, but It 
was said out of context, and irres- 
ponsibly* 

IRON CROSS has been together for 1 
1/2 years, and that entire time they 
have been trying to outrun the Nazi 
label tagged to them because of the 
alignment with the U.K, skinhead 
movement. Instead of taking advan- 
tage of a nationwide interview to 
help clear up that misconception, 1 


PUNK ON THE ROCKS |g55 ^ 

Dear MRR: 

I was curious about that "Punk on 
Ice" article - punk in prison. That 
guy sounds like he's collecting Info 
for the CIA or something. Why all 
the questions on Marxist Left, the 
Influence of fanzines and radio and 
whether it's a small handful cf leaders 
what? Wanna get humped off? Now that 
punk Is big time the government 
agencies must be planning some - 
thing . I'm not giving that guy any 
Info, . * 

The Lone Ranger 
San Francisco 


"IRON CROSS nas NO political affl 
nations, nor do we believe in an 
form of Fascism or Nazism" 

- Sab Grey 




SpINtuai Knowledge 


rules I an excuse to be a stuck up 
$not and slag (If not beat up) 
people who don't look like you so 
you can show your clique of with-it 
friends how wlth-lt you are. There 
Just ain't no spirit or sense of 
purpose hearabouts (HellssQ of Vio- 
lent Rlot-you're sooo right! I can't 
(neet people at shows at all ! Cliques 
suck shit with a strawl). l*in sick 
and tired of people saying how 
they're sick and tired of "people 
who shave their heads and think 
they're punk" or whatever. Veahi 
poseurs can be infuriatingly ignore 
ant but alot of the ones 1 see are 
pretty cool folk who're trying like 
hell to get into the scene. I an 
talking about the kids with their 
new TSOL t-shlrts and new skinheads 
who people think are inisrepresenting 
their scene. Fer crissakes, talk to 
them cuz deep down they're cool and 
aiot of them have enthusiasm for 
punk that this scene needs*., 

Mho the fuck decided It was cool not 
to come to shows early to check out 
the opening bands? Well, your who do 
this are missing out cuz we got the 
bestest, greatest local bands In the 
world/ so fycking HA HA on you! I 
hate It when I see a great band 

pouring their hearts out and there's 
only 10 or so people sitting in the 
back taking them for granted. For 
me, watching a young hardcore band 

start the show Is often the best 
part of the whole night. 

O.C, 

P.S* Cor BS) - No one^s really layed 
down any teal steps for slamming 

(thank god) but I'm pretty sure It's 
got nothing to do with shadow boxing 
with spikes on your knuckles so you 
can cool it, guys. There, aren't you 
relieved? 

, Slamming Made Easy ^ ^ 


Dear Sirs, 

My weird but intelligent friend 
from Livermore, Ca just told me he's 
found It, like a personal revelation 
or something profound like that. But 
he won't tell me what "It" is. He 
Just sent me this address and told 
me to send you $1 and you would send 
me some literature on it. So 1 am 
sending $2 Just In case (because I'm 
Insecure). So what Is It? Do you 
have a God or something? l think I 
could really get into this! I used 
to meditate , but all the other peo- 
ple in the class went into these [?| 
anyway! So I had to meditate alone 
and it was scary and I started fal- 
ling asleep alot. It is lonely too. 
I like churches, everyone shakes 
hands In that one part, and they 
have Juice and cake and coffee 
afterwards. That’s nice. So is this 
a church newsletter or something? My 
friend said it would change my life. 
Not too much, 1 hope. Ha ha! Maybe 
it is a catalog for those betamax 
movies. I told him I wanted one of 
those. Ooh, 1 can hardly wait. I am 
getting too excited. I should have a 
drlnkie. Mmm, that was good. You 
seem like nice people. I am glad I 
have someone to talk to. 1 like to 
send things In the mail and have 
things come In my mall slot down In 
the lobby. Boy, that next drink went 
to my head I 1 think I will go down 
to the bar and look for some pussy 
to keep me warm tonight. It's been 
real, it's been fun, but It hasn’t 
been real fun! Ha ha! 

Bye, 

F. Moore 

Snoqualmie, Wa. 

MRR, 

Hullo. Glad you guys put in a 
sharp word about the plssheads who 
were giving NBO's singer the ole 
"show us yer tits!" vomit at the re- 
cord release party. 1 hate fuckin 
WIMPS who think that whenever a fe- 
male is fronting then it's a sex 
show. 1 think you should've also 
talked about the shit Impatient 
Youth got cuz they were too original 
for the narrow minds in attendance. 
Too slow, so throw cans at them, A 
heavy built skin (who probably Jerks 
off while watching Jack LaLaine re- 
runs) tackled their bass player in 
the middle of the set. Good going! 
Guess he was alergic to harmonicas 
or something. No, seriously, fuck 
that shit! Like maybe if you gave a 
band a little support and encour- 
agement they 'd put out more and 
fuck. If you can thrash to Flipper 
then 1 don't wanna hear your shit 
about not being able to ruck to 
Impatient Youth cuz they're too 
slow« NO band who ' s sincere about 
what they're doing deserves to have 
shit tossed at them especially if 
they're doing something different 
(unless they 're being obnoxious or 
unless they have a spike of hair in 
front of their foreheads and plaster 
people with their guitars), 

Here's a deep question for you - 
what is hardcore? I thought it was a 
musical style that kicks ass, an at- 
titude of taking no bullshit and re- 
jecting an ugly, stupid society's 
book of rules on how to live (waste) 
your life , and dressing to reflect 
that. Seems, however, that to a lot 
of folks it's Just another set of 


Dear Max R'R, 

...Walla Walla Is a good example of 
the fact that people make scenes , cities 
do not. Punks coming from small towns 
with very small scenes generally have 
their shit together far better than your 
average big city punks. Where there Is 
a big scene, it Is very easy for dumb^ 
fucks who simply don't have any friends 
to Join In, without going through the 
personal questioning and/or rejecting 
it takes to be a real punk. Three quar- 
ters of the big city punks are complete 
dwids who have absolutely nothingworth- 
whlle to say, and will not listen to you 
if' you do. Big city punks are usually 
into the scene for exactly the same rea- 
sons that college boys join fraternities. 
They need securl ty , and they Just can't 
find it elsewhere. Smal 1 t ow n pu nks re- 
ject security. They're out on a limb. 
No one else Is like them, and they are 
liable to get thrashed wherever they go. 
The real punks are those that aren't just 
jumping into a crowd, but are searching 
for the most logical attitude, and have 
i ne vi tably found it in pu nk . . • 

Vince Muiier 


Dear ^ 

When I got the mail out of the^ box 
today, three hornets flew In through 
the open doorway, causing some no 
small consternation amongst several 
of the customers there at the time. 
Grabbing the most utilitarian piece 
of mall available to use as a sub- 
stitute flyswatter, I climbed all 
over the counters and bins until the 
last of the Intruders had been van- 
guished. Opening my bug Juice be- 
smirched weapon I found It to be the 
debut issue of MRR, so congratula- 
tions on a killer issue. 


Rose Ann Berlin 





LETTERS 


LETTERS 


LETTERS 



And a good Issue it seems too. One 
thing an sitlculate HC medium could 
tiy to accomplish is to help recog- 
nize that there are dozens^ sure 
hundreds, of non hard core bands 
that share their values and con- 
cerns, yet are lost to any possible 
fraternal cause due to HC's seeming 
social isolationism and rampant in- 
criminations; factors which para- 
doKlcally seem alsd prime reasons 
for HC movement's very existence, 
i'll tempted to term a great deal of 
what 1 see and hear as paranoia 
laced with xenophobic demagoguery, 
slmpllstlcally and arbitrarily crea- 
ting a new clatch of tribal buzz- 
words formulated on the premise of 
If one is not FOR hard core, then 
he/she Is AGAlt^ST hard core, ergo 
guilty as charged* Frankly, there Is 
too much of that kind of mentality 
around already, Infesting places 
like 1600 Pennsylvania and the like. 


Your editorial goes a long, long way 
In pointing out the dangers inher- 
ent-cults of personality and mock- 
able Reaganlstic individualism mas- 
querading as "freedom"-and 1 hope 
that MRR can go a long way In help- 
ing natural allies, alienated by the 
machinations of contemporary capi- 
talism, to come to fuller and better 
understanding. 

Bill Asp 
Wasp Records 
Arlington, Va 

MRR, 

1 am glad to see you people have 
directly linked politics with punk 
and have suggested (not commanded) 
that we take direct action (demon- 
strating etc.), I've been seeing 
more and more sincere, concerned 
bands coming out and trying to open 
minds and I've been meeting more 
people at shows trying to do the 
same Just by talking with people. A 
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small chunk has been taken out of 
ignorance and apathy but we need to 
ADO a more direct approach. I'm not 
suggesting we march through Civic 
Center holding hands and singing 
peace songs and I'm not suggesting 
we riot. What I am saying is that 
those concerned need to unite so as 
to decide what type of action is 
taken. We draw encircled A's every^ 
where and say "fuck authority" but 
who's still getting fucked? Me say 
we have autonomy-"llve by my rules", 
but there's still armed pigs on the 
street to make you live by govern- 
ment rules and your "autonomy" can 
be blown away in 8 minutes. I see 
tons of people really trying to re- 
sist but it's Just on an Individual 
basis cause we're all drowning in 
"Punk" which has all too many fac- 
tions and cliques. There's got to be 
a place where concerned punks can 

unite and do something about what's 
wrong. We need something like Eur- 
ope's "autonomous-youth centers". In 
many parts of Europe punks have 
started these centers where they 

come together annually to dlscuas 

polltlcal/soclal activities. There 
are no committees or chairpeople, 
they're completely unsupervised, and 
there Is an open microphone. In Zur- 
ich there have been meetings with as 
many as three thousand people. But 

over here we've became fuckin' dead- 


heads, waiting for certain persons 
or a small group of people to do 
thlngSg,.as It stands we ere divided, 
conquerable, and Just a minor 
(Insignificant) threat. 



Lynn and my last letter to you-a 
number 4 on the problems list. Lest 
night I went to see a show where CHJ 
were playing; I hate to say it but 1 
was actually embarrassed by the au- 
dience! CH3 were really hot, but 
people were so obnoxious to them 1 
felt like screaming. Ice was con- 
stantly being flung onto the stage, 
plus beer cans, and get this-even 
PAINT! Isn't that carrying it a bit 
too far? This incident is not a rare 


example; I think the Bay Area scene 
has become pretty Jaded. Close mind- 
edness is something we can defin- 
itely do without. If local groups 
didn't have their friends in the 


audience, I would hate to think of 
the reception they'd get. We need to 
support "good" bands, even if they 
are opening, and no matter where 
they are from. Stop being so preju- 
diced, and give them a chance. Think 
about what you are doing next time 
you plan on bombarding the stage. 
How would you feel If it were your 
band up there? 

Oh, 1 Just want to add a couple 
more things. One, L.A. is improving. 
I guess they hit bottom, losing 
their best clubs, and decided to 
shape up a bit. And, two, are you 
aware that it is now legal under the 
Victim's Bill of Rights for cops to 
search your trunk-wlthout your per- 
mission? Consider that next time you 
plan to drive with alcohol in the 
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Reachout International Records, Inc. is the strangest record company in the world. 
It releases ONLY CASSETTES! Full albumdength exciting performances by major 
rock'n'roll artists, not available on commercial vinyl. In other words, you canT buy 
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Our artists, each with their own cassettes, include BUZZCOCKS, TELEVISION, 
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BRAINS. THE GERMS, SGIENTIFIC AMERICANS, STIMULATORS, HUMAN SWITCH- 
BOARD, and many exciting new titles added monthly. All cassettes are handsomely 
packaged with colorful graphics, full documentation, liner notes by America's top 
rock writers, often band photos and lyrics— and all are recorded on high quality 
BASF DPS Premium Tape. Our relases have received rave reviews and acclaim all 
around the world, and our mail order department ships the same day orders are 
received! WANT TO KNOW MORE? WANT TO BECOME A ROIR CASSETTE 
JUNKIE? WRITE FOR OUR FREE NEWSLETTER AND BE SURPRISED! 




■SCAPEGOATS 


Otl^er appearances by local acts, 
e^g. H.A.P.f Scapegoats, flyot and 
False Alarm, have taken place this 
suEnmer at various points north, i.e« 
the On Broadway and Club Foot In San 
Francisco, and the Scottish Rite 
Temple in Santa Clara« 

Meanwhile, back on the home front, 
Ryot has a new bass player (George). 
Not wishing to be outdone , those 
boastmaster the Toung Alcoholics 
started Informing everyone that they 
were adding THREE bass players, and 
a horn section to boot. Their bene- 
volent acquaintances played along 
with this outlandish declaration, 
until the plot suddenly thickened 
and the band announced that said 
orchestral auxllilary was being 
ditched In favor of none other than 
Victor Orano, the guitarist from the 
long -defunct Spikes. According to an 
official communique Issued by same, 
the band plans on changing Its name 
to "Skipper," 

Old-timers the Schematic are cur- 
rently in search of drummer #B, 
since Jeff X, who has done his time 
with them, both as #7 and #1, has 
split for Europe, 

As for the evar-controverslal 
Scapegoats, they are featured on 
Noise Records* new cassette-only 
compilation, "Meathouse." They’ve 
also been In the studio working on 
an E,P, Any backers out there? 

And that's the 6:00 news, I'm 
Henry Hample, and keep that hate 




San FranciscoS 

San % 
Redwo^ 


"On 6-14-62, a large punk rock 
concert dance took place at 1001 
Center St... This concert drew what 
I would estimate to be a 150 
Juveniles and young adults. The 
Santa Cruz Police Dept, began 
receiving phone calls from 
neighbors, complaining about noise, 
Juveniles drinking alcohol and 
vandalisms occurlng In the area,,. 
Upon my arrival, I observed 
approximately £0 subjects In the 
alley and street. I could hear 
bottles breaking, and found the 
crowd to be very unruly. As I was 
talking to the neighbors, one of 
them pointed out a subject In a 
vandalism..* The suspect was a 
15-year old Juvenile, male, who iiad 
a strong odor of an alcoholic 
beverage on his breath and person. 
The subject stated he was the 
responsible subject who vandalized 
the schooi building and he was 
subsequently arrested,., Mhen 1 was 
at the station with the arrested 
subject, the Department received two 
additional phone calls fiotn 
neighbors. One .. .expressed a strong 
desire to stop the building from 
having dance and loud concert 
functions, (the other) was very 
upset that nothing had been done 
about this problem over the past 
year. And felt that the permit for 
the concert and dances should 
definitely be pulled from the 
building, , , " 

Santa Cruz Police Department, 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Garage band, MOHAWKS, emerged, and 
the HAPPY FLOWERS are sticking their 
ugly faces through the dirt again. 
CODE Of HONOR/SICK PLEASURE album 
due out soon, and then C of H takes 
off on a national tour. Still out on 
tour is MDC-Oave called and they're 
doing real well-their album Is being 
repressed now, DKs back from the 
rest of America, Biafra loaded with 
lots of great tapes and records to 
play on the radio , 

East Bay newles are Two MINUTE 
HATE, from Concord, and SCREAM (not 
the O.C . band) , from Alameda. INTEN- 
SIFIED CHAOS to put out record soon, 
as well as a DEADLY REIGN EP. 

The South Bay scene grows with 
EXECUTIONER, GRIM REALITY, and 
RESISTORS. KILLJOY broke up. WHIP- 
PING BOY back from their tour. Santa 
Crux's RYOT (great band) Is changing 
name to REDRUM (7), YOUNG ALCOHOLICS 
checking Into AA, San Jose's RIBSY 
Is recording , .too. 

The Valley, or Val, has new addi- 
tions: YOUNG PIONEERS, POOR WHITE 

TRASH, and AUTHORITIES (new EP on] 
the way from them). Up north, PUBLIC 
DENIAL hails from Napa, and from the 
'real* N, California (as they put 
It) comes Arcata's AGENT 66. 

There's been a lot of gigs this 
summer - no Elite Club shows, but 
BLACK FLAG, DOA, MINOR THREAT, etc. 
came through, and played both the On 
Broadway and small venues like the 
Tool & Die, "behind the Victoria 
Theatre," etc. Also great gigs at 
Clubfoot. Most of the local bands 
played at the Wednesday night Max 
RnR gigs. (Discontinued after Labor 
Day due to school reopening and dam- 
age and scammlng at the shows-it is 
'real cool' to scam into a show 
where you see 5 bands for $2) . Lots 
of out-of-town bands played those 
gigs too, like BATTALION OF SAINTS, 
YOUTH BRIGADE, REJECTORS, SOCIAL 
DISTORTION, CRUCIAL TRUTH, GOV'T IS- 
SUE, SCREAM. We will do am occas- 
sional ly throughout the year. 

Also, Eastern Front happened (see 
review) . The Max RnR compilation re- 
cord release party degenerated from 
a 48 hour bash to 3 separate nights. 
OK, but no special event. Nice of 
the DKs to take the same cut as all 
the other bands, allowing most of 
them to make more than they ever did 
at a gig. Oh yeah, the compilation 
Will be out by the time you read 
this - only 2 months late - thanks 
Faulty . 

Hey, keep us Informed of your 
band's plans for records, tours, or 
even your existence* We'll be espe- 
cially happy to receive your tapes 
(garage quality ok). 

Tim V 


gang 


California: Fresno 


hale Stewart 


Capitol Punishment- 
Frig Idettes 
Karnage-A,D .- 
Cambodian Kids 
Religious Hoilday- 
Cambodian Kids 
Personality Crises- 
Frlgidettes 
Minor Three t-MDC- 
Capltol Punishment- 
Cambodian Kids 
Authorities- Young 
Pioneers-Frlgidettes 


June 19 


Wttionvi 




CutrcniUt 


SANTA CRUZ. CALIF 


All of these shows were at the 
warehouse at 1128 Sarston in Clovis, 
a suburb of Fresno, The cops came 
out to a couple of them. They didn’t 
stop any of the shows, although they 
threatened to because of minors 
drinking and people milling around 
Ln the parking lot. 

Kainage played a good set. Some 
memorabls tunes were: "To Serve and 
Harass", "The Few, the Proud, the 
Dead" and "T.V, Eye", A.O. proved to 
be Interesting, but covered a lot of 
different styles. At the Cambodian 
Kids' first gig they were a little 
sloppy but full of fire. Since then 
they have gotten tight and strong. 
On June 19th Seven Seconds cancelled 
at the last minute and Religious Ho- 
liday from South Lake Tahoe played a 
few songs and Jammed. Personality 
Crises from Calgary, Alberta Canada 
biew everyone away with their audio- 
visual attack. That gig was the fun- 
nest ever In Fresno. Lots of comi- 
cal, good-hearted thrashing. 


For some strange reason, there 
have been no hardcore concerts In 
Santa Cruz for the last couple of 
months. In lieu thereof, the 
ever-burgeoning SCENE has been 
forced to strut its stuff at parties 
and out of town. Sad to say, but the 
summer's hottest local gigs, per se, 
have been Black Uhuru and the Stray 
Cats. 

Things were happening for a spell 
down in Monterey, where J.R. Cohen/ 
McPartland productions materialized 
two ambitious melees. The first, on 
Juiy 9, featured Black Flag, Nig 
Heist, False Alarm and Scapegoats. 
The second, on July 24, was head- 
lined by D.O.A, The latter show, 
though more sparsely attended than 
its predecessor, was particularly 
auspicious In that at least 3 1/2 

Santa Cruz bands got to play, and a 
new Monterey band called Chaos In 
America (C.l.A., stupid) made their 
well-received debut. 






W6 couldn't believe getting Minor 
Threat and MDC on one night, Capitol 
Punishment played a good set that 
night, Cambodian Kids got a little 
too drunk to play# MDC s Dave is a 
great lead singer. Everyone sang 
along to “Born to Die" "John Wayne 
was a Nazi," People around here have 
been very curious about the D,C, 
scene, so Minor Threat was well re- 
ceived, There was lots of agitated. 
Intense slamming for both MDC and 
Minor Threat, 




of their other recordings). It is 
available for $3.50 from the FARTI, 
3915 Sri Lander, Seattle, WA 90116. 
Also on Fartz Wreckerdz are the 

rejectors. 


Several of the local bands will go 
into the studio in late August to 
make a Fresno cassette compilation 
and possibly a 45, 


Washington: Seattle 


The biggest event for Seattle 
hardcore was the July 4th show with 
BLACK FLAG, the SUBHUMANS and SAC- 
CHARINE TRUST, It was practically 
the only event, A few weeks earlier 
DOA played here and In mid August 
social DISTORTION and VOUTH BRIGADE 
visited from LA. FEAR was supposed 
to come but were unable to find a 
place to play (hall owners were 
trembling in fear) . 

This summer has been bleak for 
hardcore with virtually no place to 
play and nc promoters Interested In 
the "marketability of hardcore." 
Over a dozen halls have been closed 
due to alcohol related problems and 
undue police harrassment (Seattle 
punks are much less than even a mi- 
nor threat). If the people don't 
wreck the hall, then the pciice will 
haul up and wreck the show. The only 
way a local band gets to play is If 
it either opens up for an out-of- 
town band or sets up and promotes 
Its own show. The bands are the ones 
who usually end up getting burned, 
so there isn't much motivation to 
babysit Seattle's rebellous youth. 

As for what is happening: the 
FARTZ, probably the best known local 
he band, play really great fast 
thrash with ever-important lyrics. 
Last year they released a 7" "Be- 
cause This Fuckin' World Stinks," 
They are soon to release a 12" 
"riorld Full of Hate" on Alternative 
Tentacles, In addition they have a 
cassette entitled "Live To An Audi- 
ence of One" (which includes only 
songs that are not available on any 


\tW? ft CALCULATIONS^JB^H 
From the sutjurb of Sellevue comes 
MrEPP, one of the most extreme bands 
I've ever heard (with intelligent 
lyrics). They have a 7" ep ("Of 
Course l*m Happy, rihy?" on Pravda 
Records, PO Box 9609, Seattle riA 
98109 at $2,50 pp> but they are a 
lot noisier and louder (= better) 
live. 

Also on "The Public Doesn't Exist" 
are the LIMP HJCHERDS, They have 
lots of droning feedback with no (or 
more than one) recognizable beat 
provided by even more percussion 
than the now- defunct Seattle nuwave 
dance comoo , the BEAT PAGODAS, Com- 
bine this with humorous, meaningful 
lyrics to form a landscape of aural 
intrigue, 

THE ACCUSED'S 19 SOng cassette is 
out and Is highly recommended by 
''tTtna (Young Punks) Doherty, Steve 
(Chicago Offender), Duff and Wllum 
(Punk Lust) Pugmyr (i haven't heard 
it yet). It's only a buck and two 
20^ stamps so come on! ririte to the 
ACCUSED, 42151 £, St,, HriY 525, 

Clinton, riA 96236, 

Other local he bands include EX- 
TREME HATE and HOBO SKANK, Unfortu- 
nately neither has played Seattle 
since the May closure of the Strand 
Hotel, 

The party/punks bands (bands that 
really don't have a lot to say but 
play loud, less aggressive music 
'with a good beat') in Seattle in- 
clude tne FASTBACK5 (who have a 12" 
5 song ep on no 3's records), the 
LIVING, and the SILLY KILLERS. 

rihat I really want to know Is what 
happened to the RUFU2GRS, a really 
great HM/punk band? Mike, Ward, and 
Tommy ex of the FARTZ were backing 
Joe Despair until he got married and 
split to NY, 

Craig Joyce 
The Attack 


LI HM'I 


California: Los Angeles 

"Summer Slam", Olympic Auditorium, 
Sunday, August 15, With Lost Cause, 
Aggression. Shattered Faith, Circle 
One, Channel 3, Battalion of Saints, 
Wasted Youth, Chron Gen and Vice 
Squad, 

Nine bands for $9, The Olympic 
Auditorium is a big hall downtown 
where they have roller derby and 


fake wrestling, Gy this place's 
standards, punks are a high-class 
crowd. 

This show was timed to the minute. 
Each band was allcted 25 minutes to 
play. The stage crew would watch 
their watches and count down to the 
last minute. One band was threatened 
with non-payment if they played an 
extra song. The band changeovers 
were the fastest I've ever seen, 
though. They only got a medium-sized 
crowd, which looks small In such a 
big place. Nine bucks is a lot of 
fiioney no matter how many grouos 
there are. 

1 was an hour late and had already 
missed two bands. Lost Cause frofi^ 
Qrange County had Just started when 
I came in. They played loud and 
fast, with an active singer and a 
crazy drummer 

Shattered Faith was next-another 
band 1 was looking forward to seeing 
for the first time. They started 
with one of my favorites, "Another 
Day Passes", 1 was disappointed, 
though, "Another Day Passes" (which 
can be found on the "Future Looks 
Bright Ahead" cassette compilation) 
is what 1 would call a "pretty" punk 
song. I don't mean that as a put- 
down, It has a pleasant riff and 
harmonious backing vocals. "Pretty" 
is the only word to describe it. 
They have a very distinct sound- 
especial ly the grlndy rhythm guitar 
which underlies the higher lead. 

Channel 3 opened with "I've Got a 
Gun" off their new Import single and 
played a lively set featuring such 
goodies as "Met Spots", "Mannequin" 
"Manzanar," Since they have a hit 
album someone made a crack about the 
bassist's "new Mercedes". Consider- 
ing Posh Boy, that is rather doubt- 
ful, Good fun from the boys from 
Cerritos. 

Chron Gen played medium speed pop- 
punk-whatever. One local 01 bol 
called them a "bunch of rich kids 
who are just sucking you off for 
your money." A minute later I saw 
him Jumping around the plt-I guess 
he didn't mind being sucked off. 

I was beginning to feel bored when 
on come the Battalion of Saints from 
San Diego, From first note to last 
they played at full power. The sing- 
er Is this big guy with bangs who 
never stopped moving and sang every 


-AND 




Then we started having fun* L,A* 
punks. In their never ending search 
for something new, are bringing back 
the pogot perhaps In honor of the 
English band (do they still pogo In 
England?)* Now, a guy will jump up 
and down as high as he can and peo- 
ple standing next to him will hold 
his belt and propel him even higher* 
with this human trampoline, the 
lightweight guys end up pretty high 
in the air* It may sound stupid, but 
what-the-fuck, it was fun. vice 
Squad finished with *Last Rockers", 
which really got the crowd going. 
For their encore they reprised "Out 
of Reach" and did "EMI". A fun set, 
I was able to leave the show feeling 
good. 

For a show of this size and length 
there was little stage diving but 
fortunately, few fights* The slam- 
mers were more Interested in having 
fun than throwing punches* 


blend great humor with Incredible 
speed; Negative Fx and the Mighty 
C.O.'s are both immobile as far as 
live gigs go, but they both are 
quick and on target with their 
songs* Deep Wound, who live in Wes- 
tern Mass, and have not yet played 
in Boston, have a demo of gnarly 
stuff that must be seen soon. Adding 
one to the list, 007-local faves of 
everybody-play Infeftlous dance rhy- 
thms. There it is... Boston! 

Shred- Editor, 

FRONTAL ASSAULT 


They're on a mini- tour, also piayrng 
North Carolina* Their new guitarist, 
Jason, Is great. 

Other guitarists In the news: 
Chris Caron from DEADLINE Is leaving 
for college, which is the end of 
that band. Pete Murray of ARTIFICIAL 
PEACE Is due back from Germany any- 
day * 

On the record front, IRON CROSS* 4 
song ep should be out on SKINFLINT/ 
OISCHORD as of this writing, as well 
as the Ip with FAITH and VOIO. 

Ending on a said note, BLACK MAR- 
KET BAB? has called it quits. While 
many new pgnks did not like them, 
they've been around since the TEEN 
IDLES days and were fuel fcr the 
most aggressive bands In the area. 
None of their recorded stuff really 
captures the full-on pump that they 
put out live, ("Asking the ques- 
tions, but not hearing the truth, 
living on dreams, America's Youth" — 
HLACK MARKET BABY). You don't know 
what you've got til it*s gone. 

Ian MacKaye 


District of Coiumbia 


Two, maybe three shows a month, 
that's it* D.C. has lots of bands, 
lots of kids, and lots of spirit, 
but nowhere to play. The only club, 
9:30, may do one or two shows a 
month, but that Isn’t consistent and 
local bands aren't usually Included, 
Fucked as that may seem the manage- 
ment Is actually very cool, hut they 
don’t feel they can deal with the 
amount of people and aggression the 
shows bring. It Is only out of a 
feeling of responsibility to vent 
some of the most legitimate and im- 
portant scene 0*C, has to offer that 
they do anv^shows at all. 
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This Is Boston. . , 

Boston's hardcore scene is young 
In comparison to others, but the 
groups that surfaced in the past 
year are not to be denied their say. 
Society System Decontrol Is the ori- 
ginal hardcore band from Boston and 
through some of their efforts we now 
have a strong scene* Although the 
clubs generally refuse to book 
"punk" acts, there have been a good 
number of shows in alternative 
spaces. One such club- Gallerv £asi - 
exists, but it takes a good amount 
of money upfront to reserve It. The 
hall Is completely open for slam- 
ming, there Is no alcohol or drugs, 
and most Importantly, cops do not 
hassle the kids. Many of the local 
bands (hardcore and otherwise) have 
done shows there with success and 
some oyt of town acts, like TSOL, 
Minor Threat, Government Issue, and 
Double 0, have also played. 


put X w oftm nm inteiuiJly. 


Pretty busy little place, this NY 
"scene" has been. Lots of gigs, vi- 
nyl, and cementheaded people have 
been running around town this summer* 
First the vinyl product has final- 
ly arrived from the MOB (Mob Style 
Records) , nihilistiCS (Visionary) , 
UNOEAD (Stiff), BEA5TIE BOVS (Rat 
Cage), FALSE PROPHETS (Worn Out) and 
also a compilation "nv Thrash" on 
Roir cassettes. No matter how good, 
or bad, It all has been selling 
pretty well with the FALSE PROPHETS 
and the NIHILISTICS going into 2nd 
pressings. 


There are occasional hall-glgs and 
even fewer parties, but they are al- 
most always hit and run* 

The last show was at the Old Mill 
Can actual millhouse) . It got busted 
but a few bands did play* NEGATIVE 
APPROACH were incredible* MEATMEN 
and NEGRO’S didn't get to play but 
were great In Baltimore. Newcomers, 
WHITE ZOMBIES are the first of the 
progressive bands (you know, "evolu- 
tionary post punk"). As much as I 
hate their "better than thou" atti- 
tude they did a fair performance* 
Mostly simple chord progressions 
with a sax thrown In for the arty 
touch. 

Another new band, SOCIAL SUICIDE, 
were great, considering that they 
only practiced with their new drum- 
mer, Danny (ex-YOUTK BRIGADE), once 
before. Someone told me that their 
main goal In life was to outdo DIS- 
CHORO, but 1 don't believe anyone 
could act that stupid. 

Speaking of stupid, HATE FROM IG- 
NORANCE had better be good, 1 have 
not seen them, but In a local 'zine 
they boasted that they have a lot 
more "musical orientation" than 
other D.C, bands. They said that 
most O.C. bands are "shit." Pretty 
tough words for a band that has been 
together for less than 4 months and 
only played one show,. Either they're 
good, or they're assholes. 

Catching the rays on the Florida 
beaches, are the boys from OOUBLE-0. 


For bands Boston cannot be better. 
SS Decontrol burn with excellence; 
Gang Green Is the fastest, thrash- 
able trio alive; The Freeze (on the 
punk scene since ’79) offer well- 
structured songs without lacking 
anything In the thrash attack de- 
partment; Jerry's Kids blare when 
they get a chance to play; the 
F.U.'s are the best performers this 
side of the world; and the Proletar- 
iat pump up a British-type sound 
with great style. 

Four new bands have emerged within 
the last three months to assure that 
the scene does not get stele. Dys 


FN^Si PHoF0tr3 

Where the clubs dictate, things 
have been In the bands' favor. The 
best news is that the tiny (under- 
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becoming 
a nation of 
geographical 
iiliterates... 


New York 4 New Jersey cownAftRt? 
statementj A/ ciuD has relocated in 
a bigger, nicer, hall - 2+2 Annex. 
Out of town bands don’t have to feel 
embarrassed by playing there, and so 
Par the club has hosted DOUBLE-0, 
scream, faith, and DEADLINE from 
D*C., F,Q,*s and O.y.'s from Boston, 
and most recently the ’PROCESS OF 
ELIMINATION’ tour. The Hudd Club has 
temporarily opened Its doors to 
’’hardcore” with a show with REAGAN 
yOUTH, CBGB’s had a "hardcDre” mati- 
nee with REAGAN YOUTH and the 
ABUSED, This Is only after the bands 
would agree to leave a deposit In 
case of damages. The FALSE PROPHETS 
played the elite Dancererla In a 
"Bound for Glory" showcase for 
"young” NY bands, and the PROPHETS 
also got the opening slot for 
Richard Hell’s return gigs to CBGBs, 
In the extreme. My Father’s Place 
had a "hardcore" show featurlhg the 
NIHILISTICS, MISGUIOED, ^ the KEAO- 
LICKERS. Good turnout makes it look 
like future gigs there are possible. 
In NY, Club Mod Is going to have a 
trial 3 "hardcore" shows in Sept, 
and Oct, If all turns out well, more 
gigs will be set. 

The weirdest, and most ambitious 
project Is a "If the Kids Are Uni- 
ted" show, being held Sept, 25 (ten- 
tative) in Lodi, NJ. The show will 
feature Z5 bands in ONE day, from 
Boston, Ohio, Phill, San Olego, and 
of course NJ and NY, and costs $7. 

Mell, isn’t that all nice and dan- 
dy? That Is it for generally all the 
h£p ^and cool happenings of ol* NY 
this summer, 

Lyle Hysen 
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Are Pissed J 
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RF7 Jesus Loves You 


Soviet skateiwarder 


Skatebonrdiiig may be ^ the nae iiv 
placts Uke uendy Scuibeju C«]UbrEuA. 
bul ID Miduon. Wis,. U h definitely 
on ibe ouiL Two n- 

£ ceai aceUteot^. oat 
when &n inebriated 
iXatebovder tailed 
through a tboppirti- 
pi*ll store v^^ov' 
at 1:30 a m., have 
the Madiaon p^oe 
depnrtDieni and 
some dty anmcLI 
members ufi in 
arms. Various puni- 
tive and restrictive measures are imdei 
cofisideraLk]n> meluding t proposal that 
sub^t ikaieboaiden who arc 
weaving siBpicioutly to a Breathnlj^'^ 
tot, the same one given to WjKMTniin 
autamobile drivers. In MadiKP. it seem 
some itifi fines may soon await itiff ska: 
boarders. While critics of the prop®' 
crackdown say that nobc^y can ride 
skateboard while drunk, k appears Itk 
some young people have been trying then 
ah^ level best. 
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Pfogrmn your own games 
Depend on your imagmaiiort 
instead of somebody else's 


THE BOMP INVASION IS HERE! 
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HKR: we heard soRtethlng you said 
about your new philosophy* 

Anna: Oh yeah^ that was when wa 
first started playing differently. 
We play a lot faster, and our set's 
only 15 flilnutes* 

Andy: It's funner* 

HRR: You never play any longer than 
15 minutes? 

Anna: We don't have many songs. So 
we're saying that since we always 
open, you should come in and watch 
MS and tnen get nessed up, cuz you 
will miss it if you're too slow, 
mRk: JacK, you were in tne army. Has 
that influenced your songs at all? 
Jack: No, 1 don't tnink it’s changed 
me- It has influenced me a little 
bit but not that much* It Just makes 
me hate the army, 

HRR: What about your songs? 

Jack; No, 1 haven't written any 

songs about the army because,,* 
ftndy; He's hoping for warl 
Jack: well , it just doesn't appeal 
to me, 

Mftfit Are you going to be touting? 
Anna: we nope so. 

Jack K.: We got a call from some guy 
in Houston to go down and play down 
there cuz Dave from MDC left our 
number, 

MHR: Do you want to put anything out 
on vinyl? 

Anna: Yeah, we're saving up money to 
go back in the studio. We might do a 
single with INTENSIFIED CHAOS, 

Andy: No way, it'd be a whole ep and 
Universal said they'd sponsor it, so 
ail we have to do Is get the tape 
In* 1 nope that works out, 
nRR: Are your songs mostly politi- 
cally oriented, or personal? 

Jack; Half of 'em are politically 
inciined and the other half are 

Anna:' We don't have any real fun 
songs, they're mostly pissed off. 


Andy: Rebellious* 

Jack: mat's punk rock for ya: 

Anna; I think It's pretty worthless 
to do any songs unless you have 
something to say. 

HRR; If you Could make one change in 
the scene, what would you want to 
Change? 

All; ND VIOLENCES 

Anna: People gotta start getting an- 
gry at violence, 

hkR: Does that include slamming? 

Andy; No, like real righting. 

Jack: Like jerks. Ana get rid of all 
the leather punks, all the guys that 
walk around in chains and spikes and 
stuff. Cause they're no use, they 
don' t have skateboards, they might 
as well die* Actually, it's not Just 
people Who wear leather and spikes 
and chains, but Just the ones that 
think punk is all about getting on a 
' bus and saying "Fuck you, man, why 
you staring at me, man, so I'm a 
butthole!" 

Anna; If you have to be violent, you 
could at. least direct it toward 
something like people who deserve to 
be beat up, like parents, if you 
wanna burn something, go burn a 
bank, go oo something that will hurt 
the system; not burn your own 

things, fight your own friends and 
people supporting [youl that pay you 
money* 

Jack: Don't burn the halls, don't 
burn the places where you deal, 

HRR: What do you think about new 

people on the scene? 

Anna: It's great. 

Andy: They're nice* 

Jack H: There should be more new 

Anna: There's gotta be more "right" 
people to educate* 

MRR: It seems like we never see you 
at gigs anymore except when you ' 
i play**. f 


Jack:' Host of the time I'm broke and 
maybe that's why you don't see me at 
gigs; otherwise 1 Just wanne go see 
groups that are worth seeing, 

Anna: It's also real wearing cuz we 
play so many shows. And for me, X 
get so sick of all the violence, I 
don't even want to go. 

Jack: I like to go to shows that are 
fun. 

Anna: There are hardly any fun shows 
anymore. 

Jack Hi Scott and Andy take drugs no 
longer, that's a nice thing to put 
in* 

Andy: That's the truth! Drugs are 
terrible. Drugs oo nasty things to 
people and they don't know what 
they're doing. 

Jack: Funk to me Is not all about 
going to snows- funk is Just doing 
What you wanna do and that's really 
cliche, but l don't care. I like to 
take acid and really have fun. 

Anna: If it makes sense, no matter 
what kind of person you are. If you 
fuck yourseir up, you're gonna be 
Just the same as everyone else who' s 
all fucked up, If you're a hippy or 
a Jock**, 

Jack: What l don't like is playing 
In front of a dead crowd, cuz 1 
think 1 put out a lot, 1 try to do 
my best. 

Anna; You know what really pisses me 
off is, even wnen you're playing in 
a Show ana the other bands come on 
last, they don't support tnelr own 

opening bands. HPC is really cool 
about that cuz they always go really 
early ano they're always there. 

Jack h: And they always get into 
every Dana, i Just get into sn, 

music pretty mucn mat's t lay to* 

Mrins; It'S hard as long as you 

kno* wnaf s godo ana wnat's oao ano 

tne re snouio oe more girls on tne 

f ioar . 
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ProgjL*m your own g^mes 
Depend on your imagjnation 
instead somebody else's 


"Punk sucks 1 Punk is dead I DEVO, whip it goodl" 
Ever wonder why those assholes out there yell those 
things, then throw rocks and bottles whenever you 
or I walk down the streets? Media distortion, of 
course. If Punk were everything the media said it 
was, then I hope it would die, and it does suck. 
You have to realise that the world out there be- 
lieves all the shit TV and the newspapers ram down 
their stupid little minds. They sit around their 
TV parties, read the pink section to see how many 
more ways Bill Graham can suck away their hardly 
earned money, and once in a while an article about 
Punk will show up. Or maybe some stereotypical Punk 
Rocker will appear on a situation comedy acting ob- 
noxiously and interested only in boose and New Wave. 
And the new wave? DEVO or HEAVEN 1 7 or some such 
garbage. Two or three days before the royal wedding 
(Big Fucking Deal) NBC news did a three minute spot 
on the Punk subculture, showing a bunch of poseurs 
on Carnaby St. with "Fascist Groove Thing" play- 
ing, Really! 

The morons who run Mass Media U,S*A. can only re- 
late Punk to the labels and coordinates that their 
long haired rocker brat kids use. Or worse, their 
own labels and coordinates. Sex, Drugs, and Rock 
and Roll, That ^ s all their stupid songs are about, 
so that^s all our stupid songs could be about, ob- 
viously that is all our stupid lives are about. 
Looked up in the ivory towers of RCA and CBS what 
else could they think? T^d love to tie them to a 
chair in a soundproof room and force them to' lis- 
ten to CRASS, the DKs , FLIPPER, BLACK FLAG, you know 
what I mean. Revenge for all those years of situa- 
tion comedies, but at least they would be exposed 
to something created by people Instead of some fuck- 
ing computer. 

When Sid Vicious died, a major event in the nec- 
rophiliac-concerned Rock and Roll world, both NBC 
and ABC used the "My Way" video from Rock and Roll 
Swindle and some Winterland footage to stress how 
we abuse ourselves, are on death trips. According 
to Serena Dank of Parents of Punkers, when on Hour 
Magazine, we all want to commit suicide, slash our- 
selves with broken glass. Since broken bottles lit- 
ter gig floors, we should all be dead by now. We*re 
just nice adolescents with mental problems. Our par- 
ents have fucking mental problems if they think Par- 
ents of Punkers will make us into "normal" people,' 
In the notorious CHIPS episode, the number one punk 
group was PAIN I Countless other cases of self -de- 
structive lifestyles and where does it go from here? 


Wiiann Randolph Hearst Jr. 
Ecitof-rK^iief,The Hearst Newspapers 
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a city whose name they can’t pi^onounce. News is sold 
as entertainmentt not Information. It’ s much easlert 
and much more profitable , to portray something in 
a sensational manner than rationally and accurately* 
And who does the selling? Madison Avenue* According 
to Media Culture by James Monaco, at least 78? of 
newspaper revenues and 86? cf network revenues come 
from advertisements - Give the people what they want, 
especially the Neilsen families < Those mysterious 
1,400 households in the Northeast that indirectly 
determine how America thinks* The population must 
be entertainedp not inf ormed* Show punks as a bunch 
of chaln-ladden maniacs who want to die young. Show 
diseased cows floating down the flood waters of 
Texas, It sells. 

But that Is just the stuff we know first hand, 
What about El Salvador and Lebanon and Iran and the 
Economy and Reagan and Nuclear War and Famine and 
other life and death of the human race situations? 
Ever notice how every news show will give the story 
from the same angle? Same camera angles, same poli- 
tical outlook^ same bullshit screened by Israeli 
censors. What about the other side? Token human 
interest stories about abortions in Guatemala is 
about all it will amount to. The Cuban Missle Crisis 
was almost totally covered-up by the media. News 
is sold as entertainment, buying Neilsen ratings 
and selling time to Purina Cat Chow, The corporate 
big brothers decide the truth for the evening, 

TV forces stereotypes upon us. Tells the popula- 
tion how to think and live. Of course America is 
racist to extremes* All Blacks act like the Jef- 
fersons if they * ve got money , or 3,ike Fred Sanford 
or whatever the current poor black situation comedy 
is this season. All Whites are stupid with college 
education's. All Mexicans are lazy drug addicts. You 
get the idea. The media no longer reflects our so- 
ciety, the society mimicks the media. You see them 
everywhere, on busses, BART, the streets, clones 
from your TV screens. All weari^^g clothes copped 
from their favorite TV programs, repeating the same 
insipid jokes, manipulating themselves into the same 
interpersonal situations so they don’t have to feel 
or think, just assume the positions and go through 
the motions* TV teaches children to beg for sugar 
and toys copied from the shows they watch. Mass pro- 
duced media for their mass produced minds. 

Now do you know why you’re being shit upon? How 
could one possibly expect anything less from an in- 
dustry, An industry that has grown fat and comfor- 
table off of the public’s creeping myopia. Let’s 
face it, people want fast, easy-to-digest answers 
in an age when there are none. So what do the in- 
dustrialists do, they manufacture some. Supply and 
demand. Provide the fix. Build a toilet seat to fit 
the ass. Create the stereotypes that the great buy- 
ing public feels at home with. Nothing like a warm 
place to shit, right? In return, they sell their 
.jeans, deodorant douches and Clash records and main- 
tain control* Control over what we see and hear and 
breathe. 

The future looks dim. It is going to get worse, 
just and visionaries will be snuffed like a stale cigaret 
bod- butt. They may try to laugh it off, but punk is a 
d inthreat to their complete control* 

Jerod Poor and Noiaebush 
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8/11/82 On Broadway p S.F. G.l,p 
Capitol Punishiaentp False Alarnv 
by Dr, Music 


Riot from Santa Cruz /Monterey area 
opened the show to about ten o£ their 
faithful supporters » Heeds some workp 
but they could be goodf keep at it! I 
just wish the lead singer would look up 
once in a while. False Alarm from Mont- 
erey played next. What can I say, these 
guys are suicidal , They seem to have an 
aversion for playing in an upright posi^ 
tion. The lead singer spent about 3/4 'a 
of the time in the air and even tried 
to dive into a glass of water placed on 
stage. He couldn^t fit into it though 
and ended up with quite a few cuts. 

False Alarm has energy that won't quit, 
ever ! We should have more people with 
this kind of enthusiasm! Lots of Fun! 
Capitol Punishment kept it going with 
more fast, rad tunes, one right after 
another. Scream, from D.C,, played next 
and did they crank! Included in their 
set was this great rockabilly-ska-square 
dance song that took everyone by sur- 
prise and got everyone dancing. More 
bands should take chances on new or dif- 
ferent stuff , Don ' t worry about what 
people think, just do it! Everyone got 
upset at C,I,, from D,C., who eaded the 
show, because they didn't look hardcore. 
Sky Stabb came out in this great pastel 
outfit with shades and they blazed out 
some great songs. Ho one in S.F, seems 
to want to have fun at shows or can see 
the humour la visiting bands that do. 
These guys were great but people would 
not alloi^ themselves to admit it be- 
cause they didn't look "right." Don't 
go by appearance. Go by the music! 


7/22/82 Prophylactics 2000 - Sacramento. 
Black Flag, Crucifix, cools by Dr, Music 


Faatastic show In a really mind-blow- 
ing place. This place was pure disco 
from the word go. Mirrors everywhere, 
on the walls, poles, celling, floor, 
chaira, everywhere. On top of all that 
they had thia huge laser light /mirror 
ball /bat ties tar machine hanging from the 
ceiling, what a trip! cools opened but 
unfortunately 1 got off work late and 
since 1 had to drive all the way up to 
Sack, 1 just missed them, I had a tough 
enough time trying to find the place 
since . the usual crowd of punks hanging 
out outside was non-existaat , I meaa 
nobody. Could they know something we 
don't (like it's more fun inside than 
outside)? Crucifix played next and I 
have never seen people this excited over 
Crucifix. They played loud, hard, and 
fast and that's exactly what the crowd 
wanted. No pit and audience separation 
here, it was all pit! The mounting ex- 
citement over the actual appearance of 
Black Flag in Sacramento was sidetracked 
for a moment with cries of "who*s that?" 
and "where's Henry?" when they got their 
first glimpse of the new Henry Rollins 
Garfield. But total enthusiasm took over 
when BF blasted through their set and 
showed everyone that hair doesn't mat- 
ter! It didn't matter to these kids and 
they thrashed with a frenzy, with every- 
one doing at least one stage diva, in- 
cluding the girls! And no fights! Punk 
tradition was then upheld afterward as 
everyone hung out outside the place un- 
til Jetry Brown came over and told every- 
one to go home. Go see Sack shows! It's 
not that far! Car pool it! 


-fX-Acy a? 

8/ 27/ 82 On Broadway, S,F, Animal Things 
100 Flowers, Red Kross, Middle Class 
by Dr , Music 


ItH) Flowers played fun, danceable mu- 
sic that 1 thought would get everyone 
going for sure, but it didn't and 1 
don't know why. Ho megaton behemoths 
were present to Instantly vaporize any- 
one trying to dance. In fact, no one 
was "slamming" and I was surprised that 
more people didn't let go and just have 
fun. Red Kross drew the most people of 
the night as well they should, litese' 
guys 'n gals would have to be the ulti- 
mate party band. They don't care what 
anyone thinks and just do what they 
want to do, which is play some of the 
funnest tunes around, Partridge Family 
covers included! I think Tracy (their 
guitarist) and the bassist for UXB should 
have a runoff for Miss Funk Universe 
1982. Red Kross rules! Middle Class 
played to an empty house to end the show. 
They played energetic. Gang of Four type 
music but most people didn't respond. 

1 wish the lead singer would do those 
great dances he used to do. Maybe it was 
Just because of the lame crowd , what 
there was of it. Middle Class used to 
be THE fastest, but now since they've 
changed everyone seems to have given up 
on them. I still think they're good! * 
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8/7/62 Clubfoot I S*F* Social Unrest, 
Juvenile Justice » Scapegoats 

by Dr , Huslc 

Clubfoot has to rank right up there 
with the DewDrop Inn as the tiniest club 
around. It seems to make for a better 
atmosphere and it doesn^t seem so enpty. 
Scapegoats opened the ahow« I think 
these guys were before their time when 
they first started and are now past 
their prime. Just missed, guys, HiA,D. 
then stole the show by ripping out an 
incredible, powerful^ energy and set* 
Santa Cruz could have the best band 
around in these guys. Get these guys on 
vinyl! Somebody, anybody! Juvenile Jus- 
tice end Crucifix went by too quick for 
me to notice and Social Unrest closed 
out the show with e cool set that got 
the giants bashing. These guys are real'* 
ly good! 


^ 8/18/82 On Broadway, S,F. Social Dis- 
tortion, Youth Brigade, UXB, Crucial 
1 Truth, Demented Youth by Dr* Music 

Demented Youth opened the show and 1 
won’t say anything about them because 
I hate to cut down bands* Who knows, 
they could get better. Crucial Truth 
played next and their lead singer was 
pretty intense, doing his best Ian im- 
itation. Lots of HH mixed in with thrash, 
including more guitar solos than I've 
heard in a long time, still real good 
though, UXB played fantastic* They've 
got to be ranked right up with H,A,D* 
for top H,C. band. Cool, powerful, and 
wild! With the cutest bass player on 
earth, yeowl Get this band on vinyl, 
immediately! Youth Brigade, from L*A* 
started out the BYO North American tour 
next. Lota of fun dancing with no big 
killers wrecking it. Not many people 
showed up but the ones that did really 
enjoyed themselves and got to be on film! 
Youth Brigade has lots of great sing- 
along type songs with intelligent lyrics* 
Hard-working guys keeping the scene go- 
ing in L.A. Social Distortion closed out 
this night with their great brand of 
rock li’ roll. Great response from the 
audience too as they ahowed that they 
can really lay it down. More people 
should go to these shows and see these 
up and coming bands, don't wait and be 
the last kid on the block to get in on 
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Van with driver /soundman 
available for local S.F. and 
Bay Area gigs. 

Pickup and deliver gear to 
and from local shows - $35 
per day including gas and 
driver/soundman. 


Out of town shows $35 per day and gas Call 282-3509 Ask for Microwave 
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DEAR MARIA-THIS IS AN APOLOGY TO YOU 
FOR MY TACKING ON SOME COMMENTS TO 
lOUR INTERVIEW ARTICLE IN THE LAST 
ISSUE. IT'S NOT THAT I REGRET WHAT I 
SAID, THAT ONE CAN'T BE TOO POLITI- 
CAL IN THIS FUCKED DP WORLD, BUT SO- 
lETIMES I GET REAL PANICKY(SEE THIS 
^AGE FOR EXAMPLE). SORRY TIM 
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Lingerie is so ap- 
pealing that the bra 
and waist clncher 
are now as important 
as the lace petti- 
AA^tt. . To be seen I 
'^Irls in Paris 

o paque lace 

shirts or 
iKfciown as part 


Leather never iooked oetter 




BATHER 


in (spare change?). The real change is 
inside, in your laind and soul, and your 
approach to life. What you look like 
rneans nothing (I^ve already assunied too 
much) ; looks mean nothing, because people 
'-/ill just follow trends. Some with wit. 
Others without ever thinking about cre- 
ating alternatives. Leather gear and 
spikey hair is beautiful, and is a de- 
monstration of anger towards the status 
quo -but it can also be a simple, nega- 
tive way to bitch about this world. To 
some, beauty is an ugly word. Ah, well. 
Some people are ugly. j 

perhaps I was just a bit erased with 
my notions of modern leatherette fem- 
ales. • .hard-edged make-up and black duds' 
suggested not only a rejection of thei 
typically soft, wimpering and placid 
'.-/Oman, but also an assertion of strength, 

I assumed that colored hair wasn ' t just 
for playful shock purpose or political 
statement, but maybe also for the pure 
glory or coror itself. 

Again I assume too much* Of course 
we don't all act with Art in mind. The 
manner of your walk reveals a lot like 
it or not, you're a walking canvas. It 
upset me to hear a girl say, "I dyed my 
hair blue because he wanted It blue*'' 
Sounds crasy, but it happened* The sen- 


boarding, but many aren't comfortable 
in this rough form of play. They feel 
rather out-of-it* Not only canH they 
carry off the rough-housing very easily 
but I'd be surprised if they really had 
any interest in it* Many people don't 
like getting smashed around for a night's 

" ' ' mean to 


fun, male or 
knock slamming 
burning off ei 
dance floor, 

’'Boys make war 
dolls," whan talking about the ways we 
were trained to think from the day we 
were born, but there Is truth in it. 
We can't assume that "liberation " means 
having crossed over Into the male world* 
Who wants it all? It does mean having 
the freedom to dive off the stage, get 
equal pay and have a little room to 
hang-out near the stage, wear mohawks, 
leather or a pretty dress, whether boy; 


/A/c/r-<e. 
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mRR: Do you rememDer the first shoi» 
you put on? 

Dirk; Qh, that would have been Laboi 
Day, about 5l?i or seven years ago. 

MRRj For six or seven years, every 
night, first at the Maounay ana now 
at the On Broadway, you've been put- 
tin^ on ^ufiK shows, you must De a 
very sick man, Olrk, .. 

Dirk! Probably , ClaughsJ 
mkR ; You must have quite a perspec- 
tive Oh the scene, having seen It go 
through who knows how many changes? 

Dirks Mell, there have been a number 
of generations of people who have 
come and gone. There was an interes- 
ting scene this last Friday, some 
kid saying goodbye. He was going to 
Idaho to go back tb school, since 
the vacation was coming to a close. 
Those kind of scenes have been going 
on now for whatever number of years 
we've been at it. People saying 
"Well, I've got to go back to 
school," and when they come back 
they have a slightly different out- 
look. it's two years later and they 
come back and they are no longer 

punks, they're in the main stream. 
It keeps evolving. Ihe same problems 
repeat themselves with the younger 
set, as It comes In. Until they 
learn the ropes. 

mhk: uo they really? 

uirk: Uaughsj l remember one of the 
first people was Hichaei Kowalsky 
Tof bXAJ who got k.o.ed by Jeff 

Olener of the NUNb, when he Jumped 

(jp on to the stage, and flattened a 
table when he fell backwards, lhat 
was sort of the beginning In terms 
of encounters or whatever you want 
to call it, I hate the word vio- 
lence, i prefer to use the word 


"energy" cause I think "violence" 
immediately has a connotation which 
Isn't necessarily there. Violence, 
to me, meansAaiicious intent. Maybe 
that's picking bones or being 
legalistic, but, in most cases, i 
think the media misinterprets the 
energy of youth, bouncing up ano 
down or whatever. You've got to live 
witn these kids till they get 
through that stage. It's frustrating 
to deal with a new audience until 
they integrate, i would hate for 
them to become boring and totally 
"mellowed out." 1 don't think that's 
necessarily the prefer^able 

alternative to their over ener- 
getic running around the pool. 

mkh: 5b, ybd don't see any differ- 
ence between what's happening in the 
scene now compared to like, four 
years ago? 

Uirk: well, there are definitely 
certain differences. 1 think the san 
i-rancisco Art Institute had a 
stronger influence on the earlier 
groups, especially In tne area of 
graphics. 1 think It's sort of sad 
that there doesn't seem to be as 
much creativity now as there was 
then. Take a look at the posters, 
that's one of the interesting things 
about the knockout art that you can 
create with xerox. After a while It 
becomes less demanding to turn out 
something. mat's tne only thing 
that 1 feel is really negative in 
terms ot tne creative standpoint. I 
think that's because people are more 
Into the music rather than the total 
communication aspect that some of 
the earlier bands were into. This 
was because tney had their roots In 
fhe Art Institute. 


MRR: HOW much do you think the age 
factor plays in that, as well? 

Dirk: A great deal. Obviously a 

fourteen or fifteen year old isn't 
going to be found at the Art Insti- 
tute. Which In tne long run may ac- 
tually be more Interesting or bene- 
ficial. wnen you see someone like 
the bassist In Free Beer, and how 
Old is he, ii, la? by ly, you're 
going to see one nell of a musician 
mat no one can stop. J. think that's 
great. The problem is to deal with 
him, or people of his age, right 
now. Looking at it from the stand- 
point of someone who has to deal 
with the legalities of a liquor lic- 
ense, and you're dealing with a per- 
former on stage who's that young, 
and who therefore is going to re- 
late to an audience of the same age, 
this offers me a great challenge," 
since alcohol Is involved, 

mhh; how have you dealt with that, 
so far? 

Ulrk: uhhh (laughs) , by never stop- 
ping; running double time the whole 
evening. And by throwing some of my 
fits. You've seen me. 

MHR: Yes, Indeed. 

Dirk; But, you learn to live with it. 

HRRs You seem to oe singing a dif- 
ferent tune tonight. 


Olrk: Oh, I'm still frustrated. I'm 
upset sometimes when somebody dam- 
ages a piece of equipment which ot- 
her people have literally busted 
their asses to get, by throwing 
benefits or something. Some jerk In 
the audience thinks it's funny to 
pull a mike cord which cause a S12Q 
mike to fall over, which probably 
hasn't been paid for yet, so then we 
have to sit there and pay for it ano 
still not have a mike. Dr you'll 
have somebody destroy an seat, 

so that means the next 24U tickets. 
Instead of being will be y^,5U» 
mat's the way it goes. There Is no 
mommy and daddy either In tne sky or 
elsewhere that's going to give you 
money, it's trie audience that pays 
for It, The promoter is only ex- 
changlng money . 

MKK; You have been doing this for 
six years, and some people might 
think "Ah, he's been ripping off the 
scene for six years," What kina of 
shape are you really in after all 
this time? 

Dirk; About $3U,00D in the hole, 
with ex-employees suing us, printers 
chasing after us* I still wear a 
pair Of tennis shoes that i wore two 
years ago, and most of my clothes 
are in the same condition. The thing 
Is 1 feel that nobody forced me to 
choose my lifestyle, and 1 obviously 
enjoy what 1 do, or else 1 wouldn’t 
do it, it can be painful at times 
but 1 have no complaints. That's the 
Challenge I undertook, it annoys me 
When I see peopie who aren't putting 
two ano two togetner. in other 
words, like when we were kidding 
around earlier about the photograph 
that 1 gave you, of me looking like 
a drooling idiot. I mean, i think 
it's a fun thing. The next person 
who sits there and sees it is going 
to say "i HAT'S what the asshole 
LOO kS LIKE. YEAH, THAT'S HIM AL- 
RIGHT'" and totally not realising 


actyaily sat there ana retoychea 
It and made myself crosseyed > It's ' 
Dasically me oeing able to laugh at 
myself, 

wkk: Qringing up the concept of a 
sense of humoTp do you tnink that 

there is less a sense of humor or a 

sense of satire in punk than there 

used to he? 

Ulrk; Hell, the thing is that when 

you're dealing with a younger audi- 
ence, 1 don't mean to knock then, 
the people out there who are m or 
15, they're the really adventurous 
ones, and from that standpoint I'm 
totally on their side, cut Dy virtue 
of the fact that they haven't had as 
many experiences, In some ways they 
wear blinders, ihey're very intense 
in what they feel, so if you present 
something different, they automatl- 
caily have to sit there and become 
little racists- Pm saddened to see 
this. The fact that they can't be 
opened minded and say *'QK, live and 
let live" because If It wasn't for 
that very attitude, Punk wouldn't 
have come about, fhe thing that 1 
have been striving with, whether It 
was at the Mabuhay or at the On 
Broadway, Is to give people the op- 
portunity to express themselves. Our 
goal Is to provide an open access 
platform to people for them to do 
their own thing on, Now if that 
means to destroy that platform then 
It becomes an Interesting challenge 
for the people who have to keep the 
platform open, 1 think that anybody 
who wants to des.troy that platform 
is basically a fascist* this is be- 
cause he or she is using their might 
rather than their creativity to 
□ring about change- That's where £ 
part ways wltn some of the younger 
punks when you see these football 
heavies or whatever using their body 
to oppress somebody else on the 
dance floor, Theresa, Biafta's wife, 
says she doesn't enjoy going to 
shows anymore because she's always 
enjoyed standing In front and she 
Just can't take the risk of having 
some 230 Ibi bozo land on top of her, 

HKK; I've been thinking, either you 
are extremely committed to doing 
this or you Should end up committed, 
or you're Just some kind of a maso- 
chist, 

Dirk: Well, tlaughsj 1 really don't 
go home and have to clean up, uh, 
from having, uh, climaxed, It's more 
like 1 have to clean off the snot 
from my sleeves cause people have 
been spitting at me, I'm sure that 
other people that have some sort of 
goal or vision go through something, 
I Just would like to create a thea- 
ter or a stage in which someone wltn 
the most rudimentary of reguirements 
can get up and do his or her thing, 
and have the technical crews to plug 
them In, That's another challenge, 
getting a technical crew that Isn't 
Judgmental, That therefore, if they 
don't like something, they won't sa- 
botage the music. It's always diffi- 
cult to find sound engineers and 
lighting people and such that want 
to work with some of the 1 laughs) 
SDSs that 1 call artists. 

MRR; Currently, there have been some 
problems that have come up with 'the 
Introdyctloh of these Wednesday 
night shows that we have been doing. 

I thought you might want to talk a 
little about this. 


Dirk; Well, when you and 1 and the 
acts have organized a show and then 
put a S2 price on it, it's obvious, 
or should be to anyone, when you 
start multiplying. Let's say that 
you get 200 people and 100 people 
paying their way Into a show, and 
then you have these huge guest lists 
and the next guy comes along and 
says "Oh well, 1 think I'll write my 
initial on a wall" or, worse yet, 
kicks a chair through a window, It 
would make it Just Impossible to 
give those kind of prices. You and I 
and Jeff are all aware that a lot of 
people don't have the kind of money 
to pay to see shows that are pre- 
sented at some of the other clubs in 
town. That's why we worked to get 
this down to $2, but when other in- 
dividuals start screwing around, 
which has nothing to do with the 
music or freedom of expression, I 
mean It doesn't take any intelli- 
gence to break a chair, 1 think It's 
the disunity from within that is 
going to destroy the Punk movement, 
nothing from without, the more crap 
you receive from without the strong- 
er it actually becomes. It Is this 
sniping at each other and tearing 
away from within that's going to 
screw things up. 



MRR: You mean trying to establish a 
kind of communication or peer pres- 
sure. 



MRR: 


3ohn Hanamura 

I think it's a small minority 


of nut cases that are ruining It for 
everybody else. Maybe you should 
discuss the possibility that you may 
not be holding anymore hardcore 
shows at this polnt- 


Olrk: The thing is, I always find 
myself, when I'm really angry, say- 
ing "That's got to be THE last one," 
But then I Immediately realize that 
this is the wrong way to go about 
things, because 90 people are total- 
ly blameless for the actions of a 
couple. However, 1 think that we 
should all watch ourselves and our 
friends for when somebody may be In 
a bad state because he or she may 
have had too much to drink or mixed 
their drugs badly and all of a sud- 
den somebody is doing something 
which you realize can hurt the situ- 
ation, whether it involves the li- 
quor license being busted cause a 
13-year-old is drinking or has 
passed out In the bathroom, or some- 
body is stuffing a beer bottle down 
the plumbing in one of the Johns. 
Those things are usually done within 
the sight of people and I think we 
should just walk up and say "That's 
not cool. Just cut It out," 


Dirk: Peer group communication, 

really. See, the thing is, pressure 
or coherslon, if you say to someone, 
"THAT WILL BE THE LAST TIME YOU DO 
THAT!" - smash! 1 think that's the 
wrong way of going about it. We 
would really like if some people 
would come forward and say, look, 
we'll help to sort of be a 'sanity 
squad* or whatever you want to call 
it, 1 know that members of various 
bands, like Henry of Black and 
Biafra as well as others, have 
spoken out on this and have said 
how, on the one hand, we are talking 
against fascism and, on the other 
hand, we're being little fascists, 
I'm not suggesting that people run 
up and down the aisles like school 
monitors. What we would really Ilka 
to see is people coming out and 
saying "OK, we'll watch out for some 
of the equipment of stage," etc, 
etc. And I don't think this should 
be limited to the On Broadway, 
Trashing of clubs happens every- 
where, You just can't change 
economics. There are only 100 pen- 
nies to the dollar and when vou 

spend 30 of those repairing some- 
thing that had nothing to do wltn 
the entertainment or creative pr^r- 
tlon of the show, then it Just means 
that you have 3aW less to spend. 

Like you guys have been doing the 

booking for no money and when a 
group comes, whether they're from 
Texas or L,A,, and they get I3D, and 
they start looking around and go 
"How come? It looked like there were 
230 In the audience and how come 
there was only S200 left for all the 
bands to divide Instead of twice 
that much?" Hell, most of those 

people, a lot of them climbed over 
the baiconey or sneaked In the back. 
In order for me to stop them from 
doing that I would have to hire 
someone for $20 to be a watchdog for 
the whole six hours of the show, 1 
mean, we can stop It but then it be- 
comes a situation similar to a 
Uraham show, where everybody sits in 
their little seats and behaves them- 
selves. It doesn't have to be that 
extreme. The things that we are ask- 
ing for is Just mutual cooperation 
from everybody. When you notice that 
your friend has taker, too much booze 
or too many drugs and is In bad 
shape or If they are Just hyped up. 
Just tell them to cool It, 1 feel if 
you go and approach somebody the 
greater majority of people will re- 
act positively. There will always be 
that one or two that have given 
problems before that aren't really 
going to be touched regardless what 
we say. But that's to be expected. 
All we can do is try. 









MAD Is undoubtedly one of frtortHero 
California's best bands-extremely 
tigtitf raging bardcore> Hailing from 
Santa Cruz, these I surfers and a 
skater really gnarl. I mean, they're 
real shreddy- Oh fuck, what I really 
mean is that they're an incredibly 
powerful outfit of perfectionists, 
who more than hold their own with 
the great well-known powerhouse 
bands* 

M*A*D. Is a military acronym for 
Mutual Assured Destruction, a theme 
of some of their songs- Cliff, the 
singer, says they're not a 'politi- 
cal' band, but have a very personal- 
ized perspective. 

When I tfied to get to the root of 
their intensity, 1 wiped out, so I 
think it might be better to just 
quote some of the guys' statements* 
Heedless to say, they are pretty 
funny. 

MRR: Steve, what do you think about 
when you're up there playing guitar 
with these Incredibly pained expres- 
sions on your face? 

1 think, ah what am 1 doing here, 
1 should be at night school. 

I should mention that I'm anti- 
beach, surfing and bodysurfing* 

I moved to Santa Cruz 'cause it's 
a little LA. 

MRR: How are you different from ty- 
pical surf clones? 


& 



Cliff: They way we look, there's 
lots of Jealosy, believe It or not. 
All these kooks sit there and act 
like they surf, then they condemn 
you for having short hair, then you 
go out and surf better, 

1 don' t mind not having a lot of 
food to eat and being kinda skrotey. 
Dave; They can't accept people dif- 
ferent* they think they gotta be 
better and put you down some way 
cause they're bltchin', blond and 
wavy haired* 

Cliff: There's tension between sur- 
fers even from one side of town and 
the other. You gotta watch out for 
some big gnarly surfers*^ 


The tpunk] scene got real separa- 
ted; a lot of people hated each 
other. But now it's growing closer 
together, and there are great bands 
like RYOT, FALSE ALARM and stuff, 

MRR: Why do you always wear that 
dumb hat, Steve? 

Steve; Actually, I think it's about 
time to go to Supercuts. I'm thor- 
oughly disgusted with the hairdo, so 
I wear the hat all the time. 

Bill; Steve keeps us on the right 
track [with his fanatacism in song- 
writing}. Ho matter how often we 
think he's wrong, he ends up being 
right . 

Steve: Reae^^iber, nobody rules. 
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/ Pledge A llegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of Bechtel and to the 
tyranny for which it stands, one 
corporation, under God. Indivisible, 
with Profits and Power for Stephen. 

Stephen Bechtel 3r. 

Whether you realize It or nott our 
worl d ' s ml gh 1 1 1 y 1 n f 1 ue need by t h 1 s hard 
playing head of the g^ant Bechtel Cor* 
poration> Though the Bechtel Co* has been 
making headlines recently for its pen- 
chant for buying top government offi- 
cials, its influence is really much 
greater and more pervasive thancontrol- 
ling mere Secretaries of State or De- 
fense • Thelargestinthe world, Stephe n 
Bechtel ^s construction company ( *^We will 
build anything, anywhere, anytime*') vir- 
tually creates its own foreign policy. 

Rather than Just thinking of Bechtel 
when you read news of another huge con- 
tract awarded him or one of his golf 
buddies, think of his Influence on our 
dally lives. 

In the Bay Area, for Instance, we have 
the "Bechtel Tax" -a sales tax that 
all of us pay for BART, that troubled 
mass transit system that Bechtel pushed 
for, designed, and built* Decades later, 
we continue to pay for the system with 
every £-pack* record, t-shlrt, or skate- 
board we buy. And what have we got? A 
quirky system designed to bring white- 
collar workers Into the "Manhattan of 
the West", which used to be called San 
F rancisco. 

And where's Bechtel? Oh, he lives in 
Pebble Beach, They don't pay the extra 
tax down there* 

Every time you pay your utility bill 
you can think of Stephen Bechtel, Or,, 
too , Bis compa ny has bui It 3 of the 
nuclear power plants in our country. And 
as these boondoggles run at half power, 
with soaring maintenance costs and 1 n- 
creasl ngly-apparent dangers, don' t blame 
your utility, Steve Bechtel sold them the 
damn things in the first place. 

But where's Bechtel? Ke has already 
shifted his Power Division to get the 
lucrative contracts to clean up and/or 
dismantle these nuclear time bombs, llk&- 
ly to make more money at It in the next 
20 years than they did building them* 
The Three Hlle Island nuclear plant Is 
a current clean- up/repair project, esti- 
mated at earning them $lbiLllonby 1987, 
while repairing the e n gl ne e r I ng de feet s 
of the Rancho Seco pi ant 1 s a noth er » By 
hiring Bechtel, PG^E felt they would be 
able to obtain the government's permis- 
sion to bring the plant to full power. 
Considering Bechtel's government ties, 
tt seems a smart move. 

Have you seen downtown San Francisco 
lately? You can't. It ' s been burl ed un- 
der 50-story refrigerator boxes -Steve 
Bechtel's idea of progress. Even from 
the Say Bridge (Bechtel , 1939), the qnce- 
oeautl fui city has been engulfed by mega- 
structures that make 1 1 look like every 
other uni nhabltable city in the nation. 
Cold wl nds blow through empty streets 
while all of the commuters flee to the 
safety of the suburbs . 

Who will win the arms race? One sure 
bet Is Bechtel. The Chronicle carried 
the heartening news 3uly JT that the 
company would be applying their engi- 
neering brilliance to the MX mlssle. That 
day they received $19,3 ml 1 LI on t o study 
a basing concept that would put the mis- 
sies 2-3,000 feet underground. After the 
Russians bomb the fuck out of us, these 


missies would "burrow their way to the 
surface to hit Soviet targets," Greatl 
The final decision on the NX's will 
be made Dec, 1, and although Cap Wein- 
berger (Bechtel alumnus 1980) has "dls- 
q ua 1 1 f 1 ed himself f r om a ny o f fl cl a 1 ac ts 
Involving the Interest of the Bechtel 
Corp, '* I have a suspicion that the 'bur- 
rowing missies' might one day surface. 
Carry the nightmare further, and you'll 
have Stephen Bechtel emerging from his 
bomb shelter to a ffe r hi s compa ny ' s ser- 
vices In clearl ng up th e debris left by 
the holocaust. Andlfhls mlssle basing 
plan Isn't chosen (this Is the best part) 
he's still $19,3 million rlcherl 

Bechtel's ability to be in the right 
place at the right time Is uncanny, and 
more than Jus t a col ncl dence , For exam- 
ple, when the Arab countries began to 
rise in wealth and power, Bechtel was 
there with a few former ambassadors and 
CIA dl rectors i n i ts pocket to take ad- 
vantage of the situation* 

The result Is the 1 nc red! ble ability 
they have for gobbll ng up 1 ucratl ve con- 
struction contracts everywhere. Their 
most notable project Is In 3ubail , Saudi 
Arabia, where Bechtel Is engaged In the 
largest single construction Job in the 
hi story of the world, transforming the 
sleepy fishing village Into a complete 
cl ty where 300,000 people will 11 ve , work 
and die. From the desall nlza tlon plant 
than cleans the water to the industrial 
plants they work in,,.. It will ail be 
stamped "Hade by Bechtel". 

Bechtel discovered the wonders of worl^ 
I ng for the go ve r nme n t during WW 1 1 , bul 1 - 
dl ng Ll be rt y Shi ps * War pr o f i t ee rl n g? It 
Is a dirty Job, but somebody has to do 
it. For 3 years workers ' wages were fro- 
zen for the "'good of the country", while 
Bechtel made ml 1 1 1 ons of f a n Investment 
of less than $100*000* 

Bechtel's partneratthe time was Oohn 
HeCone, an Interesting fellow who went 
on to fame as head of the Atomic Energy 
Commi ssion u nde r El senhower a nd CIA chief 
unde r 3FK a nd LB J , 

But let's not go at this haphazardly. 
He re * s a 11 s t o f some of the major Bech- 
tel men currently running the country j 
Casper Weinberger - Secretary of De- 
fensej Bechtel's chief counsel until his 
aopol ntment ■ 

Ceorge Schultz - Secretary of State; 
Bechtel's $500,000-a-yedr president fron 
1974 to 19 S2; Reagan brou oht him t o Wash, 
(or vice-versa) as consultant in 1980* 
W. Kenneth Oavls - Oep Secretary of 
Energy; V , P, of the Bechtel Power Co,,: 
with them si nee ' 58 ; thou gh hi s work a t 
Bechtel was building the now-deadly fal- 
tering nuclear plants, Davis recently 
commited the U.5, to the breeder reactor 
orogram. You' 11 never guess who's get- 
ting the contracts* 

Philip Ha bib -Even special envoys need 
steady employment* Habib is a special 
consultant for Bechtel working In Asia 
and the Pacific (New Guinea and Indo- 
nesia, where Bechtel is 1 n bl g ) , Now that 
he's negotiated the end of the destruc- 
tion of Beirut, watch to see who gets 
the contracts to rebuild that city. 

Richard Helms-CJA director under Nlxoi 
and later ambassador to Iran* Used his 
contact s I n the Hlddle East for Bechtel 
when he served as a consultant. Ho sur- 
prise that Bechtel was di ggl ng for cop- 
per In Chile again, not long after the 
C lA-Kl ssl nger- PI nochet coup. 

The list goes on and on. The Los An- 
e 1 e s Times has estimated that T TuTT 
/6th of Bechtel ' s employees have gov- 
ernment backgrounds. Their futures? 

What surprises con we expect from Bech- 
tel ? One ca n onl v guess , Besides bul Idi ng 


the HX mlssle bases, there Is a chance 
a Bechtel-designed and built breeder 
reactor will become more and more favored 
by our energy "experts"* Reagan's ap- 
proval of the Clinch River Breeder 
Reactor Is the first signal. A House 
Energy 4 Commerce Subcommittee called It 
"a costly and technical fiasco"! oppo- 
nents have long feared that It will In- 
crease the possibility of diverting plu- 
tonium (breeders produce more enriched 
uranium than they consume), spreading 
nuclear weapons to other countries just 
as Bechtel's reactors In India led to 
their A-bomb* 

The company led a consortium In 1978 
that nearly gained control over U.S. pro- 
duction of enriched uranium for nuclear 
power plants. They had the backing of 
the Ford administration, but the bill 
was defeated In the Senate, 

Reagan will continue to hinder the 
Russla-to-Europe natural gas pipeline* 
Bechtel Is ready to come forward with 
its proposal to build a $9 billiOA pipe- 
line from Nigeria 2,460 miles across the 
Sahara and under the Mediterranean to 
Europe . T he (J ,5 * saves face , Europe gets 
gas with U *5 , cooperation, and Bechtel 
gets another huge contract, 

Bechtel is currently involved In 113 
major ($50 million or more, each) pro- 
jects in 21 countries* With $11*4 bil- 
lion in profits last year (and up 50lt 
from the year before ), Bechtel operates 
completely without public scrutiny, a 
closely-run family operation (Stephen 
3r* is 3rd generation) that even Wall 
Street analysts are unable to penetrate* 
They buy Wall St, analysts, too* 

—Jerry Booth 


Thanks to the Data Center In Oakland 
for the! r assistance 1 n resear chi ng rhi s 
article. The Data Center IS part of the 
Center for Investigative Reporting. 





AK 47 
KNOW^^ 
YOUIl WEAPON 

Having just returned from Europe, tny 
column tti i s isaue is dedicated to bring- 
ing you the news of the world, or more 
specifically, news of Germany, France, 
Britain, and Ireland i 

The politics of the bomb are still 
very much alive in Germany, Graffiti in 
support of the R.A*F, (Red Army Faction) 
is to be found all over Germany, The 
most striking of whi ch read; Jesus-Ghe- 
Baader. There had been a bombing at the 
hotel I stayed at in Heidelberg the day 
before I arrived. Most of the new wave 
of political activity in Germany is aimed 
at the U.S. occupation forces, who ar- 
rived after W, W- II and have never left. 
Those who whine at the number of Soviet 
troops in East Germany would do well to 
look at the thousands of U.S, troops in 
the West. A force most unsettling to the 
Germans, who realise that these troops 
make them the perfect battleground for 
World War III, 

Since the General Strike and mass up- 
rising of 1968 in Paris, the French po- 
lice are everywhere, and well armed (of-^ 
ten to be seen on the streets of Faria 
with sub-machineguns) , Paris had also 
recently seen a number of bombings, these 
unfortunately, aimed by anarchists who 
were unaware of the difference between 
a Jew and a aionist. The people of France 
are already becoming disillusioned with 
the Socialist government, which while 
upholding its support to Latin American 
revolutionaries, still trades with South 
Africa (France Is one of the largest 
arms suppliers to South Africa), has 
kiaeed up to the Zionists, has moved very 
slowly on its pledged nationalizations, 
'and which has done nothing to meet the 
demands of its internal oppressed minor- 
ities, the Bretons ,, Alsaclons , and the 
Corsicana. 

Britain remains in the jingoistic mo- 
rass left by the Falklands war. The ul- 
tra-right is seen less on the streets 
of London now than in the past, but this 
seems to be because the Tory government 
is so close to them, they have little 
to demonstrate about. The British opin- 
ion on Northern Ireland has sunk into 
mourning for a few dead horses. And, in 
Wales, Welsh nationalists have been ar- 
rested in the last year by the thousands. 

In Ireland the war continues as usual. 
The Brits continue to suffer casualties 
from bomb and bullet, but have been suc- 
cessful in jailing 40 revolutionaries 
In Belfast and 35 in Berry, In the south 
of Ireland, the state has increased Its 
collaboration with the Brits, One fel- 
low, Nicky Kelly, is still in prison on 
obviously false charges of train robbery 
despite the fact that the others convic- 
ted with him have all been released when 
the government hoax was exposed, A major 
campaign is under way in his support, 
as is the case for a number of individu- 
als who are being charged in the south 
for actions in the north under a new lav. 
One of these is Eilish Flynn, general 
secretary of the Irish Republican So- 
cialist Party, who we spent most of our 
time with while in Ireland, 

The I,R,S,P. ia under heavy harassment 
from the government of the south, which 
was brought home to us very clearly when 
we were stopped and harassed by the Spe- 
cial Branch (a political police f'orce) 
for merely walking out of the I.R,S,P, 
office in Dublin. More on Ireland and 
the I.R.S.P. next issue* 

peter Urban 
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Budi^elser was cheap tonight," It's 
not like that. They may have to 
think a little. 

Grant: People walk out of our gigs 
going "Boy, I don't know about these 
guys. " 

Bob: It's nice to confuse them be- 
cause then they have to straighten 
things out for themselves, 

MRfi: What Is your discography like 
so far? 

Bob: we have a single that we put 
out ourselves in the beginning of 
'81, we have the live album which 
came out on New Alliance in January 
of '82, the new single "In A Free 
Land" that just came out recently, 
and we have been working on a new 12 
inch which should be out In a while, 

HRR; There was a TV show the other 
day and this woman named Serena Dank 
was the guest. She heads this group 
, called "Parents of Punkers" that Is 
suppose to rehabilitate kids who 
have gotten into Punk music. One of 
her arguments on the show was that 
younger kids could not handle the 
music, that ^ It would have a negative 
effect on their life. How do you 
feel about this? 

Bob: Well, Is It like not being able 
to decipher the message, or osmosis, 
or are they Just becoming part of 
it? There are different reasons why 
different people get Into this kind 
of music. Some are into it for fash- 
ion, some for the politics, some 
solely far the music, end some just 
to have fun. It's like whatever lev- 
el or however many levels you want 
to get into It at. I think that re- i 
gardless of age,,, 

MRR: Specifically, I think what she > 
was trying to say was that kids bet- ' 
ween the ages of twelve and sixteen 
are not smart enough to think for 
themselves. 

Bob; (motioning to a friend of the 
band. In the room) How old are you 
Jesse? 

Jesse: I ' m'thlrteen. 

MRR: How do you feel about someone 
like Serena Dank saying that this 
form of music might be hurting you? 
Or the idea that If you're at this 
young an age , you can't think for 
yourself and therefore. If you go to 
shows and listen to this kind of 
music, it will make a negative Im- 
pression upon your life, 

Jesse: That Is just ludicrous. You 
can't generalize about people like 
that, I really don't want to go Into 
the social conditioning that we've 
all gone through, and what not, but 
1 think It really^ depends on what 


Bob Mould; Guitar, Vocals 
Greg Norton; Bass 
Grant Hart: Drums, Vocals 

HBfti How long have you guys been 
playing together? 

BQb.: We have been a band for over 
three years now. In our original 
form , 

HEfi.: You must have seen a lot of 
changes in the Minneapolis scene 
since then. 

Bob: Yeah, club turnover, a lot of 
bands that you'd think "Jez, these 
guys've got it made; in a year they 
will be on top" and Instead they 
just disappear. 

Bob: Minneapolis Is a strange town. 
Geographically It's spilt by the 
Mississippi River, so e lot of peo- 
ple wonder whether music is influ- 
enced by the west coast or by the 
east coast, New York-art cancer type 
stuff. And then there's a contingent 
that think they are Huntington Beach 
clones. So it's a pretty weird place 
in that sense. 

NRR: Do you think the film "The De- 
cline of western Civilization" has 
Influenced a lot of kids to either 
start bands or get Into hardcore 
kind of music? 

Grant; Well, we've never seen It, 
but I guess you can say, to a de- ; 
gree, it may have influenced some 
kids. Actually, It was playing some-l 
where just as we had left to go on I 
tour but we nissed it, ' 

MRR; You have been playing pretty I 
much the same music since you began, , 
haven't you? i 

Bob: We have been doing what Is sup-1 
posedly called "Hardcore" slncel 
three years ago, 

I 

HRR: How have audiences reacted to 
you on tour? 

Greg; A lot of times, if the audi- 
ence has never heard us before or 
never seen gs, I think we confuse 
them. I'm not sure. 

Bob; 1 don't know. What do you think 
crowds think the first time they see 
us? (motioning to Biafra, who hap- 
pens to be In the room) 

Biafra; Umm, I think It's more a 
case of like standing in the den- 
tist's office waiting to be drilled 
on and not knowing what's going to 
happen next. There are a lot of peo- 
ple who dance at first, and then 
realize that maybe this just wasn't 
familiar and then stopped. People do 
not go to the back of the room and 
talk to their friends, they just 
kind of freeze. 


Greg; Yeah, that sounds about right. 

Bob; If you have heard our album at 
all, there's that non-stop part on 
it that's a good example of what we 
play like. You will get bands that 
maybe play faster than us or some- 
thing, but we don't stop. That's our 
[ difference, 4 .stamina. You'll find 
bands that will do a thirty second 
song then take a two minute break. 
We do ninety second songs and don't 
stop. For thirty minutes of that 
straight it can become pretty con- 
fusing. 

Greg: It's like the difference bet- 
ween a sprinter and a marathoner, 

MRR; Do you see yourselves as being 
political in any sense? 

Grant; If you're willing to accept s 
political ideology, that's like ac- 
cepting a label. 

Bob: Somebody was in the room with 
us a minute ago and thinks Grant 
said something like "aren't you glad 
this thing with Britain and the 
Falkiands Is winding down?" and the 
guy goes "wait a minute , there was 
this one really good quote that 
Antl-Pastl had In NME and It summed 
It all up" end 1 felt like saying to 
the guy "what do YOU think of it?" I 
think that kind of explains our po- 
sition in a nutshell. 

Grant: thinking FOR YOUR FUCKING 

SELF, Or else you're going to have 
other people thinking for you, who 
will probably do a much poorer job. 

Bob; Our general message is "Don' t 
look up to us, cause we're not the 
answer. Don't look up to the Four 
Tops cause they're not the answer." 
What we try to do In our music is 
pose questions, not answers. We have 
our own answers, but they're good 
for us and not necessarily good for 
everyone else, 

HRR; Do you think the audience picks 
up on that? Do you think that they 
really question themselves and other 
people? 

Bob; Well, I think they question 
everything after they've seen us, 
because It's a confusing thing. This 
Is sort of off the track, but, like 
the best way in terms of brain- 
washing or breaking down somebody's 
mental capacity is through repeti- 
tion, If you can hammer something at 
someone oVer and over againm you can 
get a message through, 1 think in a 
way our music does that In a kind of 
subconscious way. People tend to 
think "What the hell Is going on?" 
And they maybe have to go home and 
think about what happened. Like it 
wasn't "Oh, what a great time , the 


kind of a person you are. Some peo- 
ple are, for a lack of better words, 
weak. They will slash themselves up, 
or wear swasticas and circled A's 
without fully understanding what 
these things signify. On the other 
hand, I believe that there are a lot 
of people-me for Instance-who will 
not necessarily conform to society 
and It's standards but at the same 
time are sensible about our actions. 
We can think for ourselves, yes. 

Bob; As far as I'm concerned, people 
who wear spikes and stuff, I think 
it's alright, but If you get con- 
fronted for it and can't back it up 
you had better take it off. And that 
goes fcr all the political stuff and 
all the social stuff, it goes for 
all the ramifications of the word 
"Punk" or "Hardcore" carries with 
It, If you don't want to live it or 
back It up then pack It up, 

MRR: So what you are saying is, peo- 
ple who spout all this ideological 
stuff about doing what you want to, 

I thinking what you want to think, 
should take on some responsibility 
for their actions? 

Grant: I would not call It Ideo- 
logical, 

Bob: That's being sensibla, logical. 
HRR; Yeah, but do you think that 
they have a responsibility as to how 
their actions are going to affect 
other people? 

Bob: Sure, that's what a.iarchy Is 
supposed to be about, right? 

MRR: Do you think that the majority 
of people who go to shows realize 

this? 

Bob: No, but they are the blind fol- 
lowers, they're the ones who are go- 
ing to drop out when the new Clas- 
sics Neuvo album comes out and It 
looks like they're dressed hardcore. 
The people who are really Into it 
not care about the labels or the at- 
tachments, or what the media thinks 
of it. They're just interested about 
receiving or getting a message 
through to other people, just rela- 
ting with other people about free 
thinking. 

Grant: You don't find many people, 
as Jesse said, who wear circled A's 
that when asked what it means, will 
give you a responsible shpeal. 

Bob: Most of them should just say 
asshole, (maliciously} 

Grant; The only labels I care for 
are record labels. 

Bob; Of clothing labels. 

Grant: Oh my God, your shirt Is from 
Sears, I don't like you any morel 
You don't belongl 
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The weather waa great , the location 
was pretty cool, the bands were rad 
Craost of 'em), but where was everyone? 

I know $10*00 is pretty steep but there 
was nothin^ else goia’ on that weekend i 
so why not blow it all on this show? 

Bow many more cool bands could you want? 
Maybe punk and daylight just doesn^t 
nix* Anyway, Deadly Reign opened the 
show debuting Jack, their new lead sin^ 
ger. Boy, when these guys make it big 
will Mike B. be sorry f 1 also love these 
guys' energy and enthusiasm at shows, 
dancing, etc, I just wish they could 
do the same on stage. Let it out boysf 
I also think girl drummers are rad. Ue 
need more girls in the scene; you can't 
hide from the Doctor, I know you're out 
there! Free Beer played next. 1 have a 
lot of respect for the kids who put out 
the time, money, and effort to get m 
band together and play, keeping the 
scene going, but I'm Just not too crazy 
about this band; maybe in time... Biisker 
Du came out with a vengeance looking for 
someone to take their frustrations out 
on after losing not only the S,F, wrest- 
ling crown but the Minneapolis title 
as well to the Naked Lady Westlers Tues- 
day night. Great diversified set by this 
talented trio. One of my personal faves, 
CK3, played next. These guys really can 


play, belting out one catchy tune after 
another , tunes that you remember for 
quite awhile (especially if you buy 
their album!). Up next was Circle One, 
the band with the family. They have a 
very enthusiastic following and quite 
a few came up from L.A, with them. Their 
inten se style of dancing left most of 
the N.C. 'ers standing on the sidelines, 
Bere again is another example showing 
that bands don't have to be superfast 
to be good. Speed ain't everything Jeff! 
JFA is just another fun band. Anyone who 
covers "Low Rider" gets a clean bill of 
health from me. These kids crank! Phoe- 
nix shows its muscle 1 Battalion of 
Saints, from San Diego, also played 
good. Although 1 liked them better at 
other gigs, they play tight, fast, and 
mean. Shattered Faith didn't do much for 
me, I like them better on vinyl. The 
Lewd have a few good songs but they're 
not one of my favorites. Wasted Youth 
played next or tried to. I'm sure every- 
one's heard the story now of bow some 
reactionary amoeba threw a bottle and 
practically ripped Allen's (drummer for 
WY) head off. They had just gotten into 
their third song when this phytoplankton 
decided to show everyone how hardcore 
S,F, Is, HAH! If you can't see the hum- 
our and get a laff out of Danny's act 


you should get the hell out, -And besides 
the band shreds! Which brings me tc 
another scene that points out the fact 
that people should look deeper than out- 
ward features (hair, etc.). There was 
this one girl up front enjoying the show 
when this other girl decided the first 
one wasn't hardcore enough (she had long 
hair) and picked a fight with her, I can 
hear people saying, well if ahe has long 
hair ahe can't be into it. Well, that 
first girl just happens to write her 
Own fanzine for the Reno area and is in 
e band, showing that she's a lot more 
hardcore inside, where it counts, than 
that other girl, C'PK>n people, looks 
don't mean everything! At least give 
'em a chance, you might be surprised! 
There was a big fight backstage (back- 
trailer?) and another one out front 
where a lame security guard showed how 
tough he was by hitting a kid held by 
three people. These incidents aside 
though, it was a good show. Unfortun- 
ately, Flipper snuck in and played for 
over two hours so by the time Diron Gen 
played most people were pretty burned 
out (literally!). T^is is the kind of 
band that sounds alright on record but 
is BOEING live. People were even resor** 
ting to pogoing to relieve the boredom. 

















DETECTORS- 


MRR! The Rejectors are from Seattle, 
Washington* They have a 7 Inch E,P. 
out with nine songs on It oh the 
Fertr label* What Is your song 
•fight Establishment" all about? 

RJTRSi It'S pretty self-explanatory* 
It has been accused of being too 
Idealistic. That may or may not be 
true. We are pretty Idealistic In 
our outlook, 

|HRR! What has led you to the con- 
clusion that people should fight the 
establishment? 

R3TRS: Everything that Is wrong with 
the government that we are living 
unde r_ right now. 

MRRt What are some of the aspects 
that strike you the strongest? 

RJTRS: The draft, since we are all 
draft age. All the potential wars 
that we could be forced Into, as 
well as the threat of nuclear war, I 
think what mainly got us started on 
the whole thing, being in a band and 
what-have-you, was stagnation. At 
one point we really felt bagged 
down. So our reason for fighting 
back at the establishment is to stir 
something up, to get something going. 

MRR: bo you think being in a band Is 
maybe one of the few ways you can 
communicate with people? 

RJTRS: It Is the best way we can 
think of. 

'MRR: What kind of success or lack of 
success have you had in doing so? __ 
;JTRS! Well, In Seattle there aren't 
any places to play at right now. Ev- 
ery once in a while a place will op- 
en up and we*II get a gig here and 
there , but otherwise it Is pretty 


to open up and then close really 
fast. This Is mostly due to people 
trashing the hall. There are a lot 
of weekend punks up there who seem 
to think that punk Is about smashing 
things up and destroying the clubs. 

1 mean, 1 can see people destroying 
things out of frustration, but If 
there would Just try to reallxe that 
when they destroy a hall they are 
destroying their chances to hear the^ 
music. 


RJTRS; That Is supposedly what they 
are dressed up like and there to see 
in the first place. In our music, we 
don't necessarily want to push for a 
physical assault on the establish- 
ment; we're more interested In a 
kind of mental revolution, I mean, 
the past way of life Is over with, 
you can not relate it to what is 
going on today. You can't live In 
the past, you've got to look at the 
future, as depressing as It might 
look. 
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MRR; What have you noticed as being 
the main differences between the 
S.f. and Seattle scenes? 


RJTRS: A lot of bands In Seattle are 
beginning to become much more poli- 
tical. Of the bands we saw here it 
seemed that people were more Into 
Just fun songs, music to thrash by. 
In Seattle there Is a tight knit 
hardcore group of kids that have 
been into the scene for a long time 
now and have stuck to their beliefs. 
But it seems that there are a lot of 
people that Just come in every once 
In a while who are not commlted to 
the political aspects of It. A major 
difference between down here and up 
there Is that kids seem to be more 
supportive of out of town bands In 
Seattle than they are here. 


MRR: Yeah, you guys played and there 
were a bunch of Jerks who were real- 
ly giving you a hard time. 


RJTRS: well, we thought that they 
were being sarcastic. Maybe we 
should have taken them more serious- 
ly when we should have, 1 don't 
know. Actually, that crowd made us 
want to actually put out more energy 
than anything else. We Just res- 
ponded by playing faster. 


MRR: So what are you guys going to 
be up to when you go back to Seattle? 


RJTRS: What we would like to see 
happen Is possibly us and the Fartx 
trying to do some work for the scene 
similar to what the D.K.s and some 
other bands are doing around here. 
The Idea is to help build the scene 
up a bit. Try to get all the punks 
and everyone else who goes to shows 
to unite. 
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Genocide ond MIA 

Snrtolce Sevens newest release combines the 
steaming hardcore of N.Y.'s Genocide with 
the blazing tight sound of Las Vegos’ 

M I A~19 songs that will kick your ass! 



1^ p 7 SMK7- 102 

We io ht of the World 
R F 7 has received world wide recogni- 
tion for this brilliant debut L. P. Hard 
strong songs with excellent lyrics 
RF7 has a message they want to 
pound into you 
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RED CROSS SMK7>103 
BORN INNOCENT 

Acclaimed as the best album of the 
year Born Innocent features the Mc- 
Oonnalds at their worst (best) Don't miss 
out on this classic 
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New music compi lotion with Circle One, 
Red Cross, Bad Religion, R F 7 and Disobil 
ity This L. P. feotures the first recordings 
from Circle One L.A. 's most controveri- 
sial band Plus great songs from Bad 
Religion, Red Cross and more 



NEXT FROM SMOKE SEVEN . . . 

"SUDDEN DEATH" L.A. comp, with Naughty Women, Sin 34, Yauth Gone 
Mad, Red Cross, Moral Decay, Demented & more.$ 5.00 

"FALL IN"-A12"E.R from R F 7, includes "Fuck Money","666 Head" $4.50 
The 2nd L.R from the unpredictable Red Cross 
. . .All 3 due out by Nov. 1st. 

For Mail Order Send $5.00 for each to: 
Smoke Seven 
7230 DeSoto Ave #104 
Canoga Park, CA. 91303 


overseas residents add $2.00 
allow a couple of weeks for delivery 








If there is one area in the whole 
underground &cene that we have be- 
come discouraged withi it's basi- 
cally that we feel the closet side 
of Funk is to be compassionate and 
caring* The "1 don't care" attitude 
seems to have infected the scene and 
because of this it has become very 
"cool" to not care. We realize that 
alot of tlmes^ due to the speed and 
style of the music i we will be play- 
ing gigs with other groups that can 
be labeled as "hardcore" punk* We do 
not find that a disrespectful labeli 
although; we find a problem with la- 
bels. It seems anytime you label 
something it Is to put it into a 
group and categorize It* This cre- 
ates a stereotype^ and for that rea- 
son we have found problems with it. 
People come up to us and ask us if 
we are a hardcore band; most of the 
time we sound that way and feel that 
way. It is not at all that we find 
that to be a low life kind of a 
thing, when It Is at its best It ex- 
presses the most positive things we 
feel about society and caring about 
each other, trying to make a differ- 
ence, putting down the bad things, 
the unconstructive things around us. 
When we go to gigs It bothers us to 
see people thrashing for no other 
reason that to be the gnarlyest guy 
there, to compete against everyone 
else. They try to project a "bitch- 
ing" image which goes only as far as 
being Just an image. It does not 
construct anything beyond that. It 
is our goal to try to bring the band 
and the audience up to the same lev- 
el of consciousness at our shows. 
The problem we have with being view- 
ed as entertainment, a night out, 
and fun like that is, if it only 



TRUTH 

goes as far as entertainment, then 
It Is only distraction and can not 
accomplish much. We feel that there 
is no room for some of the things 
that have been cropping up in the 
scene over the past few months. Peo- 
ple seem to be breaking up Into fac- 
tions, There appear to be undertones 
of racism and sexism about. We are 
fed up with that. The negative thing 


with punk can be a very cool image, 
but it's much harder to have hope 
and compassion, some kind of dignity 
in the way we relate towards each 
other. It's definitely worth work- 
ing for. We had to go the whole 
route ourselves. When we first star- 
ted as a hardcore band we were very 
negative. We projected a very cool 
image, head to toe black leather, 
spikes, etc* It was a great thing to 
do for the fun of It, but then we 
realized there's something more than 
Just fun to be had with it, expres- ' 
sing the way you feel, for example* 

The turning point for us was when* 
we got done with one of our gigs and 
this kid came up to us. He had come, 
basically, to have a fun time but 
wound up getting a busted arm. As he 
was talking to us, he was heavily 
into this image; he wanted to appear 
macho, as If he belongs, as If he 
could hold his own. The bottom line 
was that he was hurt. We felt really 
bad about this. We came to examine 
ourselves In retrospect and realized 
that out night out for fun had made 
his something he would have to live 
with for a long time, We feel that, 
basically, the hardest core Is com- 
passion, We are always going to 
stick by our guns, as far as having 
a right to care and stick up for 
each other. This is what we hope to 
project through our music. We are 
asking anybody out there who is into 
this music and has compassionate, 
honorable ideals to get in contact 
with us. Or even If you have any 
qualms with what we speak of, please 
feel free to write. Our address is; 
Rebel Truth 
P.0, Box 22243 
Sacramento, Ca, 93B22 
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IMPORTAN T. 
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on imported minerals 


wa/t^ ie.gin in the mind^ d/a^, 
it i4 in the stlnd^ o/aen that the de^- 
enAe4 ot fleace* aa^t le cnn^tAticted, 
-‘United Ketions Constitution 

7hi4 cotintJtg, tt}iih it^ inAtltutionA, 
teiong^ to the fleopte uho inhatit it, 
yhenei^en they ^haii gnoi^ ueany 0 / the 
eKi^ting gQi^ennaentt they can eeenei^e 
theiA con^titiitional Aight 0 / aaending 
it, OA theiA AeiioiationaAy night to 
\m eaten on Oi/ent/iAOM it, 

-Abrehapj Lincoln 


I do not want to fight, not if it*s 
to aake the world free fnr ITT, Stand- 
ard Oil and Eachtel. 1 refuse to fight. 
The wars our government encourages a- 
round the world are brutal, obscene vio- 
lations of human dignity and freedom , 
Too often the principles our array (or 
the puppet warriors we train and equip) 
fights for are not the lofty ideals our 
denocracy was founded on, but the eco- 
nomic tenets of Imperialist rapacity. 
The issues for which so much bloodshed 
is ^Juatified'^ by most world leaders 
are pathetic arguments, arguments that 
are so eiek In their blind, selfish in- 
humanity (regardless of the virtue of 
their religious or political foundation) 
that no amount of butchery can cut the 
tongue of justice from the people, not 
until there are no people left. 


lV6hB^ 


To ki££ a human teing in, a/ten ai£, 
the £eaAt ^ou coa do him, 

-Henry James 

fou can rape, torture, poison, en- 
Blave/enllst , starve and lay under selge 
a people, but rather than live under 
such oppressive crimes by any tyranny 
most people will fight to death for 
their right for self-determination, 
Israel began its offensive against 
PLO targets in Beirut after a Syrian 
rocket Silled ^ soldier, angrily crying 
out, "terrorism'j " PLO terrorists have 
murdered (by ISRAELI count) only 7,800 


\^’re Big 


Beinji so big over there gives us a 

world full of resources. ? unskilled 
^ 1 labor 


Heres what being so big over there 


means /or you ooer here 


bbfugee 

CAMPS 


Wsthlngtoa 

The Reeien iilinlatilretleB 
deeMed ynterday le ceatlDme la* 
gftllaiteJjr Ihe ken SfeJjtft delivery 
mi dwtter-type erfUlery ihellt te 
linel, hnt deHdcd met to deter- 
miBe vhetlwr Iirael vIeUied tJ,S. 
lair hy wlBf tiieh imremtlm LeL 












ft ' ^ Israeli siege cut off water, food 

• *'*“”'**'* «WW a*. auppllea fron West Beirut, 

KWnlifll ptft*4 ttt Rew« phiil«inplu ’the newest of American war toys 

from Beirvt, the lireeii |DV' enjoyed their first real test since the 
enmnt liMs Knt Keefes m Viet Nam war (as well as the draft laws), 
^isje of any patently belt The producte of Yankee benevolence f?) 

“"*■ already weak froo a 


decade of warfare* 

ee ^ Oh, we have a cute footnote to this 
tragedy. With so many children victims 
J of U,S. cluster and vacuum bombs, the 
Zionists decided (on hearing that Beagan 
saddened by the miseries of children 
Beirut) to patch a kid back together 
^ *y and send Ronnie a photo of the happy 
/ tyke, 

A recent movie. Circle of Dec el did 
a stunning Job showing the conditions 
contradictions of battles in Beirut 
«VTO«i during the 1975 civil war. It conveyed 
i<iaa that no cause can be just if 
\ the struggle is so inhuman - not that 
rebellion is wrong, but that the most 
sublime of ideals can be perverted by 
^he bitter fruits of wars. As it was in 
^ the film, today there can benoconclu- 

— fllon. Yet, Phillip Habib was nominated 
for the Nobel peace prize. Not to put 
2 « down his efforts, but did he really arm- 

, wrestle Begin? The FLO have left, but 

^ * the problem is unsolved - the war goes 
. on, despite the contrary news reports* 
\ There are so many unanswered quest- 
V /'y / Ions. there any conflict of inter- 
'I eut arising from Habib' s role as dlplo- 
^ C T matic envoy because of his consultancy 

f to Bechtel on the Hid-Eaat and the Asian 
Pacific? Can the wealthy and powerful 
^president of the world's largest con- 
^ structton company, having overseen the 
actualization of overwhelmingly draina- 
g tic and profitable projects In every 
YRiA ^'quarter of the world, become an honest 
public servant? George Schulta, our con- 
pU trite Secretary of State and ex-head of 
Bechtel, cannot possibly have any con- 
interest* As Reagan's polltl- 
cal idol, Calvin Coolidge, said, ''The 
business of America Is business," And 
as Ronnie rephrased it (by mistake?), 
’^The business of buelness is America*" 
Together these statements make a for- 
mula of logic that proves that, as the 
rich and powerful are interested In only 
one thing (gue$$ what) there can be no 
conflict, i^ether or not Schultz has a 
vested interest in Bechtel' B profiteer- 
ing is not an Issue because a career 
capitalist of his ilk thinks of world 
peace of being any "political climate" 
that gives tJ*S* business a bigger piece 
of the World, 

Corporations like Bechtel don't care 
who gets stepped on In their rush to 
grab more money. The Bechtel-built BART 
metro cost, coats and will cost so much 
to build, run and maintain that the num- 
^ her of dally commuters could have chauf- 
fered limos Instead, Hey, do you D,C, 
kids like your subway? Ever get stuck 
in the trans-bay tube while the computers 
" screwed around for I an hour? The only 
thing worse is living next to a Bechte> 

built atomic plant 1 , 

Unfortunately, Bechtel wants to put 
I^^Ha nuclear reactor in everyone's back- 
^fl^Hlyard, and lias in many of ours. They gave 
^H^HIlndia their first A-plant; also their 
^^L^HIfirst accident. Fish and children down- 
BHkulriver got looking kind of weird. It's 
\ small price to pay, though, for the 
technology that allowed India to develop 
a bomb. 
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A bomb? That potential prompted Israd 
to bomb Iraq's A-plant* Likewise, the 
Ford and Carter administrations pushed 
desperately for nuclear non-prolifera- 
tion treaties, especially with troubled 
Third World countries, Heck, Bechtel is 
an old hand at nuke proliferation, A 
lunch at Schultz's Falo Alto home with 
Kissinger and West Germany ' s chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt paved the way to a glow- 


fff* “r-/ 
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w«i! u figured lo be ealy live ycsrs 
Neiilier couDtry bu ilgoed Uie Nudar Noaprollfer- 
iiion Treitv. - 1. 











Ffom grass roots 
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but those warnings wore ignored. 




ent State student^ 
blamed In riot 


^LUMBUS. Ohio tUPt) *- 
Itc adhitanl gettefil In « 

e Ohio NoU<K«l Guard »t the tlim 
the Kent Stale Unlvertily sboot- 
e ukt TUeeday the rtoUng ato^ 
mis wert to bt*™ (" episode 

^ ST. PelCorwJ atw credited 
ov. Jacnes A. Rhodes with ''ooui^ 
!*'• In dioMteiUni Nattonal Guard 
^ps to the Kent State campy#- say- 
ig hki action ‘stopped rioti acrosa 

"^oScofeo told the gatlnerlng the 
te iseoa were "the most lorhuleirt 
M9 since the avU W*r." 

rcnir iiudenia were Killed and 
tie others were wounded in May 
170 when Rhode* sent National 
imrd troops to the Kent State cam- 
IS to quell an uprising over Amert- 
m foreign policy. 

-There wai never any doubt 
[jrmt who was at faolC said Deh 
orao or the Kent Slate Incident 
rhe only people who were at fault 
rere those who were vloiating the 
■w- Wc issued repealed warnings 
wftr three davs for Ihem to disperse. 


Atom Arms Testii^ 

flj H7//£eConfthue(4 
Officer Saw 

Nucle^;^st Was ‘Exciting 

j^A ^Eaarsy 
igCCTtarr JaineaB.Edwmrdiwltn#aiH(1 
m oocloM- txMnb eqiliOiAoa for tiK CM 
dme diii nmitiqt wid Aid bt ftoood Hj/jk ^ 

iJKBr the'tto r ••• 

WSfiS atomlr %arDe.fl ^ 

|tel«aal«4 with m «iurtledi||^ 

I ha od i far belaw the Nevada 
Idoaert yasterday, .^. 

Ibiilldlaf# alnoat M 


7he iA.oad ma4A o^anatiori uiiti nn/tf 

easily ^atl viatim to a £ig tie thnfi a 
Amatl 0/ie* 

-Adolf Hitler 


ing atomic Deutacheland, While Ford waa ! 
pressuring Schmidt not to sell nuclear 
capability to Brazil (fearing a latino 
bomb falling into guerilla hands) a man 
from Bechtel was In Rio giving a sales- 
pitch to the Junta* 


Cnwth of Nvthm Srp/oric# Fowrr THT flf Winiiff Stvclpdf 


I aAk you to Atofi and think uhat it 
would mean to have nuctean weapon A in 
40 man ff handA, in the handA countnleA 
iaA.ge and Amaitr Atatie and unAtaltet 
/leAflonAltie and inneAponAii-tet Acattened 
thAOUghout the wontd. 7heAe would &e no 
neat AecunityM and no ehance o^ e^L^eet^ 
iue dlAUAMamejit^ 

-John F* Kennedy 


After WWII John McCone went from his 
Job with Bechtel' s Liberty Ship project 
into the fledgling nuclear power indus- 
try (dominated by Bechtel) ^ eventually 
becoming head of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission (who got the choice contracts 
then?)* A militant antl-Communist » he 
.was chosen by the Kennedy administration 
(note: not necessarily by JFK himself) 
as director for the CIA. Respected by 
Ipowerful right-wing Congressmen for his 
|hard-line attitude^ HeCone la an easy 
target for the persistant rumors that 
allege that the CIA killed JFK* Indeed, 
JFK virtually threatened to spoil the 
lifework of McCone in atomic energy* 

In the councilA gooeAnment wemuAt 
guaAd agaifiAt the acquiAition unwan- 
Aanted in^luencet wheihen Aought on un- 
Aought, ly the miiitaAy-' induAtAiat cow- 
piejc- The potential Ion the diAUAtnouA 
niAe o4 stiApiaced powen eJciAtA and will 
penAtAt, . , In holding Acienti/ic AeAeuneh 
and diAc.oveAy in AeApeot, aA we Ahouid, 
we mu At at AO ie ateni to the equal and 
oppOAiie dangeA that pullic policy could 
it Ael 4 become the caplii^e o^ ihe Acien~ 
iitic^ technological elite, 

-Pres, Elsenhower 


The lies and hypocrisy can be laid 
bare-assed naked under the white heat 
of the Truth - even the newspapers, no 
matter how distorted, tall enough of 
the shocking story for anyone (with a 
free mind and a little research ) to fig- 
ure out the worst of It* Or have spiked 
leather blindfolds and earplugs become 
the new rage? 

Recently a local paper carried some 
perfect examples of the hypocritical 
contradictions typical of U*S. news cov- 
erage. While a front page headline story 
RIOT POLICE KILL TWO POLES decried the 
use of force to supress protests, page 
three told us that the Guardsmen who 
killed four protesters at Kent State 
did the right thing; our protesters were 
breaking the law, but the Poles were 
victims of inhumane acts. Reagan uses 
Poland as an excuse to fight the Soviet 
gas pipeline, while the murder of U,S* 
critics ia praised for preventing mass 
rioting and the spread of dissent. 




That potential lay not in the hands 
of some secret association of rightwing 
reactionaries or a mysterious cabal of 
Satanic ritualists, but a secretive cor- 
poration like Bechtel, Infamous among 
the Fortune 500 for their secrecy. Bech- 
tel fund s the major right-wing think 
anks, plays golf with many world leaders 
(what more mysterious ritual?) and has 
ertainly helped the military -industrial 
offlplex fulfill Ike's prophecy? no mat- 
er whether or not the power was sought 
r unsought, Bechtel has it* 












El Salvador 

$226 milltort 


Pacific Oci 


Costa Rica 

$85.15 million 




irABAST 

L. Illll 


On the ^auie page* still * was a story 
about the sixth kid to be indicted for 
failing to register for the draft; He 
claimed that It was a Government cam- 
paign to silence the voice of dlssent. 
He might be right « Ben Sasway was the 
first to be convlcted-his Judge refused 
to let him speak on his own behalf and 
refused to let him out on bailj, calling 
hlaif *a flight riak» . -a danger to his 
community,**" His real crime was his 
leloquent letter sent along with hla ref- 
'waal to register, questioning the wars 
they would have him fight In * Dangerous 
like the drug traffickers and con mjen, 
I*** * *who^ve not conformed to the dictates 
'of society*” Society? Or the military- 
induatrial complex? Guess who Haig is 
! working for? A war think-tank# 
o-ie in.ope.A.ctiiiiA in uaAt 
“Cicero 

"This is war; why else would our Def- 
ense sperTIing be greater than our defe- 
cit? No fear, the postman will deliver 
your draft notice even after the bomb 
drops on us* 

Vfe must not fool ourselves about the 
power of these guys to deceive, control 
and enslave us. Nor can we assume that 
the voice of our dissent, as it stands, 
ia loud enough to rattle the bones of 
the merchants of death# The riders of 
the apocalypse ride in sound-proof, bul- 
let-proof limoslnes. 

We can laugh at the foolish folks 
of the fifties, as seen in ’^The Atomic 
Caf e, " a movie of news clips, propaganda 
films and Array training films that pokes 
fun at the ignorance and deceptions of 
the early Atomic Age. Kids ducking un- 
der their schooldesks, soldiers happily 
acting as guinea pigs and DadVs shabby 
bomb-shelter in the basement seem funny 
in the light of our nuclear sophistica- 
tion, However# today ^ s audience is not 
convinced that the atomic disease Is 
as malignant as it Indeed Is, 

This year alone we have tested over 
20 bombs at the Nevada underground test 
site (593 there since Hiroshima), Laws 
controlling the building and malntain- 
ance of nuclear reactors are being re- 
laxed, as are those for waste disposal, 
Reagan's defense spending gives a high 
priority to building nuclear bombs and 
chemical weapons. Go ahead, laugh at 
America's stupidity, but I'm saving my 
sardonic chuckle until I hear that Mc- 
Cone has leukemia* 

Forget nukes I Mere bullets and fist- 
icuffs plague us. Us? We punks have it 
easy. Homophobic curses, macho and macha 
violence and artistic and political dis- 
cord aggravate OUT attempts at unifying 
our unaligned strata of social rebels; 
but our meager caaualttee are not enough 
to rally us into revolt. We fear an ab- 
stract police state, while in another 
land the police would quickly abstract 
us from our lives, heads chopped away 
with an earlier victim's machete. 

The media portrays the violence in 
Latin America (and elsewhere in the 3rd 
World) like the irrational aggression 
of savages. No, it la not the negro, 
but Hitler's holocaust that Is the white 
man's burden of guilt# Who has heard of 
the Kisainger-McCone-CiA slaughter of 
500,000 to 1 ,000,000 Indonesian "Commu- 
nists” in 1965 . It was in last week's 
• paper* Or the American dictator of Nic- 
aragua in 1S56? Or the CIA ouster of 
Garabodia's Sihanouk that, with an irony 


Mi aelvsttf^i Cetkalk 
Amrch yMlerisj rsforM 


possiDle only In U,S, intervention In 
world affairs , let to the eventual butch- 
ery of millions of S,E. Aslans? Or the 
slaughter 50 years ago of El Salvadoran 
- A ««« .. 30 , 000 today ) by 


peasant (30, 000 then'", 

U#S, trained soldiers? 

These incidents are just a few of the 
bloodstains on the history of American 
business. These wars are not the games 
of bored tyrants, but the systematic 
coordination of all the world's little 
tyrants for the exploitation of all of 
the world's resources# The Indonesian 
dissidents were massacred not out of 
savsgry but to free up what Nixon call- 
ed, "..#the greatest prize in Asia," 
for exploitation by Bechtel, Standard 
Oil, et alp Likewise, the CIA aided coup 
in Chile was engineered not to help the 
Chilean people, but U,S, mining Inter- 
ests. Bechtel digs copwer, gets gushy 
over petroleum - or is it all a pipe- 
dream? 

No, maybs I'm wrong about the con- 
duct of the "eervantE" of our democracy. 






SKerlff Mike Hennessey is an ano(Daly. An optimist in 
an era of cynic! smt a person vho believes in bringing 
light to some of the darkest areas of our "civiliza- 
tion a liberal elected official in a time vhen, in 
his own words I "the country is going right wing, where 
tinder Reagan it’s getting so oppressive that only the 
rich have advantages." He says, "It's nice to make 
profits, to have a free enterprise system, but when 
one result Is that you take a whole massive segment of 
society and tell them ^ou aren’t worth shit end you 
aren’t going to get shtt, so shut up and get out of 
the way,’ well that’s horrible, and people aren’t go- 
ing to take that/' So why is this man sheriff, and why 
is he Into punk? 

# KRiRs What did you use to do before you were sheriff 
of San Francisco? 

HIRE: I was a lawyer who did prioiarily legal sssls-^ 
tance In the county jail. I repreaented people who 
I were sentenced, and helped them with civil problems- 
divorce, land lor d-tenant. Jail conditions. I did that 
I for seven years. 

MR&R: How old are you now? 

HIRE; 34, the youngest sheriff in Californio* Before 
that I was in law school, before that college, before 
that I was a punk in Iowa, 
i liRdR; Whet got into your head to run for sheriff? 

MIRE: I worked in the jails, and liked being in a 
position to make some changes and thought that jail- 
still think Jail is- a pretty shitty place, and came 
to the realization that we’re always going to have 
theta, at least in the foraeeable future. If we’re 
going to have them they should be safe- say, that 
people won't be beaten up or raped there. If possible, 
Q we should do some rehabilitating things for people who 
I are there. It’s a misused word, but what we try to do 
I is- we have a good education program: we’ve got 25 
\ people in the county Jail getting their C.E.D. (Grad*^' 

I uate Equivalency Degree) this year, we have a good 
arts program- we got a $35,000 California Arts Council 
grant, we have an actor from the San Francisco Mime 
Troup who comes in and teaches coomanicatlon, we have 
a pottery kiln, we have a music instructor, a photog- 
rapher , All these things to some degree are diversions 
from the boredom of jail, are Incentive to get people 
to cooperate; on another level, which is more diffi- 
cult to measure, la giving people a sense of accomp- 
lifihment, something successful they can do. Many 
people in Jails are people who’ve not been successful 
for a variety of reasons- obviously they weren’t suc- 
cessful crooks or they would not be in jail. But they 
have been unsuccessful for a lot of reasons, not all 
their fault- sometimes discrlmlnatisn, sooetlmes where 
they grew up, and their lack of opportunities. Now 
they’re in their 20*3 and 30’ s. We want to set up slt- 
i uations in jail that are educational, that will lead 
j people to tbinkiag higher of themselves* And so, I ran 
for sheriff to do those kinds of things. 

I HMR; Is there any way to gauge whether these programs 
I have had aa impact oa prisoners? 

i MIKE; On some levels It’s easier to gauge success, on 
others it’s almost Impoaaible. In the "Jail business," 
they kind of determine whether you’re doing a good job 
by what we call "negative indicators’’- escapes, beat- 
L Ings, suicides, assaults. And in the past LB months we 
11 haven’t had a single suicide $ typically the Jail aver- 
Bages about four a year, we have 1300 people In jail 
Hand haven’t had any escapes In over a year* We’ve 
I reduced assaults considerably, only had about two cases 
■ of deputies using eKcessive force in the last year and 
i a half, because t suspend them when they do, and they 
f get the message quickly. So on chat level we’ve done 
well: on another level, are we changing people’s llvea? 
That’s harder to know, people don’t want to be followed 
after they get out. So we can only tell in indiv ideal 
cases where people went on to Jobs we helped them find, 
or got into school where we helped clear the red tape 
for them, or people who got their military discharges 
upgraded to honorable from dishonorable or general* 

MR&R: How did you manage to get elected? 

MIRE: First of all, SF does have a tendency to vote 
liberal; it voted against the death penalty and Prop. 
13 when the rest of the state voted for It, Second of 
all, not too many liberals want to be sheriff. It was 
foreign to me, being a cop, never Piind a top cop. So, 

1 knew jaila real well, so I developed some support, 
had a lot of fund raisers, walked a lot of precincts, 
etc. 

r®&R; How has your election gone over with people with- 
in your own department, the local politicians, and the 
SF police? 


HENNESSEY 
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ten you go out of tovn, you check out the local 


NiK££ Within departoi^nt , it is going very well. I 
was initially viewed as the enemy by aooie. During the 
campaign a deputy came up to mep I said ^'Vellp what ^ a 
it look like to you?” And he saidp "I*ve got a choice 
of voting for a conaiunist or a piece of shit.” And I 
said, 'Vhat's it going to be?” He saidp ”I guess the 
cotaaunist,” So iSe tried to do s lot of things to 
allay their fears. If we’re gonna have a jail system, 
it should be a good one; people should be trained 
properly, which they weren’t in the past. We give 
recognition for the good things they do, not just the 
negative* I fought for better wages for them. 

As far as the political establishment goes, I don't 
know* When I ran I didn’t get any support or endorse- 
ments from them, I try to keep on good terms with them, 
without tying myself to any political faction* And for 
the SFPD- a lot of them think I’m too liberal to be a 
cop* The SFPD has a reputation of being heavy-handed, 
a real hard-nosed operation, and that’s pretty much how 
I view them, 

HR&R; You have good relation a with the gay community 
and punks. Why are you Intereated in those segments of 
the population that some people view as ”anti-social” 
or "destructive”? 

HI££; I consider myself rebellious. I always felt that 
there were healthy changes brought about by people who 
were complaining about the system and then doing some- 
thing about It- that there is life beyond the middle 
class. I like eccentric people, people with fresh ideas. 
And I’ve always liked rock n roll, its sense of expres- 
sion and rebellion. 

KR&Es How did you get into punk? 

KIKE; 1 read about it, used to listen to KSAN. But the 
thing that brought it home was the Sex Pistols. I vent 
to see them at Winter land and was blown away by the 
energy. And there was thisgrest group that opened for 
them- the Avengers. I’ve always liked the energy of 
RnH, every once in a while the energy leaves it, it 
gets ctxaplacent* It wasn’t Just the Doobie Brothers, 
Santana, Bolling Stones, or the Who, It vas a new 
sound. And there was sn anger there and a sense of 
expression that was getting lost in aainstream rock* 
And there was politics involved- the Dils, you would 
listen to what they sang and say, ’’Yeah, that's what 
I think too,” You don’t hear that In MOR music, 

MMR: You used to go to the Ksbuhay? 

MIKE; 1 used to like to go see Crime. They were just 
outrageous* I saw them break a guitar and Just miss 
Dirk’s head one night cause he was trying to get them 
off stage, I’ve always liked the Dead Kennedys, partly 
for their music and the way they perform. When 1 saw 
them at the Temple for the first time I was just blown 
away. And partly cause Jello ran for mayor the same 
time I ran for Sheriff. There was a candidates’ night 
at Crace Cathedral, and 1 walked up to him and told him 
I had a copy of ’’California Uber Alias.” He goes ”I 
bet you’re the only one here tonight who does.” I used 
to like Tuxedo Moon too- painted pictures in the mind. 
HRAR; What clubs do you go to? 

MIRE: 1 used to always go to the Kabuhay, the Temple, 
Deaf Club, Clubfoot, Tool and Die, On Broadway, slot; 
MR&R; What bands do you like? 

MIRE: 1 like lY, DRs, Red Rockers. 

MBAR: How do you like hardcoi.^? You listen to our radio 
show every week- what do you think? 

MIKE; I like some H.C. a lot, and some I don't like a 
lot. Some is too atonal for me. I like DOA a lot, they 
are superb* I haven’t seen Black Flag, I have their 
album, a lot of which I like, some of wh'ich is too 
dlrge-like* Same way with Flipper. 1 like watching 
Flipper, but listening to them is sometimes a chore. 
But they've got a lot of spirit. 

So, a lot 1 like, a lot I don’t. The way your show 
is split up, I tend to like- 1 hate to say this to you 
Tim — Ruth's (Schwartz) selections are the best. Ha Ha. 
ffit&R; How about 60 ’s stuff? 

MIKE; You should play ”? and the Mysterians.” I can’t 
find that anywhere* 

MR&R: You gonna buy our album? 

HIRE: Sure, my contribution is very small, but 1 try 
to support the local scene, even chough I do like a 
lot of the English stuff a lot, and some of the more 
electronic or experiinental stuff. But anything I see 
with Alternative Tentacles, etc. on it I buy. 1 have 
the Eastern Front album. Jelly Beans , Deaf Club . 

MB&R: You contribute to KPFA too (station that airs 
Max. R&R Radio), buy our magazine... 

MIKE; 1 guess I’m more Chan casually involved, but it ’s 
hard to keep up with the new music — the bands are up 
so fast, so I tend to find out about things by listen^ 
ing to your show, or buying fanzines. I used to read 
"Search and Destroy," or I call Aquarius Records up* 
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scenes? 

MIKE; Yeah* I recently went to Phoenix and saw Wasted 
Youth, Jody Foster's Army, and Social Distortion. 

MRSR; How did you like JFA? 

HIKE: They were really good, the surf punk sound. They 
were really young! 

MR&R; Do you have a nightmare that you’ll be at some 
punk show and the cops will raid the place, and the 
press will have a field day with you? 

MIKE; Well, not really* I'm not doing anything illegal . 
Although the first time I went to Sound of Music I was 
a little concerned - you gotta walk by all the vibra- 
tor stores Just to get there- but once I got in I had 
a great time. The unf ortunate thing is I have the abil- 
ity to say to myself, "they’re not gonna grab me’' but 
the average person stands a chance of being arrested, 
MR&R; You recently went on the radio and played records, 
MIKE; Yeah, 1 played some on the second-to^last day st 
KSFK. 1 brought in Mutants, Nuns... ’’media Control", 
and Avengers "American In Me." That’s one of my all 
time favorite songs . 

MR&R; Will this affect your next election? 

MIKE; Well, the punk scene in SF Is not viewed as an 
unhealthy scene by the general public, there haven’t 
been any ugly incidents except for Reggie Veggie 
(wanted for murder charges). 

MR&R; What do you think about slam dancing? 

MIKE: I tried it* It’s kind of like sandlot football. 
MR&R; How about stage diving? 

MIKE; It’s consenting adults, and you take your chances* 
MR&R; Consenting kids... 

MIKE; Yeah, I’m not young and in shape anymore. I’ll 
admit to being awestruck when the kids backflip off 
the stage. And more power to Biafra for diving in the 
crowd. I don’t know how he can keep it up. He’s gotten 
hurt before by that broken bottle st the On Broadway, 
and he must be getting stomped on at the bottom of the 
pile. 

MR&R; Are there any parting words you'd like to leave 
with us? 

MIKE; Shut up and dance. Ho really, I’d say to retain | 
your rebellious spirit and channel some of your energy 
into bringing about positive change. It can be done* 
You can work within .the general establishment and atlll 
be a punk rocker, and maintain your Integrity. And 
don’t be afraid to get involved in politics or comniun- 
ity affairs. There’s that old saying, that all it takes 
for the forces of evil to triumph is for a few good 
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Punks are supposed tt> be working for a better 
world. Typically^ punk bands are a nt i -a uthori ty , 
-war^ -government, -big business, and all the other 
Institutions that make our worl d . , .we 1 1 , Imperfect* 
Some punks even talk abou*^ building responsible an- 
archistic, individualistic systems* So then why 
would a punk band look for a big record contract? 

Since records are costly to put out, dlstribbte, & 
promote, the usual argume nt- tha t front noney is es- 
sential -Is valid; It's not that I don't understand 
why bands need financial help or want a contract. 

But Is the big record contract really what they're 
looking for? 

What does It cost to put out your own record? Stu- 
dios vary on production costs. Some bands pay noth- 
ing, by doing work around the studio, or by having 
connections. Others spend millions of dollars put- 
ting out an album, like Fleetwood Mae did on their 
latest* But these cases are the minority* A median- 
cost production that doesn't take too long shouldn't 
tun more than a few hundred dollars. 

Then there are pressing costs which vary according 
to the quanti ty pressed. The more records pressed , 
the less each one costs. If a band presses from 1- 
^,000 LPs, each one will cost S0-6^5p. A single costs 
a little less than half that* Imagine a major label 
that presses 100,000 LPs-the cost of each record Is 
dirt cheap* 

Next, the Jackets. Dacket prices vary accorctlng to 
elaborateness and materials. With a 3 -col or printing 
on white stock (no fold-outs or double sleeves), 
each Jacket should average 45C ■ In addition, labels 
will cost Z-3d each* HI seel ianeous costs Include 
processing, stamping, and shipping* 

So, If you press 1-2,000 copies of a record, you 
shouldn't spend more than Si. 2 5 a piece.. This Is an 
estimate for pitting out your own record. If a label 
does it for you, costs will be less because quanti- 
ties are, generally, larger. You won't reap the to- 
tal profit, but then you won't have to put up the 
^os ts * 

The question of how to put out a record is getting 
very complicated. There are a lot of record compa- 
nies. Each runs the!** business differently, offers 
different types of contracts and services, and all 
will tell you that the way they run their business 
is "the way the music business is"* The "music busi- 
ness ts like horseracing; make the right bet, multi- 
ply that by the marketplace odds, spend as little as 
possible, and make as much as possible* 

There are 3 basic categories of labels: the major 
labels, labels that call themselves "Independent", Si 
labels that call themselves "aJ terna t I ve" * Each cat- 
egory is different (though independent and alterna- 
tive are of te n-1 ncorre ct 1 y- used 1 nte rcha nge ably ) and 
I will try to explain why. 

First, the majors* The first falacy about these 
labels Is that they give you money. Sure, they hand 
you a check, a nice studio, a network of promoters. 


distributors, booking agents, and management. But 
all of this is on loan. Not only do they expect mon- 
ey back, they also ex pec t he avy interest. Whatever 
front money they offer you to eat* etc. Is taken out 
of your percentage of profit (If you get a percen- 
tage). After all, you owe It to them. If your record 
sells, you might actually see some money* But, rest 
assured, theywil! make a lot more than you will ever 
see * 

Of the Infinite "deals" record companies make with 
bands, each 1$ designed to make the band happy, and 
the company money. Some will offer cash up front for 
your record, no percentage of profit or sales. Be 
wary; this arrangement Is designed to rip you off. 
They can never offer as much as they think your re- 
cord is worth. It looks like a lot of money but it's 
not. In addition, you will end up having no Idea of 
how much the company makes, because they have no 
reason to show you their sales figures. You will I 
lose touch with your record. 

I should mention Fnechanicai royalties. When you 
publish a piece of music you are legally entitled to 
these royalties. They are determined by a formula 
which considers both the song's length and Its sales 
and arc payed bv the label. Sometimes this is the 
only way for a band to see any payment, especially 
If a record doesn't sell well. A label that doesn't 
want to pay you mechanical royalties Is In the 
wrong* They should be considered expenses and are 
your right* Most Of the money a label gives you up 
front comes out of future royalties. Chances are, 
with a major label, you'll never see that money S 
will be paying It off forever - 

Another common offer from a major Is the 12Si/SS% 
split* This Immediately raises a number of ques- 
tions. Is your after costs, IZ% of the sug- 

gested retail price, or 12* of the distribution 
revenues? Whichever, the fact remains that your 12% 
will never match their 68% ever after costs. It may 
seem that the irtore records the company presses, the 
smaller their percentage looks on paper, but don't 
be fooled. The more they press the less their unit 
cost, and, therefore, the more they make* 

Band = l2% Label =68!^ 

5000 records cost approx. $10,000 
Sold at dlstrl buti'on cost $3 .€5:;Sl 8,250 
Subtract costs = $8,250 

Income s $ 990*00 $ 7,260 

5000 records cost a pprox . $10,000 
Deal based on recommended retail =$7.96 
Retail sales = $39,900 
Subtract costs = $10,000 

Income $4788*00 $25,112 

Habel does n * t make 
retail price! 

Note: These figures are extrapolations. Costs and 
Incomes vary* These are only to show the difference 
In percent of profit. 

B/i sides the money the major labels offer you, 
there are other dangers^ If your label doesn't make 
enough money off your record, they may drop you 
like a hot potato, leaving you with debts and law- 
yers breathing down your back* They might not go so 
far s»s to sue you: a lot of expensive lawyers will 
tell them It is costlier to sue than to write It 
off thetr taxes. Usually they will give you a "sec- 
ond chance", especially since the majors generally 
give new bands a 2-record contract. Then they'll 
tell you that your last record was a stiff, and 
since they aren't In the business of losing money, 
you'd better make something that will sell. This Is 
where the term "selling out" comes from. The label 
brings In Its band of producers and engineers whose 
Job it is to make hits* And we all know what hits 
are In this country-shj t , pap, and certainly nothing 
a punk band could possibly do..*Vah? 

OK, so maybe you already know about major labels* 
What about the 1 nde pende nts and alternatives? 

A true alternative label not only produces fresh 
bands that the majors won't touch, but they also try 
to create a different relationship with bands* They 
often offer more equitable contraots, and become 
involved with the people and the music. Here the 
band decides how to further Its own potential* 

Ma ny of the so-called i nde pe nde nt labels don't do 
this. In fact, they often use the same guidelines 
that the majors have been using to screw over bands 
for years. They offer similar services, and similar 
contracts which promise cash up front or a small 



percentage of ambiguous profits* I see nothing al- 
ternative about these labels. 


Many of these independents have becocne stepping 
stones to the majors by setting up distribution and 
production alignments with them. Lately 415, Stiff, 
IPS, and many others have fallen into step behind 
the major labels. They get the major (for example^ 
415 has Col umbi a /CBS J to cover expenses for manu- 
facturing and services* In return, the major gets 
the bulk of profit, and that 12%, for example, goes 
back to the independent who then pays the band. Or 
maybe the Independent gets money up. front* Whichever 
way, the Independent gets their cut for doing 
nothing. They become A£R people (talent scouts) for 
the major label, seeking out new talent to sponge 
off. Though these Independents aren't direct em- 
ployees of the majors, their deals look the same, 
and the quality of their service is deceiving* Not 
only does the band make even less money because they 
have to pay the independent, they are, directly or 
Indirectly, making money for a major record company. 
How can a punk, who opposes the power of multi-mil- 
lion dollar corporations, do this with conscience? 

Two companl'^s doing this is the U.S. are Alterna- 
tive Tentacles and V America, Each Is set up as a 
middleman who never actually touches the product. 
Faulty Records, who pattern themselves after major 
labels, puts out the Alternative Tentacles label and 
Important puts out Y America, Alternative Tentacles 
and Y America pay no costs and get a cut of profit 
for very little work. Why bother? They are better 
than the independents that align with the majors be- 
cause they aren't making money for the majors, but 
their relevance is questionable* Latest word is that 
Alternative Tentacles plans to begin their own pro- 
duction, thereby becomln'i their own label. 

Many out -of -country labels license records to 
labels in this country* This allows an import record 
to come out domestically, and cuts down prices. In 
my mind, there Is a difference between this arrange- 
ment and one inside our country with U ,S , bands* 
There are other kinds of deals going on as well. 
Distribution deals through companies such as Thun- 
derbolt are popping up. By presenting an attractive 
and alluring package to bands, usually In the form 
of instant cash, these companies become yet another 
middleman between the hand, label, and wholesaler, 
leading to higher record prices* 

So, what are the alternatives? Of course a band 
that puts out Its own record is one alternative. 

They bypass the majors, they only spend what they 
have, and generally they use the independent dis- 
tributors (another topic) who, with any luck, will 
treat them honestly and pay them for records sold. 
Beyond that they make their own profit* 

Also, there are others In the business of making 
records who are different* These Include Subterra*- 
nean, Thermador, Touch and Go, Dlschord, Rough Trade 
New Alliance (who have just made a distribution deal 
with Thunderbolt), SST , Modern Method, CIA, and 
scores of others* They don't necessarily have the 
capital that the majors do, but they will offer you 



Contracts offered by alternative labels are as 
varied as those offered by any other type of label. 
The best deal is the 50/50 spll t , Costs are met 
first, and then both the band and the label take 
half the profit. You both stand to gain or lose 
eq ua 1 i y , 

Band = 5a» Label =5051 

5000 records cost approx* $10,000 

Sold at distribution cost $3 ,£5=$1 8, 250 * 

Subtract costs = SS,250 

Income^ $4,125 $4,125 


Another alternative deal which comes out good for 
everyone Is where the label takes 15^ off the top, 
then costs are met, and then the rest of the money 
goes to the band* This way, once costs are covered, 
the band stands to make the money they deserve. And 
by the second presslng-whlch is cheaper-the band 
should do very well. 

Band Label I5t 

5000 records cost approx, $10,000 

Sold at distribution cost $3 ,65 = $1 6 , 25 0 

Label Income 15 % $Z ,73S 

Subtract costs = $8,250 

Sand's Income $5,512 



similar services t manufacturing, production, distri- 
bution, promotion, and most of all, a fair deal that 
won't put you so far into debt you'll never see the 


On the same line, there are labels popping up that 
are licensing labels. Anybody can be a publisher, 
and if done right it Is a very reputable business. 
There is no overhead, and it's easy to make money. 
But these new labels are not necessarily publishers; 
Instead they license records to other labels. 

Truly alternative labels are Important. They are 
making a gallant move to prove that the music busi- 
ness Is whatever you make it. We punks prize our- 
selves on having set up alternative networks for 
gigs, fanzines, radio, and Information-why not re- 
cords? There can only be temporary gain from sup- 
porting, and making money for, mui t i -mi 1 11 on dollar 
corporations and those that act like them. 

Supporting the alternatives is the only way to ef- 
fectly change the age-old methods of mediocracy and 
capitalism* But you have to know a little about what 
you're doing. You have to know what to ask and who 
to support* Ask all the questions* Know what you're 
doing, how to do it, and why. 


Ruth Schwartz is a disc Jockey and works as a whole- 
saler for Rough Trade Inc- in San Francisco, 
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I want the world and I 
want it now! —without 
nostalgia, without 
self-consciousness, 
without even 
verbalising. They just 
did it." 

There's a 
record for 
you at 

AQUARIUS. 


3961 24 th St. 

sf ca 

#647- 2272 




Youth = Funny Clothes 
and Big Trouble 
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...before, everybody would stick up for each other 
and now, everybody's beating each other's ass. Well, 
that don't make sense to me because I have a lot of 
other people coming down on me - I don't need anoth- 
er skinhead,, another fucking punk kicking my ass, too. 
think instead of beating each others ass, maybe we 
try to get together. 


I 

should 


Another 


thing 
kids around the 


I have to say is I've seen some 
Bay Area, especially in the East Bay, 
gang up on other people. You know if you have to 
fight, if you're gonna fight with somebody, 
should at least make it fair. You shouldn't 
about 5 people to jump on one person, 
people jump on me and it ain't no fun 
and that's my tough luck. If you're 

somebody, don't get a bunch of your friends to do it.' 


you 

get 


I've had TO 


I have scars 
gonna fight 


Their eyes stare with a dement- 
ed, dtaboiical intensity; mouths arc sjm- 
ply shallow, gaping slits, with incised 
teeth. 






I soy "Fuck 'e m even if they can take a 


Punk Is Oada. Be anti-art^ dada Is 
anti-art. Opposition strengthens. Dada 
Is short lived and self-destructive. 
Running Fence, the Mural of Langton St, 

Art comes from the decaying, shattered 
minds. Do you have the balls to know ? 
Hear now the answer: find the wandering 
bag lady, the screamers of 7th and Mar- 
ket, not the withdrawn sidewalk scrapers, 
the rambling preachers. Talk to them! 
Ask of their Holy Quest and how you can 
help. Ask of their enemies relentlessly 
following, the generalized Others who 
have wronged them and hurt them and ter- 
rorized them so much?! How they were 
killed over and over again. Ask whatever 
pops Into your heads, your minds. Immerse 
your minds In the state that society has 
decreed Madness , 

The man drew t he gun , The boss fl nl shed 
the performance report. The blood gushed 
In a beautiful fountain from his former 
head. The waJ 1 s shat tered , The waves of 
pleasure blurred the secretary's senses. 
The man asks for a hit. The morphine 
rush pales beside the taste of death. 

Do-it-yourself method 45. To con- 
struct a Dadai St poem j 

1 ) rind a newspaper article the length 
of desired poem, 

2) Carefully cut out the words, 

3) Put in paper bag and shake well. 

4) Paste words onto sheet of paper. 
Spice with unpronounceable words from 
a heavy dictionary. 

If you wished a more human centered 
work, pick a name from the phone book, 
and use for a title. 

Rocker? Sunset clone? WPOD? Drop acid, 
it Is the closest you'll ever come. No 
wonder you think an encircled a means 
acid. Nowhere near the freedom of Dada 
Just foggy windows through the walls. 

Plot your future , VI si t a nursing home , 
talk to the most senile inmates. Take 
deep breaths and savor the smell of u- 
rlne, feces and slowly decaying flesh, 
vomit, senility. Madness has a sight, 
sound, feel , smell and taste of its own, 
Just as death has, the sight of the eyes 
darkening, the smell of diseased lungs 
exhaling stale air, the sound of the 
EKG's death whine, the taste in the air, 
the feel of burning flesh turning cold* 
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Do you want to hear some history? Swit- 
zerland and World War I, Tristan Tzara, 
Hugo Ball, Jean Arp? Go to the library, 
took it up In the Encyclopedia, Mg Andy 
Warhol or Monte Cazazza or SPK or William 
S. Burroughs, but they are not history* 

The Man awakes from the knives carving 
the skin from his legs. He leaves the^ 
womb of bed. Layers and layers of cloth- 
ing, The streets. Oversized, overused, 
overpriced genitalia and rectums and 
mouths protrude from tightly bound strips 
of leather. Hunger and lust extend pro- 
toplasmic fingers from Junkies, drag- 
queens, refugees, mesmerized by the pov- 
erty trance. Sheep, pigs and lemmings 
with haIXoween masks parade about In 
polyester business suits, 

DADA, DADa, daOa, etc. etc. etc. Repeat 
without end. All Is art, art Is all, art i 
Is nothing, anti -art- Paradox and mad- 
ness, DadalsFrench for a wooden horse* 
Entropy, the Second Law of Thermodynam- 
ics, the heat death of our culture- 
'^Everyone will be famous for fifteen 
minutes . "-Andy Warhol* Science and art 
and music and metaphysics, all inter- 
twined t o bul 1 d the high stone walls of 
the maze guiding our society towards 
nb 1 i V i on . 

The boss calls The Man to a special 
meeting. The gun beats with his heart, 
the knife licks his leg. Mongoloids and 
1 di ot -sava n t s await behind the secretary 
withtherlglnherarm. 

Dada is a state of mind, a forclblei 
rebellion against the mind of a State. 
Anarchy and Dada are Inseparable, equal 
and unequal, yin and yang* A return to 
the primordial chaos from destruction 
and creation. A Jack hammer, a soup can, 
a urinal* a wlno in the gutter to deface 
the walls of society. 

The man heads t oward the c lub . Swaying 
sex and drugs beneath leather and hair 
dye. An ethnic gang accos ts h Im , b Igo t ry 
explodes Into violence. He calls upon 
the unholy names. He shoots and stabs 
and disembowels, decapitates. He saves 
fingers to summon tbelr souls from the 
black and scarlet pits of hell to which 
be has damned them. He sings Searching 
to Destroy backwards. They know their 
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The brsla of Cofisr, ttie celebrated niturAUnt* 
Kuloilt the murderer and llng^lfl;* . 

Dr. Bpundjcim— phre&oloflflt* , . , 

Celebrated pbllologUt .... * 

Celebrated mineralogist, , , * . 
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fate- ''Mother of God! 
"Whore of a dog 
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ood over the noman* His lusts 
Willing rape^ pale beside the 
max^ The gun throbbed. Her 
I to ^welcome the penetrating 
al orgasm In blood. Two more 
il s col lection * 
lite Christ commits suicide 
lite Christ commits Genocide 
de hegats resurrection 
and round, 

rment?" you ask again. Oada 
.Ic companion to Anarchy, Ar- 
to the Yang of the cold hard 
revolution. Das KapitaJ Ja? 
r!t that moves the bodies of 
The soul of counterculture^ 
I politics. Anarchy ^lil breed 
■nmentals with their societal 
houtDada* Da da without Anar- 
lersonal toy of the Intel lec* 
It 1 ^ i nt el 1 ect ua 1 s , The free- 
f few. Nice, but worthless, 
da da Is probably intrlnsl- 
iless. The walls are not to- 


reedom from mind control 


ground ! 
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OH BOUBLS mmRDS 


FUnK rOCK Friday, June 19, liB8] lErifattnt/Ti 

It does not promote racism 


Jews bsve long csstlgsted the 
Csrsan people for closing their 
collective ej^s and allowing the 
HseI reglse to connit genocide and 
other atrocities In their nane* 

And rightly so, for no one should 
be absolved after sacrificing their 
bumanity on the altar of alndless 
nationalise (or any other altar, 
for that Baiter). But others should 
then be entitled to castigate those 
Jews, both In and outside of Israel, 
who either proudly support or refuse 
to apeaJt out against the barbarities 
perpetrated by the govemaent of 
Israel in tt ^elr naise, including the 
supplying of weapons and technical 
aid to neo-fascist reglaes like 
those in South Africa, Argentina, 
Cuateaala and aany other places! the 
funding of openly fascist para- 
all Itary groups like the Fhalanglsts 
of Bashir GenAyal (recently "elected" 
as President of lebenon under the 
barrels of Israeli gtuis}i the Indis- 
crlnlnate boabazdaent of lehanese 
and l^lestlnlan civilians in southern 
Lebanon and West Beirut, which resul- 
ted in the deaths of tens of thousands 
of innocent people] the treatment 
of the Arabs as UnterBenschen (sub- 
huBans) In the occupied terrltorlesi 
the wholesale dlsplaceBent of the 
l^les tin Ians, etc., etc. People who 
blindly defend the reactionary poli- 
cies of the increasingly right-wing 
Israeli reglae are no more enlightened 
than those who uncritically followed 
Hitler step-by-step down the road to 
inhunanity. It's tine to stop using 
past horrors to justify connlttlng 
present and futuie horrors. 

J. Bale 


From my sundpoEst » end I am a punk wbo 
has bees lovoived in this moveinenC for some 
time — the failure of the auUion to mention 
these facts canncrt be ascribed to ignorance alone. 
Even taUng their obvious hostllUy and contempt 
for punk music Into account f"For the sake of 
being different the tired punk rock lad may be 
preying upon the weaknesses of young Amerl- 
it is very clear that the real motive behind 
the auUioru' slanted attack was a pollticat one 
which was intended to serve two insidious purpos- 
es. 

Ftrst, they brand the raucous and potentlaily 
rcvolutlooary punk subculture as ''reactionary'' in 
order to drive a wedge between punks — many of 
whom are now non-white — and membera o| 
other minority groups wbo are attempting to 
chaUesge this Increasingty oppressive and repro- 
live capitaliat system. 

From the late *70s until now* an era charac- 
terised by general political apathy and relative 
inactivity on the part of the left, punks took the 
lead in criticising, parodying* and rejecting the 
most cberiahed of Western initUutiotis* values, 
and cultural norms. If these alienated, predoml- 
nanUy white youths were to unite with disaffected 
blacks and Latinos, together they could become a 
serious threat to the status tpio. That Is why Glen 
and Shearer* as professional opinlon-sbapeni for 
the establbdunent* feel It necessary to dismedli- 
punk music and Invert its ratUcal message. 

Second, by bLamiag some easily identifiable 
and misunderstood group for the problem of rac- 
ism* these autbon hope to deflect their readers' 
aUentloD from tbe institutionalised racism of the 
American system wblch* by creating a climate 
where overt raciym can flourish unhindered, is 
Itself reiponsible for tbe failure of miDorities to 
achieve socio-economic equality and a measure of 
respect. 

Impoverished blacks have always known that 
it is tbe white ruling class in this country that 
exploits them and. with the rise of the New Right 
and Its acquisition of key poets In the Reagan 
administration, this should become more obvious 
to everyone. Tbe attempted creation of a "punk 
menace" la laughable in this context 

However, articJs such as this arc bound to 
have unfortunate repercussions, which we suspect 
the authors were fully aware of. On tbe one hand* 
after reading them, blacks and iJitiitoa may react 
with hostility whenever they sae punki, and this 
Will certainly be an obstacle to the development 
of understanding and communication between 
these groups. 

On the other hand, young whites who are 
already racist will begin Identifying with "punk 
rock'' because they think that punks are racist 
This trend Is already developing — as with any 
subculture* there cxtsts a small minority of dun- 
decbeada and larger number of confused people 
— and: opinions like Glen and Shearer's wtH only 
further encourage tbe more thoughtle^ elements. 

Jeff Bale is a punk mdter from Saa Fraacia- 

CO* 


I disagree with the opinion expressed in the 
biased'and lil-lnfomied Commentary page article 
In the May 13 Oakland Tribune/ Eastbay TODAY 
by Maxwell Glen and Cody Shearer* which at- 
tempt^ to Link punk rock with the growtb cl 
racisfiL 

lil''tlifi authors' enthtisiaitic attempt to show 
that punk music promotes racisim. these authors 
were forced to resort to every discredited tech- 
nique M pseudo-scholarship and yellow ^umai- 


Hfeey write, "No one is ready to link the 
raciaLkilUogs in Atlanta to punk rock music." — 
no one but those two would even have Lmaglned 
such B-coanactiocL 

TBity include of all sorts of derogatory and 
irrelevant comments about punk violence and 
ohecenUy* "... punk tock music Is Lncreaaloily 
causing injury to band members and fans alike" 
Why no mention 61 the violence initiated and 
perpetrated by club bouncem or the much higher 
levels of vioLence at heavy metal and country 
fQuaic concertst 

The use of unnamed "authorities" on the 
subject ("Many critics thirJe that this music bas 
contributed to a resurgence of racism.") is irre- 
spocDi^e. 

The'presematloo of imaupported opinion as 
fact an4 associated jumps in logic are numerous 
("Rock mtaic has Long been amised of causing 
every evil in ycKuagsters from poor eating habits 
to epidemics in teen-ags pregnancy. IFs an under- 
staAdabie assumption."). Is this lor real? 

On top of all thla, the author* eaimoi even get 
their bdsic facts strsight — Wendy WUlisms of 
the Ptasmatics was busted in Wisconsin rather 
than Ohio sod the Lyrici Co "Whits Minority" are 
incorrectiy cited. 

In addition to their use of spurious Joumalis- 
tie technJqcies, Glen and Shearer are groesLy ig- 
norant of the subject about which they've written* 
They are qnable to distinguish, between reaction- 
ary Heavy Metal bands like the Dictators (who 
wrote 'tMsiter Race Hock"), punk parody bands 
like the Plasma tics (the New Wave venloii of 
Ki»>* and the genoine hardcore punk baBds. The 
Ijttv typically adopt a leftist er anarcblst poUti- 
cal perspective* both here and elsewhere in the 
induBtriaUxed world* 

This radical perspective is manlfeited in a 
variety;; of ways ^ In tbe lyrics of tnoumerable 
songs which are explicitly antt-espitaUst* anti- 
fascist,., anti-establishment, anti-sexist and anti- 
racist, in the rise of the Rock Against Racism 
(RAR) movement, which bas succeeded in bring- 
ing large koterracLil crowds together to bear 
punk and reggae groupe* and in the willingaes of 
punk bands to play benefits for many progressive 
causes, e.g, striking mlneworken. the gtierriUas 
in £1 l^ivador. the anu-nuclear movement* HAH, 
and worldwjfde human righta. 
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REVIEWS 


Jeff Bale (JB) 

John Silva (JS) 
Steve Spinal! (SS) 
Tim Yohannan (TY) 


First off, reviewer (JB) is tie, 

Jello Biafra, so don't send him your 
hate mail, OK? 

Last time around, I tried to clarify 
our general review policy and emphasise 
that we wouldn't mince words when it 
came to evaluating records, etc- Our 
primary goal is to provide fans with an 
annotated ^consumer guide'' to new re- 
leases and other items of Interest, The 
vast majority of our readers seem to 
support this Idea but, as predicted, a 
few feel we^re being unfair and need- 
lessly critical, I'm sorry to hear that, 
but I wouldn't trust any reviewer who 
like^ or disliked everything, and I do 
not think you should either. 

On a more personal level, I do not 
attempt to disguise my musical tastes 
behind a false veneer of objectivity- 
there ^ no real objectivity in such 
questions. But I do make careful efforts 
to distinguish between the wheat and the 
chaff in every type of music, whether 
I like it or not, and I always explain 
why I reach a certain conclusion. That 
is the only honest approach to take, j 

AGENT OHANCE - "Breakdown" EP 


' Turning now to specific suggestions, 
one person Implied that I shouldn't be 
allowed to do so many reviews because I 
don't like Heavy Hetal. Although I make 
no apologies whatever for detesting the 
most reactionary, cliche-ridden form of 
rock in history, I've gladly enlisted 
the aid of other reviewers with integrity 
and critical faculties. Unfortunately 
for Mr. G.C., none of them like HM ei- 
ther, but they will at least bring a 
broader perspective to this section of 
the mag. 


Finally, let's note some typographical 
errors from last issue's column: 


CRAP DETECTORS - add "garage punk to ea- 
rage rock to garage reggae, " 
MISUNDERSTOOD - add "showcaees their ev- 
olution from a ra-v blues band with ou^ 
o V er ton es (side 2 ) t^a~ powerful. , . " 
SEDITION ARIES - change "shock -hum or - 
punk" to "shock - horror -punk" 

BOSTON, NOT L,A, - change "combine ori- 
ginal lyrics" to "combine original music" 
EXPLOITED 15 - add "contain the Best 
song they' ve ever written." 

(JB) wrote the unbylined RUDIMENTARY 
PEN I review. 


Another individual suggested that we 
list the price along with the address 
of new relea^s. We'd like to but usu- 
ally we don't even know how much the 
groups or labels want to charge for mall 
order. Bands that send ue things should 
cite a p^ice but, in the meantime, I'd 
suggest that prospective purchasers send 
a SASE and $2.75 fop domestic 7", $3 for 
0K 7", and $3,50 for "other" 7", 12" 
prices really vary, but $1 0 should cover 
the p'^ice of moat LPs and $6 the price 
of moat 12" EPs , 


Last but certainly not least, if you 
want your stuff reviewed, please send 
all records and tapes to JEFF BALE, 
MAXIMUM ROCK REVIEW EDITOR, BOX 22571, 
CARMEL, CA 93923, If you want it re- 
viewed and given airplay on the radio 
show, send two copies to that address 
or to TIM, B^2Se, BERKELEY, CA 94701 , 




Mostly stutf you could find on other 45 's or compila- 
tions, but nice to have with the 12" sound quality. Title 
track Is the only cut with vocals and is more contempor- 
ary; other three cuts- "Mr Moto," ’'Pipeline," and "Miser- 
loo" are Surf City Specials. (TY) 

(Posh Boy-P.O.B. 38861 -LA, CA 90038) 

THE BAMGS - ’^Getting Out of Hand/Call on Me" 

It could be the best girl group to come along 
since the SMANGRI-LAS, "Getting Out of Hand" is the 
standout cut with ^reat vocals and sparse garage in- 
strumentation, Sounds like everything you thought 
that "other" LA band was going to but didn't. (JS> 
(Downkiddie Records, no address given) 



CHANNEL 3 - Fear of Life LP 

A dozen songs- highly produced punk with pop overtones. 
Not as frantic as their first EP, (two songs are repeats). 
Southern California suburban angst. (TY) 

(Posh boy) 

CONFLICT - "America's Right" cassette EP 

7-sorig tape for a mere $2.50 from this Ari^o^a H.C 
outfit. Female vocals fronting some really ripping 
music that doesn't let up at all* Great value. (TY) 
(K. A. -3033 E. 6th, Apt. B-2-Tucson, AZ 85716) 


BEASTIE BOYS - "Polly Wog Stew" EP 


JEFF DAHL - "Power Trip" EP 


Thrash garage punk with amazingly snotty vocals. 
The instrumental raunch perfectly complements the 
singer, who sounds like he's right on the edge of 
sanity. 'You'll be singing the chorus to "Beastle 
Boys'* for days after hearing it, and the psychedelic 
("JiTni") and country ("Michelle's Farm) satires are 
really silly. The best of the new crop from New York 
(JB) 

(Rat Cage-307 E, 9th St. -NYC, NY 10003) 

BOMB SQUAD - "Tomorrow^ the World Ends" EP 

A new punk EP with a sound reminiscent of some of 
DOA's earlier material. The production is real basic 
and the songs grow on you with repeated listenings, 
but the overall delivery is too restrained for the 
angry anti-fascist lyrics on songs like "U.S. Police 
State", Enjoyable but not earth-shattering. (JB) 
(Bouncing Baby-2959 Lathan Dr. -Dallas, TX 75229) 


Rock and roll retard JEFF DAHL is at it again i The 
guy may be a Jerk, but it's hard to fault this nifty 
garage punk record, "Power Trip" is older style gut- 
ter rock, while the others are real fast punk blasts 
in the recent ANGRY SAMOANS vein. In fact, I'll bet 
anything it ia the SAMOANS backing him up here. (JB) 
(Mystic-6277 Selma-Hollywood, CA) 

CRUCIAL TRUTH - "Barkened Days*' EP 

A split package from these transplanted Floridians- 
two metallic rock songs and two thrashers. Although 
the vocals on the former pair remind one of the late 
Jim Morrison, the real strength of this EP lies in 
the others, "Male Domination" is a particularly out- 
standing cut, with its adrenaline kick and vicious 
anti -chauvinist lyrics, (JB) 

(Rat Cage- 307 E. 9th St. -NYC, NY 10003) 


LEGAL WEAPON - Death of Innocence LP 


DEAD KENNEDYS - "Bleed for Me/Life Sentence" 12" A5 

A-side is very reniinlscent of the earlier DK’s sound- 
vords yog can hear, slower but extremely powerful and 
clear instrumentation* B-side is more thrashed outj and 
again very strong production* The excitement generated 
by them at live shows comes across on both cuts* Great 
graphics too* Shou.ld be out domestically on CTY) 

(Alternative Tentacles-W33 Kensington Gardens Sq*- 
London W2) 



DIE KREUZEH - "Sick People" cassette EP 

Wisconsin thrash punk with more structural 
complexity than usual. Choppy rhythms, fluid 
ffuitarwork, and spastic vocals are the distin- 
eulshing characteristics here, DIE KREUZEN 
(formerly the STELLA'S) provide further proof 
that the Midwest Is no longer slumbering, so 
give them a listen, (T») 

($2.75 to 634 Wisconsin - Milwaukee, WI 53203) 

DREAM SYNDICATE - EP 

What more can be said about this record that 
hasn’t already been said? The power contained in 
this record is awesome. Guitar distortion and feed- 
back, along with great songs, make this one of the 
best discs of *32, Reviewers have said it sounds 
like the VELVET UNDERGROUND, but your best bet is to 
listen for yourself* Watch for new LP soon, (JS) 
(Downthere Records- 1 1028 Sunset Blvd,-L,A., CA 90040 

EJECTORS - "Hydro-Head/Little Johnny" 

Texas garage punk, "Hydro -Head" is sort of slow 
with a memorable chorus and one of the worst guitar 
solos I’ve ever heardi "Johnny" is a much faster and 
punkter song with a basic rock and roll bridge. Fun 
stuff, (JB) 

CWV-3906 Cedar Springs-Dallas, TX 75219) 

FAITH AND VOID - LP 

Two distinct bands share this wax* VOID has all 
the Intensity one expects from a Dis chord D.C. band. 
Some ferocious attacks and at other times sounds 
like SOA meets LED ZEPPELIN, FAITH Is more standard- 
typ# of thrash, meat and potatoes 80*3 punk. Buy or 
diet (TY) 

(Dischord-3819 Beecher St. N*W,- Wash,, D.C, 20007) 

f3|13S HEOHIBTS *■ "Gcwdi Pui^/Tlw Pune^tlCHuJ. Song" 

Hard-edged exparlJMntal punk with ildt of Intalll- 
ganos, the Mctmd relaaae fToa this K«w York ciau, 

Vooaliat Staphaa lelpl ia oca of thoaa xaiv l&Uvl- 
duala who doeon’t allov hlaaalf ta be xoatxletad hj 
oODVButlona, punk or otherwlaa, and it ahowa In the 
sroovoa. **Fibi*' 1b loud, fkat, catchy, and highly 
erl ileal of Ignorance and violence t "Jhmctional” in 
■loiier and niJjpd vith rfiaantle tatttaraeaa, fttcongly 
zaeoaaended, vP) 

(Vozn Out Brothan, distributed by Boyafa T ^ e) 

G.G. ALLIN - "You Hat© Me and I Hate You" EP 

The undisputed king of New Hampshire raunch rock^ 
returns with yet another trashy garage offering. G.G 
may be predictable in his excesses, but when the 
results are this loud and absurd, it * s OK with me. 
This type of bone -crunching guitar-heavy stuff is as 
American as mouldy apple pie, but don’t expect the 
Reaganoids to invite G.G, to perform at the White 
House. CJB) . 

(Orange-639 Broadway if902-NYC, NY 10012) 

HYPNOTICS - Indoor Fiends LP 



This well-rounded debut album by L.A. *s LEGAL 
WEAPON presents a solid collection of hard rock num- 
bers in the same general style as 45GRAVE, but with- 
out the Satanic overtones. Compositions like the 
kinetic rocker "Dad's Gone Mad" utilize Kay Arthur *s 
rather plaintive voice to good advantage, even 
though the highlight of Death of Innocence is prob- 
ably the haunting "Wanna Be" --a ballad. This album 
definitely grows on you, (SS) 

LEOPARD SOCIETY - "Screaming/Naja-Naja" 

Bass- and drum- heavy post -punk from the state of 
New York. "Screaming" has a basic rock and roll- 
rockabilly influence, while "Naja" is a pulsating 
quasi -psychedelic chant- I’m surprised this band 
hasn’t received more attention, (JB) 

(Sacred Lance-Box 7 166- Albany, NY 12224) 

L-SEVEN - "Insanity" EP 

The first release on a Touch and Go subsidiary la- 
bel < S.pecial Forces ) that apparently will not be re- 
stricted to hardcore punk. Detroit's L-SEVEN have a 
unique neo- psychedelic sound that features an excep- 
tionally fluid, almost Jazzy, guitar style. It works 
especially well on "Clear Visions," which begins 
with an annoying sort of art damage before kicking 
into high gear. Interesting- (JB) 

(Touch and Go-PO Box 26203“Lansln8, MI 48909) 

MENTALLY ILL - "American Dream/Soldler 19" 

Nowhere as garagey and psychotic as their first EP 
nor as arty as their cassette in a can. Highly prod- 
uced with background soundtrack, raw guitar, catchy 
rhythms, (TY) 

(Auti3tic-26 Greenbriar-Deer field, IL 60015) 

MINUTEMEN - "Bean Spill" EP 

Another great from this L.A. band. Back with five 
brand new tracks, the MINUTEMEN *s blend of Jazz, punk 
and junk just can't be beat. Best cut is "If Reagan 
Played Disco". (You can't disco in jackboots), (JS) 
(Thermidor Records-912 Bancroft Way -Berkeley, CA 
94710) 

MOFUNGO - "El Salvador" EP 

The two songs on the B-slde didn’t do much for me, 
but the A-side by this NY group Is pretty neat.Slow- 
ish post -punk, off-beat production, anthemlc vocals, 
a Chris Stamey production, (TY) 

(Rough Trade- 13/ Blenheln Crescent -London Wll ZEQ UK 
NIHILISTICS - "After Death" EP 

Ultra-primitive thrash from New York- Lyrically, 
the NIHILISTICS live up to their name, but the In- 
strumentation sounds like a runaway vacuum cleaner 
and can be strongly recommended for that reason. 

This record Is guaranteed to make musicologists 
uke, which increases Its value substantially, (36) 

(Visionary-1734 OeBalle Place-North Merrick, M3 11566) 

NO CRISIS - "She’s Into the Scene" 12" EP 

The kind of quintessential California beach punk 
that usually appears on Poshhoy’s label. The songs 
here range from slower pop-oriented numbers ("Scen^) 
to fast bursts of punk, but all of them have enough 
strong hooks to accomodate a large wardrobe. Cool 
music for a hot summer. OB) 

(Ultra-Hega, dlst. by T hunde rbol t - P ,0 .8 . 41 9-Re don- 
do Beach, CA 90277) 



A hot garage punk album by a hitherto unknown 
bunch of nerds. Their uptempo sound, which Is driven 
by two^or three guitars and a synthesizer wall-of- 
sound a la METAL URBALNE, is extremely dense and 
chunky. The lyrics are satirical and usually funny, 
though some songs ("Nazi Schnotzy") go too far and 
make them sound like insensitive geeks. The final 
verdict! Entertaining as belli (JB) 

(Enigraa-PO Box 2896-Tor ranee, CA 90509) 


PLASTICLAND - "The Mushroom Hlll/Colour Appreciation" 

Third release from this Milwaukee band on their 
own label, "Muffhroom Hill", while not as strong as 
their first 45, it's a good 60 's psychedelia-inspir- 
ed tune with great guitar feedback. Live, it's prob- 
ably awesome. Look for it, (JS) 

CScadlllac Records, no address given) 



THE RAIN PARADE - 
Kaleidoscope** 


"What She's Done to Your Mind/ 


First release from the L,A. band shows 5-D Byrds 
Influence on both sides - "What She * s » • , " has a great 
12 -string sound with good vocals, while "Kale I do- 
scope** is ^ower with a guitar and keyboards sound 
that's mesroerising* Tim says it's so good you'll 
flashback* { JS) 

(Llama Records, no address listed) 


RED CROSS - ^Qrh Innocent LP 


VlN'' 




>U‘1J_ 

gO' 


SOCIAL UNREST - “Rat in a Maze" 12"EP 

SOCIAL UNREST has been one of my favorite Bay Area 
bands since they formed, and this EP reveals why* 

The mix is a bit too piercing on the high end, but 
the songs are fast, tight, catchy, two guitars loud, 
^^and lyrically sound* I personally prefer the older 

wham-bams ("Mental Breakdown", "Gen- 
eral Enemy") to their more recent slow-fast numbers, 
but all the material packs a wallop* (JB) 
(Llbertine-4126 Opal St* #7-0akland, CA 94609) 


An amazing amalgam of 60 *s punk and the infamous 
Johnny Thunders -HE ARTBREAKERS school of dirty guitar 
sleaze. Distorted axes, humorous, socially unredeem- 
ing lyrics, and a remarkably trashy aesthetic make 
it difficult to relate this current incarnation of 
RED CROSS to the band that was once famous for quin- 
tessential teeny punk anthems. But if you probe 
beneath the new gutter exterior, you *11 find these 
teenage sensibilities filtered through the same 
warped southern California prism* With Instant clas- 
sics like "Linda Blair" and *'Kill Someone You Hate", 
this album has got to be bitchin* * Grab your wide 
bellbottoms and cop this sucker. (JB) 

(Smoke 7-7230 DeSoto Ave #104-Comoga Park, CA 9 1303) 

REPLACEMENTS - "Stink" 12 "EP 


The third release from a truly inspired Minnea- 
polis band* The REPLACEMENTS have managed to asslm 
ilate the best elements of rock and roll from ail 
eras and fuse them into one hiffh-velocity package. 
This EP contains real fast, raw garage music, and 
the wild recording has even more power than theif 
great LP. "White and Lazy" sounds like CAPTAIN 
BEEFHEAKT, SO this package is a must* (JB) 
(Twin/Tone -445 Oliver Ave. South-Mlnneapolis , MN 
55405) 

THE SALVATION ARMY - LP 

This is the one that everyone (at least that I 
know) was waiting for, and it certainly wasn't a 
dlsapointment . All the great 60*3 riffs you want to 
see recycled, done up with enough modem sensibili- 
ties to not render it dated * "Going Home" and "She 
Truns to Flowers" seem to be favorites, but Its one 
of those records you have to experience yourself. 
(JS) 

(Frontier Records -PO Box 22 -Sun Valley, CA 91352) 



7 SECONDS - "Skins, Brains, and Guts" EP 


SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE - **No Viiups or Posers (It's the Amer- 
ican Way)'* 12" EP 

Variety pack of styles- 1 thrasher, 2 DK's type songs, 

1 power thord rockabilly, 1 new wave-ish* Mostly polit^ 
ical themes. (TY) 

(Slow Death Eecords-35 Executive Way-Rohnert Park, CA 
94928) 


TOT ROCKET AND THE TWINS - "Security Risk" 

Basic garage rock with some punk influences seem- 
ingly gleaned from the CLASH * s Give 'Em Enough Rone 
peridd. Music of this type normally doesn't have 
politicized lyrics, but to their credit the TWINS 
are exceptions In this regard* Low marks for musical 
originality, high marks for persistence and a sharp 
tongue* (JB) 

(PO Box 3483-Grand Central Statton-NYC, NY 10163) 



TOXIN III - "Peer Pressure" EP 


Brave lads these, hailing from the heart of klan kourv- 
try- Crowley, Louisiana. Real garagy punk, great lyrics, - 
different sound* Front cover has a rebel flag twisted 
into a swastika, which says it all. (TY) 

(Vinyl Solutioii-4304 James Drive-New Orleans, LA 70003) 


UNDEAD - "Nine Toes Late" EP 

The best release on the Stiff label in quite a 
while (except maybe for DAMNED reissues). When you 
graft an appealing Instrumental sloppiness and bel 
ligerent New York vocals onto an Irresi stable base 
of pop melodies and punky guitars, you end up with 
this boisterous debut from the UNDEAD, Definitely 
worth the wait* (JB) 

(Stiff-5 Crosby St, -NYC, NY 10013) 



Great songs, great band, great people l 7 SECONDS 
were almost singlehanded ly responsible for creating 
the enthusiastic, intelligent Reno hardcore scene, 
and that same enthusiasm and intelligence are the 
hallmarks of their primitively -produced debut EP. 

Most of the tracks are speedy tfr rashers propelled by 
soccer choruses and an exceptionally trebly guitar, 
though a couple ("Racism Sucks", "We're Gonna Fight") 
have a slower 01-type sound, "Anti-Klan" is destined 
to become one of the great punk anthems of the 80 ' s * 
Buy this one. (JB) 

(Alternative Tentacles i for Info write Vicious Scam- 
2302 Patton Drive-Reno, NV 89512) 


SIN 34 - "Die Laughing" EP 

Really good new LA band. Stop and Go thrash style, 

Great to see a female singer- they used to be real cocnmon y 
before macho goons took over. Anyway, a refreshing 
song debut with strong, intelligent lyrics. (TY) t S 
(Spinhead-2265 Westwood Blvd,,Ste #54i-LA, CA 90064) ^ ^ 

SINS - "Mood Music" EP 


THE WRECKS 


"Teenage Jive" cassette EP 



You probably won't be able to get this garage-punk 
gem anymore, but suffice to say that this nine-song 
cassette album Is both funny and wise- -with lots of 
hardcore thrills mixed in. Even though the WRECKS 
are no longer with us (sigh), songs like "Couldn't 
Believe It" will live on in the annals of punk his- 
tory. Mark my words* (SS) 

(Wrecks-out of print) 


YOUTH brigade - Sound & Fury LP 

Great, great BYO follow-up release to their sampler Ip- 
thrash with hooks and melodies, plus lyrics urging action, 
nity and spirit. Influenced by Oi, Dischord bands, 

OCIAL distortion, 7 SECONDS, but ultimately this Is LA 
not DC. (TY) 

tter Youth 0rganization-P.0. B* 67A64-LA, CA 90067) 


VARIOUS ARTISTS - American Youth Report i Fart One LP 


Sleazy garage punk from San Berdoo* This is the 
kind of band that seems to thrive in America’s non- 
cosmopolitan hinterlands, and it has a kind of basic 
honesty that is often lacking in musical centers 
like LA, NYC, and San Francisco* Lead guitars flail 
away in a mid* to fast- tempo format, and the lyrics 
have an untutored quality without sounding stupid. 
Pick it up. (JB) 

(Black Nolse-c/o Chris Leroy- 1088 E* Pumalo St., 
Suite A -San Bernadlno, CA 92404) 


A really strong compilation of old and new LA punk 
bands. Some of the material Is unreleased, but even 
the stuff that appears elsewhere sounds much better 
on this LP than it did on the originals. The remix- 
ing is that outstanding. It's really hard to pick 
the cream of this crop, but I favor the high-power- 
ed thrash of MODERN WARFARE, MIA, and LOST CAUSE, If 
this Is the first volume in a series. Its successors 
should also be killers, (JB) 

(Invasion-c/o Thunderbolt -PO Box 419-Redondo Beach, 
CA 90277) 





VARIOUS ARTISTS -. Last: Rites for Genocide and MTA 'f — 

Here is one record that forces im to wax phlloXl®^^ 
sophical. If ever a release reflected the vln andl 
vang of the punk scene, this Is It. In one corner' is 
MIA, a band originally from Las Vegas, the champions 
of punk’s positive side. They ’ vejmanaged to fuse a 
super tight thrash sound with enlightened attitudes- 
•"I Hate Hippies" is obviously meant as a satire with 
a moral- and the results are absolutely stunning. In. 
the Other corner is New Jersey’s GENOCIDE, who exhi- 
bit all the mindlessness attributed to "punkers" by 
straight society. A dirty, metallic guitar and some 
catchy tunes can’t disguise their blatantly sexist 
("Period", "Teenage Girls"), reactionary messages. 

I only hope MIA doesn't suffer too much from guilt 
by association. CJB) 

(Smole 7-7230 DeSoto Ave #4-Conoga Park, CA 91303) 


Follow-up to THIS IS BOSTON. NOT LA LP, More 
great raves from JERRY’S KIDS, GANG GREEN, A P*l3,'s 
and some slower material by QROINOIDS, PROLETERIAT 
i(6reat put-down of Reagan called "Voodoo Economies") 
and the FREEZE’S classic "Refrigerator Keavan" that 
schizophrenlcally jumps from slow 70 ’ s rock to thrash, 
(TY) 

(Modem Method Records - 2^8 Newbury St, Boston MA 
02116) 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 


Rew York Thraah cassette LP 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
Yourself? LP 


Another great compilation out of Los Angeles, Side 
one brines us the hard-edged side of some currenv So. 
Cal i bandsi with RED CROSS and the DESCENOENTS lead- 
ing the way. Side two has alot of differe't styles 
with new tracks by the MINUTEMEN, 100 FLOWERS, SACC- 
HARINE TRUST, FLEIBS,' and an old URINALS gem dug out 
of the vaults, a track that makes Jumpin' Jeff shed 
a tear for the old band. This is one to pick up. (JS) 
(New Underground Records -4305 W. 153rd St -Lawndale, 
CA 90560) 

-m 


A good but somewhat disappointing sampler of 
New York punk bands. The main problem Is that 
the conipilor--TliQ Sommer ‘?--didnH always use 
enough discrimination in selecting bands or songs. 
Especially impressive are KRAUT' a piston-driven 
punk, the BEASTIE BOYS' primitive thrash, and 
intense experimental punk by both the FALSE 
PROPHETS and the long-defunct HADj one should also 
note ADRENALINE OD'a ultrafast funnypunk and the 
female- led noiae of EVEN WORSE, Most of the other 
groups should already be familiar (BAD BRAINS, UN- 
DEAD, HEART ATTACK, NIHILISTICS) , but there's no 
excuse for including macho HISFITS-clonea like 
the FIENDS and leaving the great REAGAN YOUTH off 
this compilation. Alot of the material here is 
available elsewhere, but ROIH has provided a 
service by reissuing aome bard-to-find and out- 
of-print items, (fft) 


(ROIR - 611 Broadway, #2U 


ACTION PACT 


Suicide Bag" EP 


More medium-paced songs with double -tracked 


female vocals. Good production, but not real 
exciting, (TY) 

(Fallout - c/o Jungle 24 Gaskin St, London NI)LJ2£2i!L! 


ADI GTS - "Viva la Revoluclon* EP 


The three supremely infectious pop- punk comp- 
osltlone on this EP are matched, unfortunately, 
by rather generic themes of teenage rebellion, — . 

"Steamroller" and "Numbers" ripple with fast ra ^ 
melodies and enormously clever lyrics, and un- 
doubtedly, "Viva la Revoluclon" could have been^ fji / 
a classic if only they hadn’t run the chorus 
into the ground. Very entertaining, but not 
very important, (SS) |M®V 

(Fallout Records) ' 

AMEBIX - tWho’s the Enemy" EP . 

Four songs - one hardcore shorty and three more . 
post-punky sounds, none of which are lightweight k ^ 
at all. Very raw, choppy guitars, raspy vocals* 
slightly dissonant- Along with CHAOTIC DISCHORD, 
one of the few new U,K, bands to break the mold, 

fsPL - No address,) 


ANTI-PASTI - Caution In the Wlnd ^ LP ■ 

Definitely not as gritty and hardcore as ANTI- 
PASTI’S first album. Caution In the Wind opts for 
a greater emphasis on meXbdy in the mid- to fast- 
tempo compositions. This "classical punk" sound 
adds a new dimension of distinctiveness to the 
songwriting (especially in standout tracks like 
"Get Out Now" and "Mr, Mystery"), even if it 
does occasionally wlmpify some of ANTI-PASTI ’s 
best songs. Entertaining, but not parti culary 
energising, (SS) 

(Rondolet Records) 


BARRACUDAS - "Surfer Joe" EP 

A new release of old stuff by this English band on 
an American label. Two tracks are from the debut LP 
Drop Out with Barracudas , but the best songs are 
previously unreleased trashings of the WE 5’s "You 
Were on my Mind" and the SAFARI'S "Surfer Joe". The 
guitars and vocals are out of tune and the playing 
Is sloppy. A must. (JS) 

(Voxx Recorda-2702 San Fernando Rd.-L.A., CA 90065) 


VARIOUS ARTISTS - 


VARIOUS ARTISTS - Sub Po 


5 cassette LP 


A nice concept almost ruined by disorganization. 
Meant to be an aural chronicle of an outdoor punk 
fest held in Berkeley in the summer of *81, this LP 
unfortunately reflects many of the event’s short- 
comings. There’s no list of songs on the cover, no 
sheet or booklet with info on the bands, and, worst 
of all, the original recording speed way too slow. 
I don’t know whether the generator used to record 
the bands kept frying out or what, but I ^ know 
that all the singers have been miraculously trans- 
formed Into 3 low -mot ion bassos and all the groups 
sound embaras singly out of tune. No one gets away 
unscathed, but noisy thrashers WAR ZONE are reall> 
hurt, having lost velocity and been censored (an 
anti -Bill Graham rap before "Marriage of Convenience" 
is missing) . Fortunately the punk (DOA, TSOL, LEWD 
WAR ZONE, FLIPPER) and post -punk sides (OFFS, WOUNDS 
TANKS, TOILING MIDGETS) have been segregated, but on 
the whole this LP proves that good intentions alone 
do not a good album make. (JB) 

Cl.C,I.-1765 North Hollywood-Hollywood, CA 90028) 


Sub Pop is an innovative little magazine that 
deals intelligently with alternative American musiC| 
sort of a pint-sized version of Its cousin QP. In 
place of the usual eclectic printed ’zine comes this 
equally eclectic aural ’zine. The variety of musical 
styles covered, in one sense a stregth, also ensures 
that few will appreciate the entire LP. I love the 
60 ’s garage punk of Wichita's EMARASSMENT, the inno- 
vative guitar pop of DC's NURSES, the powerful inst- 
rumental by Seattle's PELL MELL, and DOUG KAHN's 
nastily edited version of a Reagan interview. The 
rest ranges from good post -punk, pop, and psyched- 
elic to unlistenable art damage, but those Inter- 
ested in the best of the non- punk underground should 
look no further, (JB) 

(Sub Pop-Lost Music Network-PO Box 2 391 -Olympia, WA 
98507) 


VARIOUS ARTISTS - Unsafe at 


Speed EP 










BLITZ - "Warriors Aouth* ^^Ppened? 

BLITZ limps into their third single with two 01 
anthems of only passirig musical Interest, espec- 
ially in comparison with their past triumphs* Pre- 
dictably, "Youth" whips through the familiar turf 
of teenage rebellion, but "Warriors" remains the 
far more disturbing of the two cutsi it lyrics, 
surprisingly, almost condone British gang warfare* 

Avoid, (SS) 

(Wo Future) 


CORPLICT - "The House That Man Built" EP 

Of the four tracks on this record, "Wargames" 
biases through familiar hardcore territory, anti- 
war orotest, with economy and splendid production 
values, while "I've Had Enough" connects with a 
poppler approach. The other two numbers* more 
worksanllke and less inspired, still hold enough 
requisite punk energy to be recommended, A fine 
debut* (SS) 

(Crass Records) 


CHAOTIC DISCHORD - 'Tuck the World" EP 

CHAOTIC 0, have fortunately stepped into the 
vacuum created by the demise of DISORDER , thereby 
showing that the English are capable of produc- 
ing flrst-claas thrash punk If they decide to. 

All these tracks are monstrously raw, and "Sold 
Out to the C,P,0" may even be too fast, (SB) 

(Riot City* distributed by Rou^~T rade ) 


CHELSEA - Evacuate LP 

CHELSEA finds the groove with an upbeat collec- 
tion of melodic 197?- style punk anthems. Often 
inconsistent in the past, CHELSEA'S latest lineup 
orchestrates classics like "Cover Up", "War Across 
the Mat Ion", and the incredible "Evacuate" with 
flair and authority. Best of all, the band fuels 
their political sentiments with a higher level of 
literacy than most rock outfits can muster. There 
is only one bad song In the bunch* Snap this record 
up, (SS) 

(Step Forward Records) 

CHAOS U*K* - "Loud* Political, and Uncompromising"!? 

The incessant, no holds barred thrash on this 
EP surpasses on all counts CHAOS U.K.'s service- 
able debut, "Burning Britain" * with a strong 
combination of intense vocals and a blistering 
guitar sound* All three songs set fairly high 
standards of quality, but fans of the VARUKERS 
should take special note of the vitriolic rocker, 

"Mo Security", This loud, political and un- 
compromising, (SS) 

(Riot City) 



CRAVATS - "Rub Me OutAben Will We Pall." 

After two disappointing singles, THE CRAVATS 
almost return to their true I98O form with a 
pair of mid- tempo, post-punk offerings. While 
"Rub Me Out" opts for a more hypnotic effect, 
the real stuff appears on the flip, with its 
spooky changes of mood and entertaining sax work* 
Quirky, Inventive, and original, this single 
also has the most hilarious lyric sheet I've 
ever seen* (SS) _ 

(Crass Records) a i 

CURREMT OBSESSIONS EP 

Don't ask me how an unknown band from Wales 
emerges with a winner like this. Songs like 
"Woe-Man'' succeed modestly in a slow, atmos- 
pheric vein, while "Pish" and "Paceless Rite", 
mining the genre of light pop, deliver tptally 
original melodies with complete finesse, I es 
peclally enjoyed Debbie's unpretentious, non- 
chalant vocals, though the novel use of wood- 
winds was probably the deciding factor on this 
EP. (SS) 

(Bland Records, c/c Debbie, 22 Lochaber ^t*- 
Roath Cardiff, Wales) 

DISRUPTERS - "Shelters for the Rich" EP 

OK, medium- tempo songs, a bit repetitious, but 

f reat lyrics, (TY) 

Radical Change - c/o Backs - 3 Swan Lake Norwich) 
DB0N(M)S FOR EUROPE - "Death's a Career" EP 


CHRON GEN - Chronic Generation LP 

CHROH GEM'S debut album derives most of its in- 
fluences from Chelsea circa '78, though without 
as many of the catchy melodies to depend on. Or- 
iginal e like "Reality", "Chronic Generation", and 
"Mindless" are the class offerings here, but it's 
odd that all of these appear on past singles, 
Monetheless, the bonus free live EP Is excellent. 



CLOCKWORK CRIMINALS - ''Vouog and Bold" EP 


This I 5 fast, q uasl -ex perime IT ta 1 punk with 
Incredibly out-of-tune guitars which are bound 
to annoy the feeble-minded. The G. CRIHIKALS 
transcend all Brit punk cliches and come up with 
a truly original sound. Hooray! (IB) 

(Ace, distributed by Rou gh T rade ) 


CRASS - Christ the Album Double LP 

Two albums, one poster, and a splendid 26 page 
large format booklet (all in a sleek boxed set) 
seems all too much to digest — especially from 
England's most astute punk outfit, CRASS. The 
studio LP, ranging from unrestrained thrash to 
sophisticated post-punk, contains some of CRASS' 
most astonishing compositions to datei especially 
exciting are "The Great Working Class Ripoff" and 
"Tribal Rival", two impassioned attacks on Oi vio- 
lence, and the superbly written "Reality Whitewash" 
which exposes vicious sex stereotypes and roles. 

In addition to a delightful live LP, Penny Rimbaud's 
extensive article in the booklet provides an his- 
torical background for CRASS that's spellbinding, 
perceptive, and lyrical. This release is incred- 
ibly mandatory. (S5) 

(Crass Records) Tru9 Cause of Man's Problems 


Despite a rather dreary B-slde, DR0MG03 FOR 
EUROPE injects genuine passion Into the anthem 
like "Death's a Career", an angry tirade against 
military conscription. True, war is a rather * y 
easy subject to rebel against, but the message is 
important — sven if this sub-genre needs more 
particular targets (take your pick) in the future, 
(SS) 

(Tempest /Inferno Records) 


EJECTED - "Have you Got lOp?" EP 

Nothing special, not bad either. Basic '77- 
style punk. (TY) 

(Riot City.) 

G.B.H* - "Sick Boy" EP 

Judged in comparison to their first two records, 
this latest EP by C.B,H. is bound to register as 
a major letdown. Yet, in its own frantic, trashy 
way, songs like the rather hilarious "Sick Boy", 
as well as the more serious compositions on the 
flip, grab your emotions by virtue of their sheer 
vigor and enthusiasm* While by no means a great 
record, this EP remains undeniably effective in 
Its modest way* (SS) 

(Clay Records) 

ICON A*D* - "Don't Feed Us Shit" EP 

VICE SQUADish — 3 medium- paced songs, 1 fast'un. 
Got the picture? (TY) 

(Radical Change) 

LUNATIC FRINGE - "Who's in Control?" EP 

Generic English punk, but compared to 97?( of 
what is released in the world these days* its 
o.k* Everything Is relative, right? (TY) 
(Resurrection - 38 Tudor Rd. - Hanhum, Bristol) 


LURKERS - "This Dirty TownA^lf 'ths Door" 

They're back ? Yea, but with a new vocalist, 
and two ineotupetantly written and edited '77- 
genre ptii^ rock-out s< While I admired the hard 
guitar sound, the songs here (especially "Wolf*.*") 
go on far too long, and with surprisingly primitive 
production to boot* Was this the same outfit who 
did "Freak Show" and "Last Guitar in Town"? The 
old UJBKERS are nowhere in sight* (SS) 

(Clay Records) 

MAU MAUS - "Society's Rejects" EP 

Eight songs that combine Oi choruses and DIS- 
CHARGE-llke lead vocals and guitars with a real- 
ly fast paced tempo* Songs are short and sweet. 
Good first effort. Not to be confused with LA's 
infamous MAU MAUS, (TY) 

(Pax^ no address) ^ 

KAYHKM - "Gantla Murder" EP 

Excellent four- song effort, great, powerful 
sound, fast paced, what punk is all about. Get 

it! (TY) 

(Riot City/ fii 



MOB - "No Doves Fly Here/l hear You Laughing 

The anti-war sentiments of this single are re- 
lated with a good feeling for concise, compelling 
verbal imagery i too bad this effort veers into 
non-descript pop, especially on the flipside* 
While a song like "Ho Doves * . *" would have 
been right at home on the Wargasm compilation, 
its subject matter has been done more powerfully, 
lyrically, and eloquently elsewhere. Disappoint- 
ing. (SS) 

(Grass Records) 



PETER AND THE TEST TUBE BABIES - "Run Like Hell/ 

Up Yer Bum" 

This respoctable funnypunk entry by PETER AMD 
THE TEST TUBE BABIES doesn't have quite the in- 
nate charm of their last single, yet it's still 
enjoyable hardcore fun* "Up Yer Bum" with its 
driving guitar attack, rates as a fine example of 
hate-rock, thogh "Run LJke Hell” strikes an am- 
iable compromise between hard pop and Oi - with 
hysterical lyrics to boot. Recommended! (SS) 

(No Future) 

POISON GIRLS - Total Exposure LP 

The POISON GIRLS, easily one of Britain's finest 
post-punk ensembles, have translated a sense of 
rawness and snarling Intensity onto this live LP 
which hasn't yet been heard on their studio efforts, 
Coownanding songs like "Persons Unknown" and "State 
Control" stand on their own, but familiarity with 
their material helps in appreclatiCng this album. 
Elegantly packaged, (SS) 

(Xntrix Records) 

PUBLIC DISGRACE - "Toxeth" 

In '64 Liverpool ruled, but not anymore. Boring, 

i Probe - no address) 

Raincoats - "Ko On,*, Little GirlAunning Away" 

This delightful tiost-pop single represents the 
RAINCOATS' definitive vinyl to date. While the 
A-side, "No One's Little Girl", impressed me with 
its subtle melodic sense, the Sly Stone cover on 
the flip is quintessential RAINCOATS — good-hum- 
ored, loose, and charmingly amateurish. Good stuff, 

(SS) 

(Rough Trade) 


NEWTOWN NEUROTICS - "Kick Out the Torles/Mlnd- 
lesi Violence" 

After e two or more year vinyl hiatus, the 
NEUROTICS are hack with a stirring critique of 
both the reactionary Thatcherites ("Tories") and 
assorted violent headeases. They've abandoned 
their earlier garage quality in favor of a more 
melodic, well-produced sound, but without com- 
pletely sacrificing their appeal. (3B) 

(No Wonder, distributed by Rough T rade ) 


ONE WAV SYSTEM - "Give us a Future/3ust Another Hero 

After their first dismal AS, I‘m amazed to report 
that ONE WAV SYSTEM'S new release features great 01 
music. The excellent production highlights their 
soccer chanting and twin-guitar powered songs, one 
fast ("Future"), the other slower. A good buy, (JB ) 
(Anagram- 53 Kensington Gardens Sq, -London W2 ) 


RED ALERT - "Take No Priaonera" EP 

This second single by U.K.'s RED ALERT would have 
been fine if the tracks had appeared on an album. 

The recording Is powerful, the themes politically 
astute, and the songs above averagei unfortunately, 
the three "Oi" songs are far too generic -sounding 
to be on a single, "Take No Prisoners", the best 
track here, is only mildly catchy. (SS) 

(No Future Records) 

RIOT SQUAD - "Puck the Tories" EP 

Not to be confused with the South African punk 
band of the same name, but will be confused with 
just about every other recent U,K. punk band. Know 
what I mean? (TY) 

(Roundelet Music -98 Marples Ave^ Monsfield Wcodhouse 
Notts,, England) 

SAMPLES - "Dead Hero" EP 

Second release, pretty ordinary power-chord punk. 
Bring back early STIFF LITTLE FINGERS, <TY) 

(No Future) 


OUTCASTS - "Angel F acc/Ga ngi and Warfare" 

Probably the weakest single ever from this 
long-standing Northern Irish punk band. Nothing 
could salvage that putrid piece of muzak, "Angel 
Face," though their militaristic rendition comes 
close* The flip Is a remixed version of an already- 
released song. This band Is capable of Ptuch more _ 
than they display here, (DB) j] 

(00-The ftow-Ardmlllan-Comber Co. Down-N. Ireland) 


REDSKINS - "The Peasant Army /Lev Bronsteln" 

Left-wing skinheads put out a great pair of 
untypical songs that deal intelligently with im- 
portant political themes. "Peasant Army" is driv- 
ing and anthemic; the flip is rhythmic and bass- 
heavy, almost funky* Recommended. (3B) 

(no address, distributed by Rough T rade ) 



SISTERS OF MERCY - "Adrenoch rome /Body Electric" 

One of the few recent post-punk records that I 
like enough to bother reviewing. Sure, it has the 
standard 30Y DIViSlON-clone vocals, but the drum 
machine's hypnotic beat and the powerful psychedelic 
guitar in "Adrenochrome " are Irresl stable . The flip 
isn't quite as good. (IB) 

(Merciful Release, distributed by Rough Trade ) 


SIX MINUTE WAR EP 

The reissue of SIX MINUTE WAR'S first EP pro- 
vides fans of intelligent political punk a great 
oppertunity. Production here is very garagy’, but 
more than compensated for by its fHought -provok- 
ing lyrics and inventive arrangements. Stand-out 
songs like "Strontium 9 O" and "Camera" contribute 
to the Integrity of this abrasive, mid- tempo re- 
cord* (SS) 

(Artist's own label) 



STRAPS - "BriKton/No Liquor" 

A brilliant punky follow-up to their excellent 
rockobllly-tlngerf debut* The double guitar power 
really grabs you, but the STRAPS also have a knack 
for writing dynamic, unforgettable tunes* "Brlxton^' 

Is a ml nl -i!iasterplece dealing with Britain** recent 
riots- (3B) 

(Donut-2/A Chichester Rents-Chance ry Lane-London WCZJ 
SUBHUMANS - "Religious Wars" EP 

Like their last single » this latest EP by the \ 
SUBHUMANS (UK) offers one escellent '??-8tyle 1' 

punk cut and three good examples of filler* ( 

There's no doubt that "Religious Wars" has it all* f 
Inventive guitar-work, manic velocity, and scathing 
anti-religious lyrics p unfortunately, the other >- 
songs imitate generic Brit-punk. (SS) 

(Spider Leg) 

TELEVISION PERSONALITIES - "Three Wishes” EP 

The TV PERSONALITIES (aka THE TIMES, THE GIFTED' 
CHILDREN, TEENAGE FILMSTARS, etc.) perform a truly 
charm version of "Geoffrey Irigram" here, a perfect 
pop song from the HERMAN'S HERMIT*^ camp of pop 
music. The wry human commentaries which made their 
early singles so disarming, however, are missing 
from "And Don't The Kids Just Love It" and the 
mildly catchy, psychedelic "Three Wishes". For 
TVP fans. (SS) 

(Wham Records) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS - Brittania Waives the Rules 12 "EP 

One cut each by EXPLOITED, CHRON GEN and INFRA- 
RIOT, All I can say Is, "Bring back SHAW 69 S" 

Secret must have the worst taste in punk. (TY) 
(Secret) 




VARUKERS - "I Don't Wanna Be A Victim" EP 

This record demonstrates improvement over the] 
VARUKERS' very good debut, and also a develop* 
ment from their early DISCHARGE influences* 

"Dance Till Your Dead" maintains a thrashy power 
with added melodic complexity, though "I Don't 
Wanna Be A Victim? seems more ordinary. All in 
all, the VARUDERS mix energetic songs and power- 
ful production with astute, intelligent lyrics. (SS) 
(Tempest/lnfemo Records) 


VICE SQUAD - Stand Strong Stand Proud LP 

Some feel that VICE SQUAD is falling Into the 
morass of contemporary post-punk. Not quite yet. 
Stand Strong Stand Proud , despite several throw- 
away numbers, clashes with social mali^ancies like 
vivisection ("Hxunane"), political passivism ("Free- 
dom Begins at Home"), and the steady erosion of 
Punk values ( "Out of Reach" ) with power and com- 
plete credibility- In addition, Beki's point of 
view provides a welcome contrast to the typical 
ale-dominance in modern-day hardcore. Highly 
recommended . ( 5S ) 

(Riot City Records) 


XPOZEZ - "1000 Harchlng Feet/Termi oal Case" 

Slow punk verging on postopunk. These song* are 
powerful and rather hypnotic, but they don*t match 
the band's Irre si stable "No War" on the Punk Is 
cassette LP. Singer Te 2 Is dedicated to dlssemTna tl ng 
obscure punk through his Re talla tl on Records enter- 
prise, so support him and buy this (33 ) 

(Re tal i a tl on-3 The Terrace -Honley-Huddersf 1 eld- 
Vorkshlre HD7 2DS ) 


BIRTHDAY PARTY - Junkyard LP 

Not as accessible as the first two BIRTHDAY PARTY 
LP's, Junkyard meanders into the nether realms of 
dementia, violence, and sex. The style here reminds 
one of THE POP GROUP, but this is only a comparison 
of convenience! the predominately dlrgelike songs 
on this record captivate your attention with their 
originality and unusual lyric concerns. An acquired 
taste, though worth an investment of time, (SS) 

C 4AD Records ) 

LAMA - "Totuus Loytyy" EP 

Hard Finnish punk, 'VT-style, "Totuus" is almost 
fast enough to be thrash i the others are slower. 

Nice buazlng guitar. (JB) 

(Hallelujae-P.O.B. 82-33201 Tampere 20-Flnland) 

SPK - The Last Attempt At Paradise Cassette 

Deathly industrial noise abounds on this well 
recorded tape, a dooument of SPK's last American 
tour. Simply the beat band of Its type, SPK runs 
through their disturbing pop music parodies and 
every manner of human atrocity, and always with 
that dynamic tribal beat in the background. The 
show must have really fried their brains in Law- 
rence, Kansas. This cassette is extraordinary. (SS) 
(Fresh Sounds, ING.- P.O* Box 36 'Lawrence, KS 
66044, ) 


THEWORID 



VARIOUS ARTISTS - Als Je Haal Maar Goed Zlt LP 

This compilation from the Netherlands features 
seven bands, the hottest being the OUTLAWS, NIT- 
WITZ, and AMSTERDAMNED. Runs the gamut from *?? 
punk to full-tilt thrash. (TY) 

(Vogelspin - P.O. Box 7039? 100? KJ Amsterdam, 
Holland) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS - Lansimalsen Slvilisaatlon Cassette 

Another one for collectors, Sound quality varies 
aiot, but contains some unobtainable punk from Pol- 
and, Germany, Italy, Finland, etc. Including in- 
credible hardcore from Brasil's OKLO SECO. (TY) 
(Paskajalka'^P.O, Box 82 - 33B01 Tampere 20*- Finland) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS - Punk ei ole Kuo Hut cassette LP 

Twelve groups from Scandanavia, presenting punk 
and thrash, including the great TERVEET KADET and 
KAAOS. Finland rules, ok? (TY) 

(P. Tuutanto - c/o Voitto Vasko - 76780 
Laimninnak I Finland, ) 


VARIOUS ARTISTS - Punk la 


Cassette LP 


SPK - Leichenshrei LP 








SPK, utilizing their encyclopedic knowledge of 
sound and its relation to specific emotional states, 
hit the bullseye with this landmark Industrial 
Music release, Leichenschrei takes perfectly or- 
chestrated chunks of noise, modulates them with a 
powerful percussion section, and even adds little 
shreds of humor for the hell of it. The result 1 
Industrial Music-making which, instead of Isolat- 
ing the listener, involves them. One of the three 
or four best LP's of 1982, no question about it* (SS) 
(Thermidor Records) 


Twenty- a iz hardcore punk and abraalve post-punk 
cuts from Sweden, Finland, Italy, Brazil, Norway, 
England and the U.S. Sound quality varies* A must 
for those who want to keep-up with the worldwide 
spread of the punk plague. (TY) 

(X-Centrle Boise - 17 WestEnd Rd - Cottlnghami No, 
Humberside- England) 


VOPO'S - "I'm so Glad the King is Dead" EP 

Classical punk from Holland, T’he vocals are 
nice and rough, but the guitar is too clean to 
scrape the wax out of your ears. Not as good as 
their well-recorded Dead Entertainment LP, (JB) 

(Redlux-P. O.B* 1250-8001 BG- Zwolle. Holland) 



ROUGH 


NEW CATALOG AVAILABLE NOW! 
SEND 50i FOR POSTAGE! 




ROUGH TRADE MAIL-ORDER 
326 SIXTH STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 94103 
(415}-621-4160 


NEW RELEASES: MAXIMUM ROCK N' ROLL LP, YOUTH BRIGADE LP, CRASS BOX SET, 
MOC LP, SOMEONE GOT THEIR HEAD-KICKED IN LP, SOCIAL UNREST 12", VOID 
AND THE FAITH LP, THIS IS BOSTON NOT LA LP, PUNK & DISORDERLY VOL. 2. 



